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VIP’s: Eden and Daniel 
Learners of the Previous Week: Tyler, Amos and Connor 
 

Housepoints:  Skiddaw 39 Helvellyn 32  Blencathra 31  
 
In Year 5 and 6 literacy lessons, we have been extending our knowledge of complex sentences; 
writing ‘noun towers’ with figurative language and subordinate clauses. We have made it into 
chapter three of The Hobbit and are thoroughly enjoying Bilbo’s adventures (especially the 
encounter with the trolls!) and have used the story to begin our ‘warm write’. We will be 
learning more about how to use the weather to advance the action in the narrative, as well as 
how to control dialogue between characters. 
 
In Year 5 and 6 maths, we have been learning about rounding and negative numbers- we have 
had several lessons that ended with great moans and groans as we didn’t want to stop our 
learning! In our outdoor maths challenge, we made links to our potions from last week and 
made and tested different strengths of orange juice. We tested the ratios (of orange juice:water) 
in parts of, 1:9, 2:9 and 1:12. We used bar modelling to represent and explain our 
understanding of ratio and used our 
knowledge of multiples to scale our recipes 
up and down. We really enjoyed drinking 
the juice and used wooden log slices to vote 
on the favourite ratio. Surprisingly, the most 
popular ratio was the strongest juice! 

 
In Class 2 art 
lessons, we have 
been making links 
between the 
Fibonacci sequence 
(0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 
13, 21, 34 etc.) and 
objects in nature. We looked closely at the patterns on leaves and 
petals and used Van Gogh’s “Sunflowers” as an inspiration for our 
learning. The skill we are focussing on this term is painting 
techniques. 

 
In Class 1, our outdoor challenge this week was to help Orla work out whether a number would 
or wouldn’t be a multiple of two or five. We used sticks, stones, tally marks and numbers lines 
to prove our thinking and help Orla work out which other numbers wouldn’t be a multiple of 
two or five. We also really enjoyed singing our days of the week and months of the year maths 
songs. 
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In Class 1 this week, we have been developing our 
story telling skills. We interviewed the fox from 
“The Gingerbread Man”, and started using new 
adjectives to describe different story characters. 
We have all got really good at telling the story 
from memory using our special story actions to help us remember.  In 
maths, Year 1 have been counting in 2s, and have helped Miss Mitchell to 

pair up all of her (clean) socks, sorting them in to 2s and making 
sure there aren’t any odd ones out! Year 2 have had a go at 
counting in 3s. We used number squares to recognise patterns 
when adding 3 more to a number. Orla has been struggling with 
her maths, but together as a class we helped her to solve 
problems.  
 
Our topic ‘Remember Remember’ in Class 1 has got off to a great 
start. We have looked at some things that have happened in the 

past, using a timeline to show some events over the past 100 years. We have also made our 
own timelines of our lives so far. It would be great if we could all bring in a baby photo to use 
as we continue to learn about our past. As historians, we took pictures 
outside of parts of the school that are old and parts of the school that are 
newer. We are going to compare more old and new things next week.  
 
Early Years  

In Early Years this week we finished our jellyfish 
creations! We completed the last bits of stitching and 
stuffing for the body and then selected some string for the legs. 
We also added googly eyes and some thin wire to the tops of 
our jellyfish so we could wriggle them around. The finished 
jellyfish look brilliant! We then had fun creating a sea 
background in which to move our jellyfish and imitate how 
they move in the sea. We have enjoyed looking at different fish 

and comparing some of their similarities and differences. 
We enjoyed painting some fish using our noticing skills to 
carefully look at the picture and then imitate it 
using the paint. They look fantastic and we 
cannot wait to add them to our submarine role 
play!  
 

We have also been doing some phonics and maths activities this week 
in Early Years. In Reception we have been looking at initial letters and 
sounds in words and have also been practicing our cursive letter 
formation in glitter and powder paint trays during our phonics.  
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In Nursery we have been exploring different sounds and how 
sounds can be changed using the musical instruments and our 
voices. In Reception and Nursery in maths we have been focusing 
on developing our counting skills and our 1 to 1 correspondence 
when counting.  
 
This week Year 1 and 2 met Sarah from Pyjama 
Drama who taught us all about Road Safety.  We 
really enjoyed learning about the Green Cross Code 
using drama, games and role play.   We all 
passed the test at the end of the session and are 

now road safety experts.  
Sarah was really impressed 
and commented that this was 
one of the nicest schools she 
had worked in.  Well done 
Year 1 and 2, great 
ambassadors for the school! 
 
In Class 2 we explored the lyrics from The Greatest Showman’s “This is 
Me” as an introduction to our work in PHSE on behaviour and bullying in 
preparation for Anti-Bullying Week in November.  We really engaged with 
the song and reflected on its meaning.  This has given us a great context 
to explore further issues in the coming weeks.  
 

Also in Class 2 we have started the process of finding a partner school in Germany to share 
correspondence and learn about our different cultures and experiences.  We will keep you 
updated with our progress. 
 
In Wednesday’s Assemblies with Miss Maleney we are thinking about role models and people 
that have inspired and changed the world for the better.  This week we found out about the life 
of George Cadbury who not only gave the world chocolate bars but also paved the way for 
improved living and working conditions.  He used his position to campaign for pension rights, 
against the war and sweatshop labour.  We are reflecting on the qualities and characteristics 
that these people had, making links to our Building Learning Power and how we ourselves can 
make positive changes to the world we live in. 


