
 

Week beginning 18
th

 November and 25
th

 November 2024 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  w/c 18
th

 November: Ivy, Zach, Vera and Connor 

  w/c 25
th

 November: Zoe, Fern and Leah 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 40     Helvellyn 27   Blencathra 32  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

This week in Class 1, we have been working on 

developing our fine motor skills by hanging 

washing on a washing line! We had to pinch 

the pegs whilst holding up the washing but it 

was quite tricky! We have also been exercising 

our gross motor skills and we have been working 

on forming a circle; starting at the top and going 

all the way round and back up to the top. To 

really know what a circle looked like, we have 

been on a circle hunt and found lots of different 

circle shapes hidden in the classroom before 

practising forming the circle shape, stood up and 

lying on our tummies. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been learning the new sounds ‘v v v vanishing 

van’, ‘w w w wonderful web’ and ‘x x x mix up six’. We have been practising our cursive letter 

formation for each sound, too. Throughout the week, we have also been working on our verbal 

segmenting and blending and practising 

spelling and writing cvc words, such as 

van, Viv, win, web, box and mix in our 

phonics books. As our rhyme goes, we can 

hear our sounds really well so we use our 

phonics knowledge to help us spell and,  

when it gets tricky, we use our phonics 

mats to help find the sound. 

 

In Reception maths, we have been learning how different parts make a whole. To 

start. we looked at objects such as jigsaws, a screw and bolt, pen and pen lid. 

We took them apart and counted the different parts and put them back together to 

make a whole. We then looked at the different parts that make us whole: we have 

a head, shoulders, knees and toes and they make us whole. After, we started to 

look at the different numbers that make up 4 and 5.  
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Miss Moscrop introduced us to the add symbol + and the karate 

chop equals symbol =. We have also been practising our number 

formation.  

 

This week in phonics, in 

Nursery we have been 

exploring loud and quiet sounds. We chose 

different musical instruments and had to 

play them quietly and loudly. When we played them 

quietly we had to be very gently and play them slowly. 

We listened to the story Peace at Last and made the 

different sounds from the story, too. We used finger 

rhymes to warm our hands up and practised writing the initial sound in 

our names in the sand, too. We played the sound game ’noisy neighbour’ 

too, where we pretended to be asleep and the noisy neighbour would make 

different noises to wake us up.  

 

 

 

 

In maths in Nursery, we have been learning about repeating patterns. Using loose parts, we 

have been working on completing repeating patterns using not only two but three different types 

of objects. We have been creating our own repeating coloured pattern, too. First, we chose 2-3 

different coloured paints, next we created our own patterns using a bobbin to dip in the coloured 

paint. To finish the week, Mrs Beesley asked us become pattern 

police as we had to check various patterns for errors.  
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In literacy, we became the character Baby Bear from our class story 

‘Whatever Next’. To stay true to the story, we made jam sandwiches 

for a picnic on the moon! First, we had to spread juicy jam on 2 

slices of bread, next we had to carefully place one slice of bread on 

top of the other to make a sandwich, then we cut our sandwich in 

half. Finally, we wrapped it up ready for our picnic.  

We then had to find a rocket 

and put on our space boots 

and a helmet. Then, we 

blasted of up the chimney to 

the moon, just like Baby Bear. 

We had a picnic on the moon 

with an owl but it suddenly 

started raining so we had to fly all the way home! 

 

 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In computing, we have continued our 

computing lessons with another 

element of art. Over the past two 

weeks we have studied Henri Matisse 

and Kandinsky. We were inspired by 

Henri Matisse’s collage snail, so we 

recreated it using the Paintz app, forming the shapes and using the fill tool to decorate them 

with colour. When recreating Kandinsky's work, we had to think about which tools in the Paintz 

app we would use to create a piece of art similar to Kandinsky's. We practised using the different 

tools and agreed that the paint brush tool gave us the effect we wanted. By changing the paint 

brush size, we were able to create thicker brush strokes and 

smaller when needed. 

 

This week in our history topic we went 

to visit the Hub to see what different 

services the Hub offers the 

community. In groups, we 

searched the Hub before 

recording our findings on a 

clipboard. Once we had 
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finished, we asked the staff members what services they offer to check we had them all. We then 

became time travellers and travelled back over 150 years to when the Hub was first built and 

was known as the Naworth Collieries Cooperative. We learnt that the Hub was originally built to 

accommodate the miners and their families in the village and had lots of different services. We 

compared the services in The Hub now and The Hub in 1877 and found that both had a grocery 

shop, post office and clothes shop. 

 

In science we took a closer look at the characteristics of 

each species. We learnt that we are mammals just like 

elephants and whales. We found out that birds, fish, 

amphibians and reptiles all lay eggs but fish and 

amphibians lay soft eggs. We compared the different 

species and their characteristics and we looked at how 

we could group the different species based on their characteristics. We found 

we could group them as cold or warm blooded or 

lay eggs or give birth to live young. To end our 

science learning, we created a new species the 

Amfishreps, where we had to use the 

characteristics of an amphibian, fish and reptile 

to create a new animal. 

