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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

Welcome back! We have all had a brilliant week back in school: we hope 

that you enjoy reading all about what we have been learning! 

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a great first week back in Class 1 we 

and have enjoyed welcoming more new children into 

Nursery!  

 

The vehicles we have been working on in design and 

technology are finally finished and they look 

amazing! After researching and designing our 

vehicles, we then used saws to cut wood for our frame and wheel axis. 

We then created the body of our vehicles, adding paint and other details, 

such as number plates and sirens too. Our finished vehicles look fantastic 

and it was really interesting for us to have the opportunity to reflect on 

the design process and what we think worked well and what we have learnt.  

 

In maths in Year 1 this week, we have been exploring volume and 

capacity. We started by investigating in the water tray outside 

with a variety of different containers. It was great to explore the 

concepts of volume and capacity practically and it was a 

fantastic introduction to our learning. We discovered the difference 

between measuring volume and capacity and the mathematical 

vocabulary linked to measurement. We also 

solved problems involving capacity and 

volume.  

 

In maths in Reception, we have been 

extending our understanding of numbers 

above 10. We started by looking at patterns between the numbers and 

began to explore the concept of tens and ones. In maths in Nursery we 

have been exploring creating different patterns and counting out numbers 

of actions.  

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

We have also started learning our new Talk for Writing story, Dogger 

by Shirley Hughes. After listening to the story, we identified the 

characters and setting in the story and then highlighted the events in 

the beginning, middle and end of the story. We also discussed 

language that we were uncertain of and some of the feelings that the 

characters would have felt at different stages of the story.  

 

We have also started to learn about plants and what they need to grow 

effectively. Using the knowledge we gained, we then explored our 

outdoor area to see which plants were growing around us. We can't 

wait to have a go at planting seeds and seeing how they grow! 

 

  

Class 2 News 

 

What an exciting and busy first week back we have had in 

Class 2! At the start of the week, we enjoyed our first PE 

session of the year on the field! We began learning the 

skills involved in cricket and we really impressed Ric- 

especially as we haven’t played cricket since 2019! 

 

In our Geography learning this week, we have started our new topic of Continents and Oceans. 

We really stretched our noticing learning muscles to discover where the continents were and 

needed to work together to research where Europe ended and Asia began.  We stretched our 

imitating muscles to label a world map in our class, as well as our collaborating muscles when 

we then ordered the continents and oceans in order of size. We are really enjoying our new 

Geography display area and using the non-fiction books to find out more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Literacy this week, we have started reading our new class book 

‘Meerkat Mail’ by Emily Gravett.  We really enjoyed stretching our 

listening muscles and reflecting on the places that the meerkat had 

visited, as well as creating a story map of our new model text. We 
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hope to make lots of links between the places the Sunny (the meerkat) visits and our new 

geography learning!  

 

In our Maths learning this week, we have been 

learning all about length. We started the week 

by ordering lengths; stretching our collaboration 

and noticing muscles to order ourselves by 

height. Throughout the week, we have continued 

to develop our knowledge of length (including 

measuring in centimetres and metres) and 

worked carefully to make sure our measuring 

was accurate. On Thursday, we made the most of the sunshine and our 

outdoor learning environment to create Metre Monsters! We ventured 

outdoors to discover objects greater than and less than 1 metre, using 

lots of comparative language. We discovered that some things could be 

both: the diameter of the tyre was less than one metre, but the 

circumference was greater than one metre! We stretched our imagining 

muscles to help us to predict how long or tall some things were if they 

were greater than a metre, too! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our science learning this week, we have started 

learning about plants. We learnt about the 

different parts of the plant and used our imitating muscles to label a 

diagram. Over the coming weeks, we will deepen our knowledge of 

the parts of the plant as we learn the different job each part has.  
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Class 3 News- Miss Hutton 

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 3! As part of our 

ongoing learning all about looking after ourselves and our 

wellbeing, we started this term with a ‘Check-in’ on our new 

tablets. This gave us all the opportunity to let Miss Hutton and 

Mrs Arnold know how our Easter holiday was, as well as 

how we had been feeling. We also reflected on the best bits 

and the not-so-good bits. We built on this on Wednesday 

(with our ‘Check-up’) and on again on Friday (with our ‘Check-out’) 

so that we have regular opportunities to reflect on our feelings, 

friendships and attitudes to learning. We still have our class worry 

boxes and know that we can talk to our teachers at any time, too, 

but these check-ins mean that we can let our teachers know (in a 

different way) if anything is worrying us, or anything that is going 

really well. We are all really enjoying ‘checking-in’, ‘checking-up’ and 

‘checking-out’! 

