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Learners of the Week: Pete, Leah and Amber 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  52    Helvellyn  48     Blencathra  41 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in both Nursery and Reception, we have been focusing on 

exploring and comparing size, height and capacity. We have 

conducted a range of different investigations to explore these 

different mathematical concepts. We began the 

week by looking at the book Dear Zoo and 

comparing the different sizes of the animals in 

the story. We then explored different sized 

containers, predicting whether a big or small 

container would be able to hold more objects. 

We have also enjoyed creating homes for 

different animals, choosing one tall animal 

and one short animal. We had to use our 

noticing skills to create a home that was big 

enough for each of the animals and we were then able to use our 

mathematical vocabulary to describe what we had created using words such 

as big, small, tall, short, wide 

and narrow. 

 

In our phonics in Reception this 

week, we have been focusing on 

our skills linked to oral 

segmenting. We are really 

confident at blending different sounds together to 

form words and are now applying our understanding 

of different sounds to begin to segment accurately. We 

have been focusing on segmenting CVC words which are simple and easily decodable such as 

cat or dog. To develop our segmenting skills we have been selecting different pictures and 

segmenting the sounds that we can hear and have also started to then link the sounds to their 

corresponding letters.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In Nursery, we have been exploring sounds by 

predicting which objects were making a noise within 

sock shakers. We also enjoyed reading our story 

“Please don’t chat to the bus driver” and joined in 

with the repeated phrases “I won’t” and “But he/she 

did”. We then made our own bus and took turns to be 

the bus driver. 

 

We used our noticing skills to spot the odd one out 

amongst five objects and explained why we chose that object and why it was not the same. 

 

Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 
In our PSHE and PSED learning this week, we have been focusing on 

setting goals and oral hygiene. In Nursery and Reception, we 

discussed different areas which we would like to develop and one of 

the suggestions was to feel more confident buttering toast. So, this 

week that is what we did! It was great to have the opportunity to 

practically explore and develop these skills, 

adhering to safe practises 

when preparing food. In 

Year 1, we focused on 

oral hygiene and the 

importance of keeping our 

teeth clean. 

 

In our RE and 

understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to focus on the celebration of Diwali. Last 

week we created some diya lamps using salt dough and this week we 

had the opportunity to paint and decorate them. They look wonderful 

and reflect the vibrancy of the Diwali festival! 
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We had an amazing time on a space adventure linked to our 

history and understanding the world learning around the first 

moon landing. We used our imagining skills to support us 

when preparing for take-off, including putting on our space 

suits and helmets. We then checked the system before take-off, 

counting down before zooming towards the moon 5, 4, 3, 2, 

1…we have lift off! Once on the moon we used our knowledge 

to collect samples to return and analyse back on Earth and 

even tried jumping as if we had no gravity!! We also 

incorporated phrases like ‘this is one small step for man, one 

giant leap for mankind’ which we had previously learnt were 

Neil Armstrong’s famous words as the first person to ever take 

a step on the moon. We had so much fun and it was great 

way to explore our history learning from throughout this half 

term. 

 

We continued creating our Starry Night (Van Gogh) inspired pictures in our art and expressive 

arts and design too. The finished artwork looks amazing and it is great to see how everyone 

interpreted thing differently.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week in PE, we have been stretching our persevering 

muscles as we began learning to pass and control a ball 

using a hockey stick.  It was quite challenging as the wind 

kept moving the 

ball. 

   

In literacy this week, 

year 1 have been 

working hard to 

recognise capital 

and lower case 

letters: we have played a game of pairs and we began 

recognising where in a sentence capital letters should be. 

Year 2 and 3 have been stretching their noticing and 

questioning muscles as they worked on developing reading 

comprehension skills, based on our class story of Flat 

Stanley.   

 

In French this week, we have been continuing our learning of greetings as well as beginning to 

ask how someone is. We practiced this as well as some responses. 

 

In RE this week, have been learning about Diwali and the story of Rama 

and Sita.  We stretched our imagining muscles as we thought about how 

Sita must’ve felt in the story.   

 

During our maths learning this week, in Year 1 we have been problem 

solving and applying our learning to addition word problems. In Year 2, 

we have been focusing on addition and subtraction across 10, using our 

knowledge of number bonds to support them. In Year 3, we have been 

practicing column addition and subtraction. 

 

In our science learning this week, we have been continuing our work on 

states of matter. Everyone was able to recall some fantastic knowledge from last week’s 

investigation. This week we extended our 

knowledge to identify varying solids, 

liquids and gases. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

During our history learning, we have been completing our 

Cheddar Man historical 

enquires. We chose two 

different sources of 

information as discussed 

last week to find out the 

answers to our 

questions. We wrote 

down our findings and 

summarised them in our 

reports. As a class, we 

disussed what we found 

out and really enjoyed 

sharing our Cheddar Man 

information. It was 

interesting to discover that historians believe that he died in his twenties and 10,000 years ago 

their life span was a lot less than it is today. This sparked a great debate reasoning why were 

mesolithic hunter gatherers life spans shorter.  

