
Week beginning 18
th

 November 2019 

 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

 

Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Leisha, Chloe R and April  

Headteacher’s Award: Connor 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 101  Helvellyn 71   Blencathra 75 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

This week in our music lesson, we continued to 

learn how to play using Djembe drums.  Our 

lesson focussed on rhythm and we listened to 

some African drumming to notice the different 

layers in each com[position.  We had to listen 

really carefully during the warm up exercises to 

keep in time and imitate accurately during the 

call and response.  We also composed our own 

rhythms, recording these using items of fruit to represent the number of musical notation of 

crotchet, quavers and semiquavers. For example, the word ‘plum’ represented a crotchet, ‘apple’ 

represented quavers and ‘watermelon’ represented semiquavers. We are looking forward to 

performing lots of different rhythms based on the compositions we have created in pairs, next 

week. 

 

In our art lessons this week, we have been learning about 

the artist Lowry.  We calculated how long he lived for and 

considered what he had lived through: he was born in the 

Victorian era, lived through both the First and Second World 

Wars and during the reign of Queen Victoria through to 

Queen Elizabeth II.  We have stretched our noticing muscles 

by evaluating some of his paintings and techniques, as 

well as our own opinions of his art.  We discussed how, 

despite some 

simplicity to his 

sketches, he is a famous British artist and therefore 

his art is highly regarded by many people.  We 

used his work as inspiration for our own sketches 

of our playground, including ‘matchstick men’ 

characters and subtle shading.   
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In Year 6, we have started our Kidsafe learning. This week, 

we explored what trust is and how it can help us keep safe 

in a range of different situations. We started our learning by 

exploring how we felt when we closed our eyes and were 

moved around by our friends as part of a trust exercise. We 

described this as being fun, although a little uncomfortable and uncertain at times. This activity 

helped us discuss who we could trust and when it would be appropriate to break someone’s 

trust if they were in danger. We also talked about why and when we may feel sad, worried or 

scared and the effect of these feelings on our bodies. We agreed that these feelings and 

responses kept us safe and when we get that ‘yukky’ feeling, that is our body’s was of telling 

us that we know that something isn’t quite right. Our friend KC the monkey helped us in our 

learning and we are looking forward to our next lesson.  

 

In literacy, we have been working together to build up a 

series of toolkits for writing successful stories. We started 

by identifying who our main characters would be and 

how they were interconnected, before writing descriptive 

paragraphs about each one. We explored how we could 

use short simple sentences to really emphasize the 

negative traits in some characters and longer compound or 

complex sentences to add extra detail to other characters. 

We completed the same for some of our settings and tried to 

make sure that we were painting an image in the mind of the 

reader. We also become adverbial detectives, identifying the 

words and phrases that tell the reader where, when, why or 

how something took place. Some children extended their 

learning at home by writing descriptive paragraphs at home to 

add to their story! 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In our Maths No Problem lessons we have been learning about 

division- particularly ‘grouping’ and how to put objects into 

groups. The problems that we had to solve involved putting 

cubes into groups of 2s and 5s which then 

helped us to solve calculations like 20 ÷ 5 

= ? and 20 ÷ 2 =? Not only did we have to write down the answers, but 

we had to “prove it, explain it and draw it” to reply show that we 

understood each calculation, rather than just recalling facts. Using our 

noticing muscles, we realised that when we are solving division problems we can check our 

answers using the ‘inverse’ operation. We discovered that the inverse operation for division is 

multiplication; so to check the answer we could try 5 x 5 =? We will carry on using these 

methods as we work through the division unit of learning. 

 



 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

During our RE topic of Christianity, we have been 

studying the story of the Good Samaritan. We used our 

acting and drama skills to recreate the story in groups. 

We thought about our actions and movements, ensuring 

that they were appropriate for the part we were playing. 

We performed them to the rest of the class and had a 

discussion about strengths and improvements (next steps) 

for the future, as well how each person in the story 

would have felt and the key messages and morals that 

we can take forward into our own lives.   

 

As part of our PSHE lessons, we have had a circle time 

learning activity about friendship and how we can be a 

good friend. We used our excellent listening skills to listen 

carefully to one another and take it turns to pass the 

Barnaby Bear around and answer the questions. We 

could only speak when we had hold of Barnaby, so that 

we were showing respect for each other and everyone’s 

opinions. We discussed what is needed to be a good friend and how we can support one 

another when things get tough. When we discussed a range of scenarios  about different 

situations we might find ourselves in, we had to use our reasoning 

skills to expand on our thoughts to fully explain how we would solve 

the problem.  

 

Class 1 News 

 
In Class 1 this week we have been enjoying our first proper week of 

wintery weather! It has been a great learning opportunity to explore 

the ice and frost and we have been 

conducting investigations to discover how 

different conditions effect the ice. We noticed 

that breathing on the ice or holding it in our 

hands caused it to melt and so did adding 

salt. What wonderful natural opportunities 

for learning! 

 

We have also been developing our knowledge 

of animals and their different diets. We have 

been stretching our knowledge of key 

scientific vocabulary, including carnivore, 

omnivore and herbivore, and the differences between each one. We then 

sorted information cards relating to different animals into a Venn 

diagram to demonstrate and help us explain how we could categorise 

each animal.  
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We have also continued to extend our knowledge of Jack and the 

Beanstalk! In Year 1, we have been creating our own brilliant written 

stories and in Nursery and Reception, we have been creating some 

fantastic beanstalk paintings.  

 

Assemblies this week 

 

On Monday, one of our Tweaks of the Week was to be thankful 

and recognize how lucky we are in school and at home, this 

linked to our Rights Respecting assembly on Wednesday, where 

we celebrated the World Children’s Day, which was also the 

30
th

 year of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. We 

were fascinated to learn 

how little vaccinations 

cost and how many lives 

they can save around the 

world, as well a typical journey a vaccine takes to reach 

the most needy children. We have also been learning 

about how lucky we are to have such clean air where we 

live and the different types of pollution in our 

environment. We compared the pollution in Delhi to the pollution in 

London and found out about the different causes.  

 

Torchlight Procession 

 

On Friday night, we held our annual Torchlight Procession! After a 

busy day of making pasties (cheese and onion and mince and 

onion!), we all met at the top of Crossgates Road, wrapped up in 

as many warm layers as possible! At just after 5:30pm, the Piper 

led us all back down the hill to the Village Hall, where we enjoyed 

a shared supper of soup, sausage sandwiches and the pasties we 

had made in school. It was lovely to see some old faces, extended 

family members and the local community at this event to remember 

the miners that worked in and around Hallbankgate. The bottle 

tombola was as popular as ever and raised lots of money for our 

school - thank you to everyone who came to school in non-

uniform and brought in a bottle. This year, we raised £134.93 for 

our school- thank you everyone! A special thanks to the PFA, 

particularly Kate, Charlotte, Donna and their families, who cooked, baked, tidied up and 

organised an excellent community event. 

Also, thank you to everyone who donated to the Village Craft Fair - the PFA stall raised 

£138.30 towards school trips which is fantastic!  Thank you everyone for your support.  


