
 

  Weeks beginning 18
th

 September 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:   Tommy, Beau and Thomas 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  22    Helvellyn  31  Blencathra  20 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In phonics in Reception this week we started to 

explore different letters, focusing on the letters s, 

a, t and p. We learnt different actions and 

sounds linked to each of the letters. We are 

looking forward to learning more soon and we’re so excited when we read 

our first word- sat! In phonics in Nursery, we have 

been creating different mouth shapes using mirrors to 

help us in changing our mouths to make different 

shapes. We have also been playing a game called ‘Listening Len has a box’ 

in which we identified different noisy objects based on their sound. 

 

In maths in Early Years, we have been developing our understanding of 

matching and identifying similarities and differences. 

We enjoyed playing matching games and sorting 

objects into different groups. We used our noticing skills really effectively to 

support us in identifying patterns and describing how we had grouped 

objects together. We have also been developing our knowledge of the 

numbers 1, 2 and 3 using our Numberblocks characters to help us. We have 

been identifying numbers based on the numbers of spots we could see 

(subitising) and have also been representing these numbers using our 

fingers. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have started to explore the story of The Little Red Hen. We 

have enjoyed listening to the story and beginning to generate some actions alongside learning to 

tell the story aloud. We have brilliant voices to show the different characters! We also created a 

collaborative story map and are looking forward to creating our own story maps next week.  
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 Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our computing and understanding the world 

learning, we enjoyed learning about the different parts 

of a computer and laptop and learning about what the 

purpose of each of the parts is. We also used our hand 

to eye coordination skills to practise using a laptop 

touchpad to create complete pictures. 

 

In our geography and understanding the world 

learning, we continued to develop our knowledge of the 

United Kingdom. We learnt more about the different 

countries which make up the United Kingdom and also 

learnt about the capital cities in each of the countries. 

In Nursery and Reception, we then enjoyed sorting 

animals based on their habitat asking the question 

would this animal live in the sea or on the land. In 

Year 1, we labelled a diagram of the United Kingdom to 

identify the different countries. 

 

 

 

 

We used magnetic letters to help 

us practise our spellings this 

week, too! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our literacy 

learning, we have been continuing 

with our non-chronological reports 

about nocturnal animals. We looked 

back and used our research from last 

week to start to write up our very 

own reports. First, we discussed an 

appropriate title for our non-

chronological reports and then wrote 

these in our literacy books. Next, we 

looked back at the introduction we came up with altogether last week and decided how we could 

make this into our own introductions by using some of the same vocabulary. All of us decided to 

include a rhetorical question within our introduction as we thought this was a great way to grab 

the attention of the reader. We continued to write our reports 

one subheading at a time and we focused on what the 

animals look like, what they eat and how can we help them.  

   

In our phonics learning this week, we have been learning all 

about polysyllabic words like; sand + castle = sandcastle 

and hand + stand = handstand. We studied the words 

together and then had to read with speed when they came 

up on the board. Finally, we had to look at each picture and 

write down what the picture 

was showing. For an extra challenge we came up with 

sentences with polysyllabic words and took it in turns to read 

these out to the rest of the class.  
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During our DT lesson this week, we started to saw the 

wood in preparation for making our Roman catapults over 

the next few weeks. Last week, we spent the lesson 

accurately measuring out the wood to the correct lengths 

using centimeters. We all had a safety briefing first about 

how to saw the wood safely. It was quite tricky to saw 

the wood but after lots of determination and patience we 

got there in the end. After sawing the wood, we used the 

sand paper to smooth 

down the edges to ensure there were no splinters and to make 

it have a smooth finish on the ends. We are so excited to 

carry on with our DT 

projects over the next 

few weeks and look 

forward to sharing the 

progress with you!  