  

 

In music, we have been practicing using the C 

key on the keyboards. We took it in turns to play along to the music. 

Miss Moscrop then introduced us to the D key: we looked at how the 

music notes look different from each other on the sheet music so that the 

player could identify the different notes.  

  

 

 

In PSHE we looked at the differences and similarities between us. We played a game where Miss 

Moscrop ask us to stand up if we had brown hair or green socks (for example) so that we were 

able to see the differences and similarities between each of us. We learnt that diversity means we 

are all different in some way to others. We partnered up and had to find how we were similar 

and different. We then looked at family structures and how each family is different but they are 

all a family, just like all our families.  
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In DT, we explored a range of materials and their different properties. We discussed how this 

helped us make decisions on design ideas. We looked at and talked about the different materials 

we would use to make a park bench, hair bobble, cookie cutter and scooter wheel. If we were 

making a park bench we would want our material to be rigid and stiff, unlike a hair bobble 

which would need to be stretchy and elastic. We have experimented with different materials to 

find out which ones are best to create a celebration card that we will be making over the next 

few weeks.  

Class 2 News:  

 In Class 2, we have been working our socks off! In our m  aths 

learning, we have finished all of our unit for the Autumn term in Year 1, 

so we are now working through consolidation activities to practise and 

apply our new learning. This week, we have been focussing on number 

and the numberline and have been working hard to find one more or one 

less than a given number. In Year 2, we have been learning all about 

shape. This week, we have been learning about the properties of 

different shapes and have been classifying different shapes by the 

number of sides or vertices. We have also been learning about symmetry 

and have really enjoyed creating symmetrical shapes and patterns. In Year 3, we have been 

consolidating and applying our knowledge of addition and 

subtraction by identifying the inverse operation and using this to 

solve problems. We have been continuing 

to practise our written method for column 

addition and column subtraction, 

remembering when we need to exchange 

and make sure that we have added all 

the digit in our tens columns. We have 

also been enjoying practising our 

numberfacts and - as well as singing 

our days of the week and time songs as 

we line up for lunch - we have been challenged to identify the next 

multiple in the 2, 5, 10 or 2 times table as we leave the classroom.  

In literacy, we have been learning more about how we can develop suspense in our story-

writing, having spent the last couple of weeks exploring our model text. This week, we began to 

put together a number of literary and grammatical features that make our writing interesting and 
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exciting for the reader. First, we practised using fronted adverbial 

phrases and commas in lists to add detail and interest before adding in 

short, snappy sentences to show that something was wrong or that 

something had happened suddenly. We also practised showing the 

reader how the character was feeling, rather than telling them that they 

were scared or worried. We practised 

using phrases like, ‘ a shiver shot up 

her spine’, ‘Willow froze,’ or ‘with the 

lamp light flickering in her shaking 

hand,’ to add more detail and interest 

into our narratives. In Year 1, we practised sequencing and 

rewriting the model text in our own words, too, making sure 

that we used the story telling language that we have been 

practising. We can’t wait to write our final stories so  that we 

can send them to Gill Lewis, the author of the book that our 

stories are based on.  

In our phonics learning, we have been getting to grips with 

those tricky split digraphs and have been learning how to read and write them in a range of 

words and sentences. To help us in this learning, we enjoyed playing a ‘roll, read and write’ 

game in-between completing our phonics assessments, and have been split digraph spotters in 

other curriculum areas! In our spellings in Year 3, we have been learning some more common 

exception words and when the ‘k’ sound is made with a ‘que’ spelling. We have been enjoying 

challenging ourselves and asked Miss Hutton for word-searches linked to our spellings for fun! 

We have a really buzz around reading in Class 2 at the moment, with so many of us deciding to 

spend our break-times reading our reading books or reading for pleasure treasure-box books. It 

is wonderful to see just how motivated and excited we are to read and we have made so much 

progress this year already! 

 

Finally, we have all worked incredibly hard to show what we know as part of Assessment 

Week. We were actually very excited to complete the assessments and our teachers are incredibly 

proud of our progress and dedication to learning this term.  
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

It’s been a busy couple of weeks in Class 3 As well as showing what 

we know in our assessments, we’ve been continuing to work hard on all 

our learning. In literacy, we’ve been learning some of the techniques 

authors use to create settings. To get ready for our hot writes, we’ve 

been taking inspiration from Katherine Rundell and imagining ourselves 

onto the rooftops of Paris. We’ve practised changing the atmosphere and 

mood to help our readers feel the feelings of our characters through the 

whole story.  

