
 

  Week beginning 18
th

 and 25
th

 March 2024 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Zoe, Jesse and Beth 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  171    Helvellyn  184   Blencathra  171 

 

Over the last two weeks, we have been working hard to show just how 

much progress we have made in our termly assessments. We’ve all shown 

a determined and resilient attitude - even when they were challenging! 

  

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning, we have continued 

to develop our understanding of numbers 

within 10. We stretched our knowledge by 

considering the concepts of more and less 

linked to numbers up to 10. We used maths 

resources like tens frames to support us in 

our counting. We have also been exploring 

composition to 10 by looking at how 10 can 

be arranged in different ways and number 

bonds to 10. We learnt that there are lots 

of different ways to make 10 and enjoyed 

exploring number bonds using Numicon 

and tens frames to help us. We expanded 

our understanding of numbers to 10 by 

learning all about odd and even numbers too. It was interesting to identify the patterns of odd 

and even numbers and practise recognising odd and even numbers in different arrangements. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception we have been focusing 

on recapping and consolidating the letters, sounds and actions 

we have learnt so far. We have been practising forming the 

different letters and reading words involving the focus 

sounds. In phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring loud 

and quiet sounds playing a noisy neighbour game in which 

we listened to different environmental sounds and sorted  
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pictures into loud and quiet groups. We also enjoyed adjusting the volume of different musical 

instruments and playing the odd one out game linked to pictures of 

loud and quiet objects, grouping the pictures and justifying why we 

had grouped them in that particular way. We have also been 

practising forming the different letters in our names and recognising 

different syllables in words. We had fun singing the roly poly song 

in which we adjusted our singing speed and sorted objects into 

things which go fast and things which go slow too.  

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to develop our 

knowledge, focusing on trees. We looked at 

different types of trees, comparing their 

similarities and differences and also learnt 

the different names and functions for the 

different parts of a tree. We made some 

interesting comparisons to the parts of a flower learning we have already done. We have also 

been learning about Spring and the transition between the seasons of Winter and Spring. We 

explored some of the different signs of Spring and went on a Spring hunt in our outdoor 

environment, finding new buds on trees, daffodils and bluebells. We also enjoyed changing our 

seasons tree to reflect Spring, adding blossom to the branches and Spring flowers around the 

base of the tree. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we learnt about two different religious festivals: 

Holi festival and Easter. We learnt about some of the different traditions linked to the tradition of 

Holi and were really intrigued by the idea of throwing colourful powder paint. It looks like such 

a fun and vibrant celebration to mark the beginning of Spring and good triumphing over evil. We 

also learnt about the Christian celebration of Easter, including the Easter story and how Easter is 

celebrated. We discussed some of the different ways in which people celebrate and also made 

some brilliant links between the Easter story and the 

Christian symbol of the cross and Jesus' crucifixion. 
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In our geography and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to develop our map 

skills, exploring a range of different maps, including 

newer and older maps. It was interesting to compare 

the different maps and see how they have changed 

over time, including the level of detail added and the 

colours used. We also learn about the difference 

between human and physical geography features and 

sorted different objects into either human or physical 

geography features.  

 

In our design 

technology learning we 

have enjoyed making 

both cupcakes and 

pizzas in the last few 

weeks. We began by 

making cupcakes, 

measuring out the 

different ingredients carefully 

and then combining them 

together. As we have been 

making recipes using local 

ingredients, we asked to use 

some eggs from Mr and Mrs 

Davidson’s hens. It was really 

interesting to compare the 

different eggs, observing the 

different colours, sizes and 

thickness of the shells. It was 

great to learn about the hens 

that laid the eggs too and we 

would like to thank Mr and 

Mrs Davidson too for helping 

us. After baking the cupcakes, 

we then tried them and they 

were delicious! We also enjoyed making pizza, using the skills we developed when making 

bread, particularly kneading the dough. After measuring out the ingredients and creating the 

dough, we then began chopping up different vegetables to add on top. We chopped up pepper 
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and courgette and also added 

sweetcorn and cheese after adding our 

tomato passata to the pizza base. 

After cooking we then enjoyed eating 

our pizzas, they were really tasty! 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

To finish off what has been an incredibly busy term, we ended this week 

by completing our very own ‘defeating the monster’ tales, based on the story 

of Fantastic Mr Fox. Making sure that we included a range of description to 

show the reader what was happening (rather than telling them explicitly), 

we enjoyed writing our own innovations and sharing them with our friends 

on the Storyteller’s Stool! It is amazing to see 

just how much progress we have made in our 

writing since the beginning of the school year 

and how we are all making deliberate 

vocabulary choices to add detail and interest.  