 

    

In our history learning this week, we have been looking at 

timelines showing the rise 

and fall of the Roman 

Empire. One of our learning activities involved working out how 

to order the events on the timeline, before we talked about them 

created our own version. We made sure that we included key 

events and dates on such as; the building of Hadrian’s wall, the 

building of Rome and when the Roman rule in Britain ended. We 

are really enjoying learning all about the Romans and the Roman 

Empire.  
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This week in our maths learning, we have been continuing 

to learn all about place value. Part of our learning included 

filling in the missing numbers on a number line, 

partitioning numbers up to 1000, finding one more than a 

number and writing 

numbers up to 100 in 

words. We had a sheet to 

help us with the spellings 

of the numbers as words 

as this was tricky. 

Carefully, we had to use 

our noticing skills to read 

the number and copy down 

the correct spelling for the 

number as a word.  

     

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

In Class 2 this week, we have continued to get to grips with reading and exploring our new 

class text, ‘The owl who was afraid of the dark’. This week, in our guided reading lessons, we 

have focused on reading the extracts carefully to retrieve key pieces of information, before 

stretching our inference skills to think about how the characters might have felt. We have also 

been practising our skills in finding and copying statements and questions (about particular 

parts of the story), which supports 

our literacy learning too. To really 

stretch our learning, we have been 

trying to make sure that we answer 

in full sentences, giving as many 

reasons as we can for our ideas 

and answers. With us completing 

this four times a week, we have 

made so much progress, already! 
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In our literacy lessons, as well as writing 

our non-chronological reports, we have 

been working hard to develop of reading 

skills further in Year 1. Using information 

about owls, bats and foxes, we worked 

hard to read each sentence, before working 

out which photograph matched the caption 

that we had just read! We really enjoyed 

this and it was great to practice reading 

our tricky words at the same time!  

 

 

 

In our science learning this week, we have continued to develop our 

scientific enquiry skills. This week, we completed an investigation 

to determine which materials form a shadow. We recorded what we 

already knew about materials (when making our predictions) and  

drew a labelled diagram to form part of our investigation. We then 

set about testing each object with torches, having defined and 

discussed what a shadow is 

and what they look like. Our 

scientific enquiry skills have 

really developed since the 

beginning of term and we have 

so much learning in our science 

books already- we are definitely superstar scientists!  

 

In RE this week, we have continued to write our poems and 

prayers all about Harvest. We have really stretched our 

revising learning muscle to look back at what we created last 

week, before editing and improving what we had written. At 

the end of the lesson, we sat on our new ‘story-teller’s stool’ 

to read out our creations. We hope to share as many of them 

as possible with you at our Harvest Festival.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

It’s been another busy week in Class 3! In maths, we’ve been continuing 

our learning about place value, in particular comparing and ordering 

numbers and using and completing number lines. We’ve been dealing 

with some pretty large numbers with Year 4 working with numbers up 

to 10,000, Year 5 up to 1,000,000 and Year 6 up to 10,000,000. Year 6 

have also been flexing their reasoning and problem-solving muscles by 

applying their place value knowledge to a variety of different problems. 

 

In literacy this week we’ve been working on all things descriptive by 

combining our senses with a range of literary techniques to explore how authors create 

believable and imaginative settings. This has included exploring how to convey sound using 

onomatopoeia; using personification to evoke feelings; similes to explore what things look like 

and a character’s reactions and viewpoint to show what the setting is like. On Friday we 

brought all these techniques together to create our own stunning setting descriptions inspired by 

Katya Balen’s descriptions of October’s wood in our class text October, October.  

  

Our computing learning this term is introducing us to computing systems and networks. We have 

role-played how a network works and how networks can communicate with each other through 

a router, as well as what the internet is for and the differences 

between a website and a web-page.  

 

In music we have been 

recapping our keyboard 

knowledge before we move 

on to the next unit. We’ve 

been reading the music, 

clapping the rhythms, singing and playing the notes on our 

keyboards. 

 

We had a fascinating fact-finding mission in history this 

week, where we stretched our collaborating muscles to find 

out about four of the first civilisations: The Indus Valley, 

The Ancient Sumer, Ancient Egypt and The Shang Dynasty. 

