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th

 April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week 18
th

 April: Lockie, Thomas and Maci  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 151   Helvellyn 132   Blencathra 136 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a great start to the Summer Term in Class 1! We are 

also very happy to welcome some new children into Class 

1 with Alexandru in Year 1, Eugene and Lucas in 

Reception and Azalea in Nursery.  

 

In our history and understanding the world learning this 

week, we celebrated the Queen’s birthday and began learning about Queen Elizabeth II. We made 

links to our previous geography learning about London, utilising our knowledge of Buckingham 

Palace and the Tower of London when sharing our prior knowledge of the Queen and her role.   

In our music learning, we had a great time exploring on the keyboards. We 

began by focusing on the notes C, D 

and E. We compared how the different 

notes sounded and practised imitating 

patterns and although challenging to it 

was very fun. We cannot wait to 

practise using the keyboard more this 

half term.  

 

We also began to 

explore our new Talk for Writing book ‘Where the Wild Things 

Are’ by Maurice Sendak. We generated some questions about 

the story based on the 

front cover and made 

some interesting 

observations about what 

may happen and what the 

‘wild things’ were. We then enjoyed sharing the story together, 

asking questions and making predictions throughout. We were 

then challenged to create our very own ‘wild things’ using 

chalk outside. It was brilliant to see just how unique our wild 

thing creatures were!  
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In our maths in Year 1 this week, we have been focusing on measuring 

height and length. We developed our knowledge of the different 

mathematical vocabulary linked to measures and also conducted our own 

investigations of height and length around the 

classroom. In Reception, we have been focusing 

on creating number bonds to 5 and 10 using the 

Numicon. We also focused on the value of the 

Numicon pieces ordering them in ascending and 

descending order. In Nursery we have been 

playing dominoes, focusing on the colour and 

shape of the dinosaurs on the dominoes 

in order to match them accurately.  

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

What a busy few days we have had in Class 2! During our maths 

lessons, we have continued to learn about fractions and - in particular - we have focused on 

halves, quarters and the equivalence of two quarters to one half. We had a go at playing 

‘fractions dominoes’ and we had to match the correct fraction pictures to the written fraction 

aswell as the fractions written as words. We had to 

collaborate with each other in our groups and reason in 

order to complete the game accurately. Listening to the rest of 

the group was vital and we questioned each other as we 

went along to ensure 

the correct domino 

was placed in the 

right place. As a 

class, we are looking 

forward to our future 

fractions lessons and 

using some more of 

the resources for fun, 

practical lessons to 

help stretch our 

learning further.  
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During geography this week, we 

have been learning the eight 

points of the compass. After 

using our listening skills to 

learn the points of a compass, 

we put these into practise and 

we had a go at directing our 

partner using all eight points of 

the compass. It was quite 

challenging to use the NE, SE, 

SW and NW directions but we 

persevered and got there in the 

end. We had a great lengthy 

discussion around why we 

need to learn the points of a 

compass and we came up with 

lots of great reasons. After our 

practical activity, we looked at 

some real life compasses and 

we collaborated to find North in 

our classroom then North in the 

hall. We discovered that the 

compass on the iPad had an 

ever so slighty different result 

when finding North to the actual compass. Class 2 thought this 

may have been due to the fact one was controlled by technology on the computer and the other 

was not. Finally, we had a go at putting all of our learning into completing a challenging 

worksheet where we had to follow instructions to get to different places.  

  

In Phonics, we have been recapping our sounds; are, air, kn, n, wr, r, ph, f, au and aw. We 

had a go at using our phonics knowledge to decide where each word went under the correct 

sound. Next, we applied our phonics sounds to some writing and we used our imagination to 

create our own sentences using the different words from each sound. We worked so hard and 

have made such big 

improvements in our writing 

and applying our phonics 

sounds that Miss Johnstone 

gave us all a house point and 

was very proud of us!  
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Class 3 News  

 

This week, we welcomed Maci into Class 3! We hope that she enjoys her learning journey here at 

Hallbankgate. 

 

In literacy this week, we started writing our ‘cold writes’ to show what we 

know about writing newspaper articles, already. From this, we will be 

developing our understanding of how newspaper articles are structured (and 

all of the features that we need to include) as well as how to include a 

number of literary features that show a contrast between characters. This will 

include reported and direct speech, facts versus opinions, active and passive 

voice and formal and informal language. We will be writing newspaper 

articles based on our new class text, Letters from the lighthouse (by Emma 

Carroll), making links to our history learning about World War 2, too. 

 

In our maths learning in Year 4, we have been learning about telling the time. Using clocks to 

help us, we have been recapping what we know already and have been building on this 

learning to learn how to tell the time accurately. We have been set the challenge of telling the 

time over the weekend at home too, focusing on o’clock, half past, quarter to and quarter past.  

In Year 5 and 6, we have been learning more about area and perimeter, after our pre-learning 

outdoor maths lessons about this last term. Making sure that we were stretching our noticing 

skills to identify and calculate any missing sides, we used our 

recall of key mathematical vocabulary and definitions to work out 

the area and perimeter of a range of compound shapes. Learning 

about area and perimeter in our outdoor maths lessons before the 

holidays really helped us in our learning this week and we have 

successfully applied this knowledge. Well done, Class 3! 

 

We’ve also been reviewing our progress in our Maths Passports 

this week, with many of us very close 

to moving up to the next set of targets- we really appreciate all the 

adult support from home in helping us to meet our targets.  

 

It is great to see that our French lessons are inspiring children to take 

control of their learning outside of school, too! Over the holidays, Hollie 

used her new French book to learn some new words - in French - and 

make links to words that she already knew! Well done, Hollie!  
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Hallbankgate Hub- Easter display 

Did you see all of our Easter decorations in Hallbankgate Hub, last 

week? They looked brilliant! Everyone in the Hub enjoyed looking 

them- well done, everyone!  

 Weekly Wellbeing  

 

On Thursday, our school 

Wellbeing Ambassador really 

pushed themselves out of their 

comfort zone to help us develop 

our school grounds and weekly wellbeing lessons. After 

writing a script, Jasmine helped Miss Hutton to contact Tarn 

Road Nurseries on the telephone, asking them if they could 

supply us with some plants 

as our seedlings are not 

quite ready to be planted 

out. Jasmine explained how our weekly gardening lesson 

makes links to lots of curriculum areas (including science, DT, 

maths and geography) as well as how it is helping us to 

develop our friendships and relationships across the school, 

as we work together and stretch our collaboration learning 

muscle. After asking if they could supply us with plants for 

our pots - and how much it 

would cost - we were amazed 

and delighted when they offered to donate the plants for free! Mr 

Davidson kindly went to collect them and we were all amazed at 

just how many plants they donated! Well done, Jasmine, for being 

an outstanding ambassador for our school!  

Thank you so, so much, Tarn Road Nursery- we are looking 

forward to taking you up on your offer of hosting us for some 

gardening sessions later in the year!  

 

Before the Easter holidays, we got out all of our seeds and 

planted sunflowers, nasturtiums, pumpkins, carrots, beetroots 

and peas. We are pleased to let you know that they have all 

germinated and we have planted potatoes and onion sets, this 

week. We can’t wait to sow more seeds, next week. In the 

meantime, we have been adding to our list of jobs on our 

corridor display- it looks like we are going to be very busy over 

the next couple of months! 
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