 

In our science learning, we have 

completed our unit of learning based on 

animals (including humans). Over the 

last couple of weeks, we have worked 

hard to identify the similarities and 

differences between the life cycles of amphibians, birds, invertebrates 

and mammals and have focused on the changes from birth to old age 

in humans. Our science lessons enabled us to apply our understanding 

of life processes and technical vocabulary (such as metamorphosis and 

maturing), as well as allowing us to make links to what we 

understand about the world around us and our own experiences. We 

also stretched our skills in working scientifically as we worked hard to 

answer the question, ‘Are older people always the tallest?’. We made 

excellent predictions (based on our knowledge of our friends around 

us) and then we set about testing it! At the end of the lesson, we each decided what we could 

investigate next, from the correlation between shoe size and height to the correlation between age 

and how far people could jump or stretch. What super scientists we have in Class 2! 
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In our RE learning, we have focused on writing thoughts, poems and prayers about things that 

we are thankful for. We talked about how prayers and opportunities to reflect are important - 

whether a person has a religion or not - and how these practises can positively impact people’s 

lives and the decisions that they make. At the end of the lesson, we stretched our empathy 

learning muscle to put ourselves in the shoes of someone else as we thought about things that 

we are proud of and things that we could do differently if we faced challenges or difficulty. 

 

Finally, we have completed our Waggonway map of the local area! Using all of the knowledge 

that our visitors taught us a couple of weeks ago, we brought our map to life and we are excited 

that it will be displayed in the Village Hall for all the history-enthusiasts to see!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News  

(Mrs Whitfield)  

 

Over the past couple 

of weeks in our 

history lessons, we 

have been learning 

all about George 

Stephenson’s 

achievements in his 

life. We linked to our knowledge from last week and recapped that 

George was born in 1781 and he died in 1848. We found out that 

George worked in the coal mines in his lifetime. He created ‘The 

Blucher’ which was his first steam engine in 1814. George was a 
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budding engineer and a year later (in 1815) he invented a safety lamp for the coal miners to use. 

In 1821 George built the Stockton to Darlington railway (this took him 4 years to build). Next, 

George invented the Manchester to Liverpool railway in 1826. George also entered a locomotive 

competition in 1829 with his invention ‘Stephenson’s Rocket’ in which he won! His locomotive 

engine was the fastest at carrying the heavy load along the railway line during the competition. 

We learnt that George Stephenson was a very successful engineer and he helped to build over a 

third of Britain’s railways alongside helping many other countries.  

 

In our Literacy, we have been focusing on innovating parts of our model text and in particular 

the dilemmas in the story of Fantastic Mr Fox. We spent 

time discussing what the dilemmas were in the story and 

we then had a go at writing our own innovations, being 

careful to not change too much of the story. Next, we 

turned our innovations into proper sentences. Finally, we 

created paragraphs of writing for our own version of the 

dilemmas in the story. As part of our literacy over the past 

few sessions, we have also been continuing to practice our 

handwriting in our handwriting books to form our letters 

correctly. We have also been recapping what homophones 

and prepositions are and picking these out of the model 

text.  

  

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

Over the course of the last two weeks, we have all nearly completed 

sewing and embroidering our Viking mittens! It was quite nerve-

wracking when we began cutting out our felt (making sure that we 

left the marked seam allowance) and a little confusing - at first - 

when we turned the felt over and sewed the right sides together. It 

all made sense once we turned them inside out (technically, the right 

way around!) and we got to try them on! Once we had finished 

them, we evaluated our designs and skills with suggested 

improvements including making our mittens a little bigger so we had 
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more room to wiggle our fingers or to add more detail in our 

embroidery. We are really proud of our creations and we are 

looking forward to cooking next term! 

 

In our French learning, we have been working hard to finish 

off our unit on things that we like (and do not like!) doing. 

Examples included different sporting activities or activities such 

as watching television. We also consolidated and recapped our 

knowledge of directions and places in town by writing sets of 

instructions (in French) for our friends to follow! It was great 

to apply our knowledge of French 

numbers and directions into the 

same activity. Finally, we 

recapped our knowledge of 

weather and practised saying yes or no to agree or disagree with 

each type of weather 

that we suggested.  

 

In our final PE 

lessons of this half term, we continued to enjoy 

and develop our skills in fencing. Although a 

slightly different sport, these lessons allowed us to 

practise a range of movement patterns and being 

responsive to the action that was taking place- a 

skill used in many team sports that we have 

already focused on this year. We also enjoyed 

ending the term with dodgeball- a definite class favourite!  

 

In our RE lessons, we have finished off the term by linking our knowledge of values and morals 

to our school and how we all show kindness, compassion, empathy and understanding towards 

one another. We created posters to represent these values and we hope to add them to our new 

British Values display in the corridor.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

What a busy couple of weeks we’ve had. Amongst assessments, we’ve been finishing off our 

learning across all our subjects. In literacy, we’ve completed our unit on journey tales which 

culminated in us writing our Hot Writes. We’ve spent 

a lot of time this week editing and revising our drafts 

to make sure our writing is doing everything we 

want it to.  

 

In history and geography, we have also been doing 

some writing. To finish off our topic on the Vikings, 

we wrote a discussion about whether or not the 

Vikings deserve their reputation in history as brutal 

and violent raiders. We used evidence from our learning this term to discuss some reasons they 

might deserve this reputation, for example their brutal attack on Lindisfarne, and reasons they 

might have been more than just violent raiders. For this side of the argument, we looked at 

evidence that showed the Vikings as settlers and members of a community that mostly farmed 

and traded highly skilled crafts.  

