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Welcome back! We have all had a brilliant week hack in school: we iwp,e
that you enjoy rzad;mg all ahout what we have heen Leamtng/

Class 1 News

' We have had a greatﬂrst week hack in Class 1 we
and have er'oyed WQLcoang more new- children into
Nursery./

| The vehicles we have heen wvﬁang on in d,e,ngrL and,
b@,ch,rwiogy are an,alLH finished and tiw,y look
ama,z‘mg! After research‘mg and d,engnLng our
vehicles, we then used saws to-cut wood for our frame and wheel axis.
We then created the body of our vehicles, a,doLLn,g paint and other details,
such as numhber Ialates and sirens too. Our finished vehicles look fantastic
and it was rea,lly interesti for us to- have the opportunity to reflect on
t/ua dxa.ﬂgn, process and what we think worked WQ,LL and what we have leamnt.

In maths in Year ! this week, we have heen exptonng volume and
capacity. We started b,y investigating in the water tray outside
with a variety of different containers. It was great to*explom the
concepts of volume and capacity Iaract'u:atly and it was a :
fantastic introduction to- our learning. We discovered the difference § ==
between measuring volume and capacity and the mathematical

UL TR BT vvta,buta.ly linked, to- measuwrement. We also

'« Rl solved problems involving capacity and
&Y volume.

¢ In maths in Rece,o,twn, we have heen
L exto,erLng our undzrstamdl;ng of numhbers :

- M ohove /0. We started by Lovkmg at patterns between the numhbers and

: began tO‘exIaLom the concept of tens and ones. In maths in Nu,r:sery we

» have heen explonng creating different patterns and counting out numhbers

. of actions.
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HE wl  We have also started learning our new- Talk for Writing story, Dogger
- el i ‘ by Shu'lxay Hughzs After Lwt@m.ng to the story, we identified the
s characters and setting in the story and then high[i,ghto,d the events in
-.-_; the b,qgl,rmmg middle and end of the story. We also discussed.
‘ Lan,guage that we were uncertain of and some of thzfeeh;ngs that the
characters would have fe[t at deﬁerznt stages of the 5to7y.

We have also started to learn about IaLan,ts and what th,ey need, to- grow-
o,ﬁcectwely Uscn,g the kwwiedge we amzd we then exlo,Lomd our
outdoor area to see which IaLants wv,re growing around us. We cant
wait to have a goat Ia[anttng seeds and, seeing how~ t/w.y 9fU’W‘./

Class 2 News

What an exciting and bu,sy first week back we have had in
Class 21 At the start of the week, we er‘oyed our first PE
session of the year on the field! We begcm lza,ang the
skills involved in cricket and we ro,a,LLy Lm,aressed, Ric-
especially as we havent played cricket since 2019/

In ourGQography Leaang this week, we have started our new- topic of Continents and Oceans.
We raa,lly stretched our noticing lp,a,ang muscles to discover where the continents were and
needed, to- work togethzr to- research where Europe ended and Asia bpgo,n,. We stretched our
imitating muscles to label a world map in our class, as well as our coi[a,b,m‘atl;ng muscles when
we then ordered the continents and oceans in order of size. We are rea[[y enjoying our new-
Geography d,leaLaH area and using the non-fiction hooks to find out more information.

In LLto,ra,cy this week, we have started rzadmg our new- class hook
Meerkat Mail by Erndy Gravett. We FQG,[[H enjoyed stretcthg our

Lstang muscles and reﬂect:;ng on the IaLa,ces that the meerkat had
visited, as well as creating a story map of our new model text. We




Learning From Each Other - Building Successful Learners www.hallbankgate.org.uk

hop,@ to- make lots of links between the pla.ces the Su,rmy (the meerkat) visits and our new-
geography learning!