 

In our VIPERS, we’ve been reading more from our class text, Rooftoppers. We’ve been thinking 

carefully about the main characters and what we can infer from the text about them. In our 

spellings, we have been learning common exception words and words which include hyphens  

 

We were extremely excited to receive some special post last week. Willow wrote to MG Leonard a 

few weeks ago and received a personal response from the 

author. This has inspired a new spate of letter writing, so 

watch this space – hopefully we’ll get some more post soon!  

 

In maths in Year 4, we’ve been working hard on our times-

tables. We’ve learned our 3s, 6s, 9s, 7s, 11s and 12s. In Year 5 

and 6, we’ve been working on 

fractions. In Year 5,  we’ve been 

comparing and ordering fractions as well as converting improper 

fractions into mixed numbers and in Year 6 we’ve been adding and 

subtracting fractions.  
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Afternoons in Key Stage 2  

It’s been a busy couple of weeks across the wider 

curriculum. In science, we’ve moved onto our new unit on 

sound. We’ve learned what sounds are and how they are 

made. We had a lot of fun testing out different ways to 

observe how sound works. We experimented with string 

telephones, watched salt jumping 

and laughed a lot at what 

happens when you put a 

vibrating tuning fork into a 

beaker of water! This week, we carried out an investigation (making 

lots of noise) to see if we could spot any patterns between the features 

of an instrument and the pitch of the sound it produces. Using what 

we observed, we constructed scientific sentences to show cause and 

effect.  

 

In history, we’ve finished off our learning about the Iron Age and are 

looking forward to going back over everything we’ve learned about prehistory and tracking the 

changes using all the artefacts we’ve learned about this term.  

 

In geography we’ve recapped where the UK is in Europe, and in DT 

we have moved a step closer to being able to make our vacuum 

cleaners by designing and making a fan.  

 

We’re very excited to have started 

practising for our Christmas Carol 

Service production, too. We’ve all got 

our parts and are busy learning the 

songs. You’re in for a real treat!  
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National Parliament Week 

This week, we have taken part in National Parliament Week; learning more about how Parliament 

operates. We identified the similarities and differences between the House of Commons and House 

of Lords and learned about how MPs are voted into their roles. We also practised debating (as 

though we were MPs ourselves) and had to listen to the Speaker of the House who was trying to 

maintain order in a very passionate debate! 

 

On Friday, we were lucky enough to be joined by Julie Minns MP to find out even more about 

Parliament. Over the course of the afternoon, we asked Julie questions about her role, the things 

that she finds difficult or 

challenging and the things that 

are important to her in her 

important role. She gave us lots 

of examples of the types of 

things that she does in her job 

and how she votes on new laws 

- we even practised saying ‘aye’ 

or ‘noooo’, as though we were in 

Parliament!  

 

As Julie told us that she wanted 

to be an MP to make a difference in her local area, we took the opportunity to share with her our 

ongoing THRIVE project of road safety. Having worked together over the course of the week to 

prepare our presentation, she shared with her the data that we had collected and what we 

would like to do to make our village a safer place for everyone. She was very impressed at how 

we were being active citizens and was very interested in what was important to us.  

 

It was excellent to have the 

opportunity to meet a real Member 

of Parliament in our school and 

we’d like to thank Julie for 

spending time with us in school. 
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Reading at Hallbankgate  

WOW! Just look at how many books we have read on Accelerated Reader so far this 

term! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Raffle 

We are starting to build up some super prizes for our Christmas Raffle and there are more prizes 

being added each week!  The draw will be made at the last showing of our Christmas 

Performance on Thursday 19
th

 December.  Tickets will be available from the school office w/c 16
th

 

December. 

 

 
Huge thanks to all of the companies who have so kindly donated to our Christmas Raffle this 

year.  What a fantastic selection of prizes!   

  

Donator Donator 
Thompsons of Prudhoe 
32” HD Smart LED TV 

Beamish Open Air Museum, County Durham 
2 Complimentary Day Tickets 

Fusion Trampoline Park 
£10 Voucher 

Talkin Adventures 
One boat hire and family golf voucher 

World of Beatrix Potter, Bowness-on-Windermere 
Golden Ticket – admits family of 4 and souvenir book 

Mblem Wear, Brampton 
Personalised Christmas Cuddly Toy 

Windermere Lake Cruises 
Family Gift Card – Freedom of the Lake Cruise 

Lloyd Tractors, Kingstown 
Black padded gillet 

Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway 
All Day Voucher (2 adults and 2 children) 

Carrs Billington 
£10 voucher 

Theatre by the Lake, Keswick 
2 tickets for The Jungle Book 

Eden Rock, Carlisle 
Free family induction (2 adults and 2 children) 

Maryport Aquarium 
Family Day pass (2 adults and 2 children) 

Railhead Garage, Brampton 
Luxury M&S Christmas Chocolate Box 

Sally’s, Warwick Bridge 
Voucher for 10 scones to take away 

The Fleece, Ruleholme 
£25 Voucher 
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