 

In geography, we had a lovely afternoon creating beautifully presented 

double page spreads to show off all our learning about coasts. We linked 

back to our learning in literacy about writing to inform and made sure our 

writing was engaging and interesting as well 

as being accurate and full of all the 

information you would need to know about 

coasts.  

 

 

Finally, in science, we stretched our learning 

about food chains to look at how whole ecosystems and even 

physical geography can be affected by a change in a food chain. To 

do this we explored the loss of and reintroduction of wolves in 

Yellowstone National Park, USA and the 

fascinating impact loosing and then 

reintroducing wolves had on the whole 

food web, environment and even the 

course, flow and quality of the river. We then flipped this learning on 

its head and finished off with a POP (proof of progress) task to see if 

we could then generalise all of our learning and apply it to a new 
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situation by answering the question: how can predators be affected by a change in their 

environment?  

 

Poetry by Heart 

A massive well done to all the children who have learned and performed a poem (or two) by 

heart this term! It has been lovely to see your enthusiasm and wonderful interpretations of so 

many poems. Our entries are in in the national competition so we’ll 

have to watch this space! Poetry Club will resume as normal after 

Easter, hopefully, if the weather improves we can get outside and 

explore some poetry in nature.  

 

Lanercost Cross Country 

On Saturday 23
rd

 March, 8 of us represented our school by taking part in the Lanercost Cross 

Country! Setting off in our relevant age groups, we all ran as fast as we could around the 

course, before crossing the finish line triumphantly! Everyone showed an excellent and 

determined attitude and it was great to have so many family members out to support us- thank 

you! We are incredibly proud of how well we did, with us coming home (or back to school!) 

with two medals! A huge thank you to Mrs Beesley, Mr Mitchinson, Mrs Arnold and Miss Hutton 

for cheering us on, too! 

 

Home-learning Projects 

Wow! What a brilliant set of Home-learning Projects! Over the course of this week, we have 

all been so excited and intrigued to share our projects with one another and share all of our 

wonderful learning. The range of projects have been so varied and we enjoyed sharing in each 

other’s learning journeys. It was also wonderful to welcome over 40 parents and family members 

to our school to share these wonderful pieces of home-learning- thank you! We’ll share 

photos after Easter! 
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Music and Poetry Club parent assemblies 

 

On Wednesday, Ben Draper’s musicians performed in a special musical 

assembly. Joined by around 20 parents and family members (as well 

as the rest of the school), we were lucky enough to hear solos on the 

keyboard and guitar, as well as duets and sing-alongs where the 

whole school (and audience members) joined in! Despite it being a 

little nerve-wracking, we all performed each 

piece of music confidently and we felt so proud of ourselves for what we 

had achieved!  

On Thursday, we were delighted to perform our Poetry By Heart entries to 

a packed-out hall, too! Having developed and perfected our poems as part 

of Poetry Club with Mrs Arnold, we took to the stage and performed them 

in front of everyone and they were brilliant! Like our musicians, it was 

clear just how much practise had gone in to each and every performance 

and we are so proud of everyone for their effort, determination and creativity.  

 

 

Easter-egg hunt 

We had a special visit from the Easter Bunny 

on Thursday! At break time, we realised that 

lots of eggs had been hidden around the 

playground and we all enjoyed working 

together to find them. We really enjoyed our 

Easter treat and it was a brilliant way to end the term! Yum yum!  

 

Well done, everyone, for a brilliant term! We’ll see 

you back in school on Tuesday 16
th

 April 2024! 
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We are supporting Cumbria's primary school  

Baa-ttery Recycling Campaign  

A battery recycling campaign with a difference has been 
launched in primary schools across Cumbria to encourage 
more battery recycling, with a sheep as its mascot. A 
staggering 3.2 million batteries are discarded in Cumbrian 
waste each year, which is equal to the weight of over  3650 
Herdwick sheep! 

Batteries should never be disposed of in regular waste or recycling bins. When damaged 
during the transportation or treatment process, they have the potential to explode or ignite, 
which can lead to fires and pose serious risks to personal safety.  
The baa-ttery campaign seeks to raise awareness of the issue and to promote the recycling 
of used batteries. 
Batteries are commonly found in various household items including toys, phones, 
electronic equipment. Renewi, which operates two Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT) 
facilities in Cumbria in partnership with Cumberland and Westmorland & Furness Councils, 
serves 225,000 households, receiving over 110k tonnes of residual household waste per 
annum.  It processes and diverts household waste away from landfill and creates material 
suitable for energy recovery in UK cement kilns for recycling.  
Renewi has partnered with Valpak Limited to issue battery boxes to the schools in order 
to raise awareness of the importance of battery recycling. All pupils will be asked to 
support the campaign by bringing their used batteries into school. When the battery boxes 
are full the boxes can be collected, free of charge. The full box will be collected and a new 
empty box replacement will be provided. 
Hallbankgate School has three secure battery boxes and we are encouraging parents to 
drop off their used batteries and to spread the word.   
 
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign  

 

https://www.valpak.co.uk/
https://www.recycle-more.co.uk/recycling-resources-for-kids/baa-ttery-campaign
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