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th

 October 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Zach, Thomas and Scarlett   

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 40     Helvellyn 31     Blencathra 36    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In preparation for the Harvest festival, we created some Harvest 

poems. We reflected on some of the different things we were thankful 

for and then used this to create our poems. 

Nursery and Reception drew pictures of some of the 

different fruits and vegetables that may be collected 

at Harvest time and also drew pictures of some of 

the things they were thankful for. Year 1 formed 

sentences detailing what they were thankful for 

and then drew pictures to demonstrate this too. 

 

We have also been developing our writing skills when creating poems for the 

Hub writing competition, too. Nursery and Reception drew a picture of a bat or 

cat and then generated simile sentences linked to their 

chosen animal. Year 1 formed an acrostic poem linked to a 

bat or cat. They were wonderful! 

 

In Maths this week, in Year 1 we have been identifying 

which numbers are before or after a given number. We 

used number lines and number tracks to help us but also 

formed numbers physically using blocks to help us to 

visualise the numbers and different patterns. In Nursery 

and Reception, we focused in on the numbers 2, 3 and 4 and how they can 

be formed in different ways. We used our fingers, 

conkers, pine cones, counters and cubes. We also 

developed our knowledge of repeating patterns, 

creating both visual and physical patterns. 
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In phonics, in Nursery and Reception we have started to refine our 

segmenting skills, working out the different sounds in words. In Year 1, 

we have been beginning to look at alternative sounds and how they are 

represented. They are tricky but we are persevering! 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been stretching our 

imagining muscles as we began writing our own stories based on our 

class story; The Owl 

Who Was Afraid of the Dark.  We persevered 

and stretched our revising muscles as we 

checked our work and looked at how we 

could improve it. We tried really hard to use 

alliteration and similes in our writing as 

we’ve been working really hard on these over 

the last few weeks. 

  

We have spent some time this week stretching 

some physical muscles, in our hands and 

fingers, as well as within our brains. We used 

plasticine too, which was quite tricky to 

manipulate, to create our spelling words.  

Although it was quite challenging, it was a fun 

way to practice our spellings. 

 

Miss Simpson has been in Class 2 this week working with us in Year 2, with a particular focus 

on friends and the qualities of what makes a good friend.  We spent some time reflecting on our 

own qualities and the ways in which we are good friends. We thought carefully about examples 

of when we helped or supported our friends and thought carefully about how being a good 

friend makes us and those around us feel.  
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This week, we have spent time thinking about Harvest and why it is 

important. We thought about the meaning of Harvest Festival as we prepared 

for our own Harvest Festival in school.  We reflected on the importance of 

being thankful and those we are thankful to for the Harvest and we made 

links to Literacy as we wrote poems about this festival. We also made links 

to RE and wrote prayers for Harvest: some of us shared what 

we wrote in our Harvest Festival Celebration. 

 

Finally, we have been thinking about Halloween! In our 

Literacy lesson we created Halloween poems for the Hub competition. This was 

great fun and a fantastic way to end a very busy half term!  

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have made excellent progress with our understanding and 

use of formal written methods for multiplication. As we have been learning about factors, 

primes, multiples, squares and cubes over the last few weeks, we really stretched our making 

links learning muscle to bring all of this learning together. When completing our calculations, we 

made sure that we carefully represented each numeral/ calculation so that we made fewer 

avoidable errors, as well as making sure that we made links to our knowledge of multiplcation 

facts, so that we worked efficiently. In Year 4, we worked towards identifying what happens 

when you divide by 0 or 1 (building on from our learning last week, where we explored 

multiplying by 1 and 0) as well as how to multiply by three 

numbers in a row. In Year 5, we explored the grid method of 

multiplication (which helped us to visualise and understand 

the place value of each calculation) and in Year 6, we 

recapped multiplying by a single digit, before moving on to 

learning how to multiply a 4 digit number by a two digit 

number, remembering to include our place holders.  
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In literacy this week, we completed our persuasive texts 

about Hen Harriers before moving on to our poetry unit. We 

explored the language used by Shakespeare in his Song of 

the Witches (from Macbeth), before imitating this style to 

write our very own poems. We explored rhyming couplets 

to stretch our imitating learning muscles; identifying 

Halloween-themed words, phases and descriptions to 

include, as well as rhyming words/couplets. We also 

practised reciting a version of this poem, learning it off by 

heart and thinking about how we should perform this 

performance poem.   