     

In our computing lessons, we have been learning about rules 

for staying safe on the internet and the difference between 

different devices we have in school and at home. In small 

groups, we collaborated to ‘think, pair and share’ our ideas 

down onto big sheets of A2 paper. We came up with a list of 

devices that we use at 

school and at home and 

we had to include the activities/ things we can do on each 

device. After that, we shared our ideas with the rest of the 

class and came up with rules for using each device. We 

discussed in detail why we have these rules and how they 

keep us safe. 
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This week we have been stretching our imitating muscles and we 

had to create the Jeff Brown version of Flat Stanley from our 

class text. We then had a go at using our imagination to create 

our own version of how we see Flat Stanley. It was great fun to 

get creative and use our brilliant imaginations and explain our 

reasons for our choices.  

 

This week in our phonics and spelling lessons, in Year 1 we have 

been stretching our learning of polysyllabic words like; sand and castle to make sandcastle. We 

had to find the matching cards to make the correct word. We had to check that the word made 

sense and use our noticing skills. In Year 2, we have been 

focusing on spelling words with the ‘c’ and the tricky words 

that sound like a ‘s’ but are still in fact a ‘c.’ For example, we 

found out that the word ‘city’ was spelt with a ‘c’ alongside 

many other tricky words. We had to stretch our listening 

muscles to listen to the teacher say each word and then place 

it into the correct column using our own phonics knowledge to 

spell each word. We are really enjoying our SuperSonic 

Phonics and Friends lessons and look forward to them each 

week. The actions help us 

with our reading and enable 

us to ‘read with speed.’      
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing to 

develop our reading skills through our daily guided reading 

questions. This week, we explored the meaning of key 

vocabulary using dictionaries before stretching our inference 

skills to try and interpret what the author was trying to convey. 

As well as this, we made links to previous chapters to further-

develop our understanding of how characters are developed and 

how the author can take the reader on a journey by drip-

feeding details subtly.  

Following our daily reading lessons, we have been working 

hard to understand how newspapers are constructed, so that we 

can write our own versions after half term. At the end of last 

week, we explored the audience, purpose and components of a newspaper, before finding 

examples in the model text: this week, we developed our knowledge and application of different 

types of conjunctions to enhance our sentences as well learning how to identify and create 

sentences that written in the passive voice. We enjoyed playing around with the structure of this 

and identifying the object, subject and verb in each sentence.  

In our maths learning this week, we have been applying our knowledge of place value to begin 

to solve problems involving some of the four operations. In Year 4, we have been learning how 

to subtract using a formal written method, with a particular focus on those calculations that 

require exchanging. In Year 5, we have been stretching our reasoning learning muscle to 

investigate the inverse in a range of addition and subtraction questions as well as developing 

our understanding of how to solve two-step problems. In these questions, we needed to not only 

identify the operations, but we had to solve at 

least one or two additional steps before getting to 

the final answer, too: we actually really enjoyed 

this and had lots of ‘lightbulb’ moments! In Year 6, 

we have been securing our understanding of the 

rules of divisibility and stretching our reasoning 

learning muscle to prove why (or why not) a 

number would be divisible by another: one of the 

hypotheses that we have been testing is that if a 

number’s digit sum is a multiple of three, then the 
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original number is divisible by three. For example, we can work out that 72 is divisible by three 

without completing the calculating as its digit sum (7 + 2) = 9 and 9 is a multiple of 3 (3, 6, 

9...). What a lot of reasoning! 

In our design and technology learning, we have started to 

plan out some possible ideas for our Mayan-inspired 

weaving projects. We have made links to our learning from 

previous weeks by identifying what was the most effective 

pattern or weave from the prototypes that we made last 

week. By the end of the lesson, we had created a repetitive 

pattern and had annotated the warp and weft, as well as 

the weaving pattern (for 

example, ‘over one, under one’). We are looking forward to 

experimenting some more complicated designs after the holidays. 

In our music learning this week, we practised playing three 

pieces of music using the notes C, D, E and F and crotchets, 

minims and whole notes. After singing each piece of music to 

develop our listening and composition skills, we identified the 

length of each note and then began to play what we had read, 

sang and listened to. It was brilliant to see how accurate 

everyone’s playing is becoming and how confident we are at 

reading musical notation.  

In our computing learning, we 

have been exploring how people 

can work together and 

communicate with one another 

when they are not in the same 

location. To support our learning in 

this, we used our tablets to create a 

shared Google Slides document that 

recorded key facts about a country. However, there was a catch: we 

were only allowed to use the tools available in this piece of software 

to communicate with one another and we weren’t allowed to talk! 