To ensure our enquiry was focused and to help us locate 

the information in a secondary source we first generated 

questions for what we might want to find out. We then 

read our information texts carefully and used our reading 

skills to pick out the relevant information and summarise it 
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in our fact tables. Finally, we had to report back to our groups to 

share what we found out so that each member of our group ended 

up learning about all four civilisations.  

 

Our science learning this week was quite literally out of this world 

when we blasted into our solar system to learn about what lies 

out there between the sun, us and the rest of the universe. Again, 

we collaborated to find out about our solar system’s planets and 

their key features. It was 

fascinating to learn about how 

many moons each planet has, 

whether it has rings, what it’s 

made of and what colour is appears as.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

Building on our learning from last week, In RE this week, we have been developing our Harvest 

prayers and poems. Stretching our imagining learning muscle, we learned about narrative poems 

and how they are structured before taking the reader on a journey of things that we are grateful 

for- from fields to farmers, to water and wildlife. We tried to use all of our senses when writing 

these poems and prayers so that we could immerse the reader in the message that we are trying 

to portray.   

 

In our design and technology learning this week, we have been continuing to 

learn about Canopic chests and how they were 

designed and created. Exploring a range of images 

and historical sources of information, we began to 

evaluate the significance of how these chests were 

designed and the meaning and symbolism behind 

their decorative features, including hieroglyphics 

and the symbolism of Horus and his sons. By 

evaluating and 

understanding key design 

features and their meaning, we can make sure 

that our representations and designs are as 

accurate as possible. We are all very excited to 

begin planning and making these chests!  

 

 

As part of our guided reading, we have been continuing to learn more about October (our main 

character) and her life in the woods. This week, we have explored the significance of phrases 

that the author has used and how their repetition emphasises October’s feelings towards her 

mother. We have also been starting toe stretching our inference and deduction skills by reading 

extracts from more than one character’s point of view. This, alongside exploring the symbolism 

and metaphors that are woven throughout the story, has helped us to understand why October 

behaves in certain ways and how the author as cleverly used the woods and the city as 

metaphors for her relationship with her parents. We are all really gripped by what has 

happened so far.  
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Hallbankgate Village Flower Show 

 

In Celebration Assembly this week, we celebrated and 

shared all of the entries to the Village Flower Show that 

took place at the end of the summer holidays. Class 3 

received a special trophy in recognition of the refugee 

exhibition that was on display and many children received 

special commendations for what they had entered. We 

received some excellent feedback that we thought you would 

like to hear: ‘I was judging at the Flower Show on Saturday 

& wanted to say how very difficult it was. The children's 

writing was all of such a very high standard & the effort, 

time and skill shown in every piece of work was clear to 

see. There was only the finest of fine lines between the 

winning entries and those that were not placed. All the 

visitors to the show were very impressed with all the 

children's work & many spent time reading the pieces of 

writing.’  Everyone should be very 

proud of their learning. Well done 

everyone! 

 

 

Gardening Club 

What a brilliant first week in gardening 

club! This week, we used the apples 

from the apple tree to make chutney! 

We’ll be donating this chutney to the 

Harvest Festival produce 

auction next week and – be 

warned – it sold out very 

quickly last year! We also 

sorted the seeds that we 

have in school and began to design 

our planting and write to-do lists 

that we’ll work on over the next few 

weeks.  
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Strive for Five 

After launching ‘Strive for Five’ last Friday, we had an incredible number of children receive their 

first ‘Strive for Five’ reading certificate in Celebration Assembly this week. In total, we had 27 

children read at least five times since last Friday- there was almost no space left in the hall 

when everyone received their certificate!  What an incredible start to this reading challenge! 

Everyone should be incredibly proud. Keep it up! 

 

Arriving and leaving school  

Please remember there is no parking in the layby at the front of school: this is required for 

school buses during pick up and drop off times.  If someone other than yourself is picking up 

your child/ren, please ensure that you let us know before 3pm, if possible, and that you let them 

know not to park in the layby, also. 

A reminder of timings are as follows:  

Drop off for all children: 8.45-8.55am (playground gate closes at 8:55am). 

Pick up for all children: 3:30pm 

 

School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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