 

As part of our Religious Education lessons this week, we 

have been thinking about Harvest and what we are grateful 

for. We made links to our literacy learning and wrote 

cinquain poems that we used as prayers, stretching our 

empathy learning muscle by thinking about those people that 

are not as fortunate as we are, as well as how hard all of 

the farmers work to provide us with food. We really enjoyed 

sharing these are part of our Harvest Festival on Thursday. 

 

 

In PE this week, we have been building on our skills in 

hockey! We have really impressed Ric with our skill 

progression and have been playing games in our houses. 

This learning built on our learning from the beginning of 

term, where we explored attacking and defensive tactics.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had a very busy week tying off loose ends and finishing our most recent topics in our 

foundation subjects. We all used the knowledge we’ve gained in our science learning this term to 

complete a POP (proof of progress) task, where we had to look carefully at different circuits and 

circuit diagrams and answer questions about them. We have also finished our informative 

zigzag books on the changes from the Stone Age to the Iron age. We had to challenge ourselves to 

distil information from different sources to make sure our work was accurate and based on 

evidence. Many of use chose creative ways to communicate our knowledge, such as drawing 

maps or timelines.  

 

We have also had great fun in Class 3 this week writing Halloween poems to go to Hallbankgate 

Hub for a Halloween writing competition. Thinking of something spooky and Halloween related, 

we have created scary acrostic poems and had great fun decorating them with eerie images. If 

you would like to read all of our poems, you can find them in the Hub over half term as part of 

their Halloween display! 

 

It might be a little early for the mention of the big C at the end of term. But we’ve all painted 

some wonderful designs which can be bought for you to share with your friends and family. We 

painted them using our new impressionist techniques using inspirations from existing Christmas 

cards: more information was sent out on Thursday.  

 

Harvest Festival 

On Thursday, we were joined by Reverend 

Johnsen for a special Harvest Collective 

Worship. We performed the hymns that we 

have been learning each week in our usual 

Collectiive Worships, as well as the poems 

and prayers that we wrote earlier in the 

week. Our Harvest theme was ‘thankfulness’ 

and we gave thanks for everything from our 

family and friends, to food and clean water. 

It was excellent to be able to share our 

learning like this, too. We also got to use our 

brand new interactive board in the school 

hall!  
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Whole School Feel-good Friday: Outdoor Mathematics  

We took advantage of the sunny 

weather in our outdoor maths 

learning last week, particularly in 

years Year 3, 4, 5 and 6! Using our 

bodies and the shadows that they 

created, we explored different types of 

angles, including acute angles, right angles and obtuse angles. 

Having not explored angles since the summer term, it was a real 

test of our memories as we used the ‘I say, you say’ method to try and 

remember the definitions of each type of angle. We really impressed Miss 

Hutton with how much we had remembered about each angle and how 

many we were able to identify. In Year 3, we 

tried to identify and find as many right 

angles as we could, before working with our 

older partners to make and name acute and 

obtuse angles. At the end of the lesson, we 

had a toe-tapping angle disco, where we used our feet and the 

playground markings to create the three types of angles we had 

explored during the lesson! Can you work out whether we made 

acute, right or obtuse angles in these photos? 
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Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

What a lot of progress we made in 

our weekly gardening lesson, last 

Friday! After we made our plans 

the week before, we set to work in 

our brand new learning buddies! 

Our Class 1 and Class 3 buddies 

worked together to move some 

strawberry plants to our vegetable garden 

and Class 2 and 3 buddies worked 

together to dig out some more rhubarb 

crowns before beginning to dig up some 

weeds. We were all so exited that our 

new gardening gloves had been 

delivered (as well as lots of new 

gardening tools!) and we have 

certainly made a good start on our 

plans. A few children who were self-

isolating at home also made an 

excellent start on some more detailed plans of things that we 

could build to encourage wildlife to our new outdoor classroom. 

A huge thank you to Fern’s dad who moved some bark chippings for us and for delivering some 

huge logs that we’ll use as part of our new seating area! Thank you!  
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Welcome Back! 

We are all looking forward to Miss Johnstone and Mrs Leigh returning from their maternity 

leaves after the half term holiday! Miss Johnstone will be teaching in Class 2 (three days each 

week) and Mrs Leigh will continue to support Class 3. We are looking forward to having them 

back in school! 

 

 

Well done, everyone! 

We are really proud of you and all the progress that you have 

made this half term! 

 

Have a lovely half-term holiday! 

 

 

  