Using the ’comments’ feature, we left each other notes and clear 

instructions so that we were successful in our task. At the end of the 

lesson, we summarised important features of communication and 
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recapped our knowledge of staying safe online, as well as working out how this lesson stretched 

our four BLP learning muscles this half term: capitalising, persevering, collaboration and meta-

learning. Despite the activity being frustrating, we could all see how important it was to use 

effective communication.  

 

We’ve also been making our Christmas cards this week- they’ll be sent home after the holidays. 

They look brilliant!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

We’ve had a real focus on science this week with some excellent 

learning to make sure we’re all confident in our knowledge of 

states of matter. We wrote up our evaporation investigations 

from last week which meant we needed to think scientifically 

about the reliability of our tests and work out what our results 

really show us. Most of us decided to get reliable results we’d 

need to do the investigation again but we’d have to make a 

change like leaving it for a longer time or using less water as 

many groups saw no change in their samples. We realised this 

wasn’t because no evaporation was happening but was most probably because of our 

investigation design. This led to lots of interesting questions about what we could do differently, 

what we would expect to happen if we made those changes and also any further questions we 

might want to investigate in the future.  

 

We’ve all had a chance to use our scientific knowledge and 

vocabulary to explain and define the different states of matter: 

solids, liquids and gases. We can tell you all about how the 

particles are behaving in these states and what that means for a 

material in that state. Next, we looked at melting and boiling 

points and used a table of different melting points to work out 

which materials would be a solid or a liquid at room 

temperature. There was a bit of a trick at the end with ice which 

we had to think carefully about as of 

course, if ice is heated to room 

temperature, it is no longer ice and 

will have melted into liquid water.  

 

Finally, on Thursday we arrived at 

school to find a puddle in our 

classroom. Luckily, this wasn’t a leak but was put there on purpose 

and it had a little sign next to it asking us what we think will 

happen to it. Lots of discussion sprung up about what will happen 

and we all made our predictions. We thought that it would most 

probably gradually evaporate which we explained meant the heat 

from the classroom would slowly heat the water and cause it to 

change from a liquid into a gas, which we call water vapour. We observed the puddle closely 

over the day and recorded the changes by drawing a chalk outline around it so we could track 

its size. We decided that it would get smaller due to the evaporation. When we checked again at 

the end of the day, we could definitely see evidence of evaporation as there was a dry spot in 
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the middle and at one edge. Thinking about what we learned about evaporation in our 

investigation we thought that it would evaporate quicker if we put it outside on a sunny day. 

While discussing this we made lots of links to other examples of evaporation in our day to day 

lives, like when we have a shower and we worked out why everything in the bathroom ends up 

wet through the process of condensation where the evaporated water cools and changes back to 

a liquid again.  

 

Cumbria in Bloom Awards 

 

On Wednesday, three ambassadors from our school 

travelled with Miss Hutton to the Cumbria in Bloom awards 

in Carlisle Civic Centre. After having a little look at all the 

regalia in the Civic Centre, we joined all the other Cumbria 

in Blooms winners in the council chamber to re-receive our 

awards. It was great to see all of the other winners in all 

of the different categories although it was a nerve-wracking 

wait for our award! The judges that visted our school 

shared some lovely comments about how thrilled we were 

when they originally gave us our award as well as how 

clear it was to them that gardening and outdoor learning 

was a special part of our school curriculum. Eventually, we 

heard our school name and went to the front to receive our award from the Mayor of Carlisle- 

what a brilliant experience! We have appeared in the 

Cumberland News today, too, as well as online on the News 

and Star website! 

https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23061725.cumbria-

bloom-awards-handed-carlisles-civic-centre/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23061725.cumbria-bloom-awards-handed-carlisles-civic-centre/
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23061725.cumbria-bloom-awards-handed-carlisles-civic-centre/
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Harvest Festival 

Last Friday evening, around half of our school joined 

together at St Thomas a Becket church in Farlam to 

celebrate harvest with one another and our families. We 

performed prayers, poems and things that we are grateful 

for, as well as three harvest-themed songs. After the 

service, there was a produce auction and refreshements of 

cakes and biscuits: thank you to 

everyone for your generous 

donations. The produce auction 

raised around £100 and the 

refreshements sold by the PFA rasied 

over £80! WOW! Thank you, 

everyone!  

 

WHS Football Tournament 

 

After scoring an amazing ten goals and making some fantastic saves, 

our school football team made it all the way to the semi-finals in a 

school football tounrament on Saturday! Despite the wind and rain, 

everyone played fantastically and the determination, collaboration 

and sportsmanship of every member of our team was outstanding!  

 

A huge thank you to parents, 

family members, siblings 

and staff that supported our 

team, too. Well done, everyone- we are so proud of you! 
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