 

In our maths lessons this week, 

we had the welcome return of Orla! Over the years, Orla 

has found learning a little bit difficult and we have worked 

together to help her on her learning journey. Before the 

Easter holidays, we decided that Orla should try and spend 

some time in our class and we all agreed that we could 

help her (if she needed it!). Well, Orla’s week is going well 

so far and she is really enjoying learning all about 

perimeter as part of 

our maths lessons! In 

her maths books, she has set us three different challenges- 

each one getting a little more challenging. We have been 

working hard to reason and prove our calculations, 

understanding and answers, as well write explanations 

and diagrams to answer 

Orla’s questions and help 

develop her 

understanding- we have really enjoyed helping her in her 

learning and choosing our own level of challenge, too! We have 

also enjoyed recording some of our learning on our new tablets 

and have quickly got to grips with how to access and save 

different documents and links.  
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In literacy this week, we have started to read Tom’s Midnight Garden and 

we have been really stretching our ‘making links’ learning muscle by 

making comparisons to some of our other class texts. At the beginning of 

the week, we wrote our ‘cold write’ discussion texts, before creating a 

story map of our model text. We will be working towards writing our 

very own discussion texts (linked to Tom’s Midnight Garden) over the 

next few weeks, but before we get to that stage, we need to find out a 

little more about the plot and characters in this exciting story. On Friday, 

we stretched or reading skills by answering questions based on 

Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and Summary 

(VIPERS for short) and really enjoyed exploring the first 5 chapters in 

greater detail.  

 

In our computing learning this week, we started a new unit: creating 

repetition in shapes. Using the new laptops and tablets, 

we started to learn how to program a screen turtle using 

the coding language called LOGO. This unit of learning 

aligns perfectly with our maths learning and we have 

been recapping and applying our knowledge of left and 

right/ position and direction, as well as 45, 

90 and 180 degree turns to change the 

direction of our screen turtle. In this lesson, 

we also started to debug our code; working 

out what went wrong (if anything) and 

how to change the code so that the screen turtle created the 

intended path. We really enjoyed learning these new commands 

and we really stretched our reasoning learning muscle to create 

these shapes.  

 

As part of our retrieval and recall of skills and knowledge this week, we have been completing 

some POP tasks, which are our Proof of Progress activities. In French, we proved just how 

much progress we had made (in learning about numbers, how to 

greet someone and the names of family members) and in literacy, 

we recapped some of the important punctuation rules. To 

complete these POP tasks, we completed quizzes on our new 

tablets before sharing the answers and discussing each one.  
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In PE this week, we have been developing our cricket skills. We started 

our lessons by recapping how to throw and catch accurately, before 

moving on to learning how to bowl, field and bat. We ended our lesson 

on Tuesday by playing a games of diamond cricket so that we got 

chance to develop our skills in each of these areas.  

 

 

Class 3 News- Mrs Arnold 

In Class 3 science this week we have been finishing off our learning on 

food chains by looking at keystone species and their importance within an ecosystem. We 

started the lesson with an exciting specimen that Will had brought in from home. He kindly 

showed our class his dinosaur tooth that is approximately 70million years 

old! Even though it was from such a long 

time ago, we were able to look at the shape of 

the tooth and deduce that it must have been a 

carnivore because it was sharp and pointy 

like a canine (used for tearing meat). We then 

transported our attention to the USA where we learned about 

the affect wolves have on the ecosystems and habitats of 

Yellowstone National Park. We learned that their removal 

from the park 100 years ago through hunting had a 

devastating effect on all the life and even the river 

within the park. We examined a food web from the park 

and constructed our own food chains from it, using all 

our excellent vocabulary that we learned before Easter. 

We then used our food chain knowledge to make predictions about what would happen once 

the wolves were removed from the park and then again about what would happen once the 

wolves were reintroduced. Finally, we watched an incredible video that showed us how the 

impact of reintroducing wolves to the park was so far reaching and positive that they even 

changed the geography of the river which provided more habitats for animals and cleaner 

drinking water for humans!  
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In our geography learning this week, we have been looking at the temperate deciduous forest 

biome. We used all our knowledge of the world map, climate zones and even Earth’s 

movement around the sun to identify where temperate forests 

are in the world and what the climate might be like in those 

places. We used our previous learning from our Earth and 

Space topic to apply the affect the tilt of the Earth on its axis 

has on creating seasons for the parts of the world further 

away from the equator. Putting this all together we realised 

that the UK is in the perfect climate for deciduous woodland 

and learned that this is the main biome here. To prove this 

theory correct, we worked in groups around the school grounds 

to collect evidence which suggests we live within a temperate 

biome. We used ID sheets to help us identify deciduous and 

evergreen trees, flowering and non-flowering plants, signs and 

clues of any animals and any indicators of seasonal change and variation. We discovered 

that the vast majority of the trees around the school site were in fact deciduous and we 

found many, many signs and indications that lots of different 

animals live here. We also sadly found a dead mole, but we’ve 

buried him in the hope that we can examine its skeleton in a few 

months!   
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After School Clubs 

We are so pleased that our After School Clubs have restarted 

and they are working very well in our bubbles! Before the 

Easter holidays, we all voted on what we wanted to learn at 

these clubs and there were 

so many sports that we decided that it would be a good idea 

to have a variety of sports over the next few months. On 

Monday, we [played football and started to build on these 

skills and we did the same on Tuesday, but this time in 

basketball. Thank you to our PE coach, Ric Armstrong, for 

providing these excellent clubs! On Thursday, we had our 

first gardening club! In our bubbles, we explored our school 

grounds and came up with lots of ideas about what we 

would like to do, as well as all of the things that we would 

need. We have so many ideas and can’t wait to make a start! We have signed up to the RHS 

Schools Gardening campaign and will work towards achieving the bronze, silver or gold 

award, too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Online safety 

We have been talking about how we can stay safe online, this week. You can find lots of  

online safety learning information here: https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides or on our 

school website: https://hallbankgate.org.uk/Parents/Online-safety/  

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/Parents/Online-safety/