In our Maths Lo,ammg this week, we have been
lza,rm all about lzngth, We started the week
by mdznng Lengths stretchmg our cotlaboration
and noticing muscles to order ourselves by
/w.Lght. Wmmu,ghout the week, we have continued
to*d,evztop our /cmrwied.ge of length ( LrLcLu,cLLng
measuring in centimetres and metres) and
worked, camfully to- make sure our measuring
was accurate. On Wmursday, we made the most of the sunshine and our
outdoor lp,a,mmg environment to- create Metre Monsters! We ventured
outdoors to discover objiects greater than and less than | metre, using

lots of comparative lan.guage. We discovered that some t/un,gs could he
bhoth: the diameter of the tyre was less than one metre, but the
circumference was greater than one metre! We stretched our i

muscles to /wlp ws tO'Io,rzcht how- Long or tall some tiu;ngs were if tiw,y
were greater than a metre, too!

7777 In our science learning this week, we have started
/8 Leammg ahout ptants. We learnt about the
different parts of the pta,n,t and wsed our imitating muscles to label a
cLLagram. Over the coming weeks, we will dezlozn ow*/crwwizdge of
t/uz,parts of tfva,a[a,nt as we lean the dg'j’erentjob Q,achpart has.
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Class 3 News- Miss Hutton

Ay
Whato,busy week we have had in Class 3!/ /‘\spa,rtofow~
ongoing learning all about looking after ourselves and our
WQLLb,QLng, we started this term with a Check-in' on our new
tablets. This gave us all the opportunity to let Miss Hutton and
Mrs Amold know- how- our Easter hoiLda,H was, as well as
how- we had heen feettng. We also reflected on the best hits
and the not-so*—govd bits. We built on this on Wednzsday
(with our Check-up’) and on again on Friday (with our Check-out)
so that we have r@gula,r opportunities to- reflect on our fe@['mgs,
frtendshtps and attitudes to Learn'mg. We still have our class worry
boxes and know that we can talk to- our teachers at any time, too,
but these check-ins mean that we can let our teachers know-(in a
different woy )i if anythmg is wvamg us, or anythmg that is 9omg
rQalLH well. We are all FQ,G,U,H enjoying chzc/cmg in, chp,c/cmg up and @ ‘{
chec/ang -out!

W In our maths lessons this week,
we had the welcome return of Orla! Over the years, Orla
= has found learning a little bit difficult and we have worked
togethp,r to- /w,LIa her on her Lea,ang journey. Before the
Easter hoitdays, we decided that Orla should try and, speer
some time in our class and we all a,grzed that we could
/ua[p her (i if she needed it 1). Well, Orla’s week is going well
‘ so far and she is rQaLLy (mjoymg [p,a,mmg all about

pertmeter as part of 5 o . R

our maths lessons! In =
her maths b,ovks she has set us three different challznges—
each one getting a little more c/wllzngmg We have heen
wvr/cmg hard to reason and prove our calculations,
undzrstandm.g and answers, as well write ex,o,tafw,twns
and dmgrams to- answer
Orla’s questions and /ua[p
dp,vvlop her
undzrsta,n,dmg— we have ro,a,LLH ery oyed hQLang her in her
Ip.a,rnLng and, chozrsLng our own level of chatlznge, too! We have
also er'oyed ro,comLi,ng some of our Lea,rru‘,ng on our new- tahlets
and have qu,i,c/cly got to-grips with how- to-access and save
different documents and links.
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In literacy this week, we have started to-read Tom's Midnight Garden and |
we have been really stretching our ‘making links' learning muscle by TO Mj
making comparisons to some of our other class texts. At the heginning of MIDNIGHT

the week, we wrote our ‘cold write discussion texts, hefore creating a
story map of our model text. We will bhe wvrk'mg towards writing our
very own discussion texts (linked to- Tom's Midnight Garden) over the
next few weeks, hut hefore we get tor that stage, we need. to find out a
little more ahout the Iol,ot and characters in this exciting story. On Frtd,ay,
we stretched orrza.d,mg skills b,y answering questions based on
Vocab,utary, Inference, Prediction, Ex,alanatwn, Retrieval and Summary
(VIPERS for short) and FQ,G,LLH ery‘oyed ex,a[oving the first 5 ch,apters in
greater detail.

H ‘ R In ow*comlau,tmg lzaang this week, we started a new- unit: creaiLng
repetition in shapzs. Ustng the new- Laptops and tablets,
we started to learn how- tO'Io,rogram a screen turtle using

the cod‘mg Langu,age called LOGO. This unit of lxw,rn‘mg
aligns Iozrfectly with our maths Lea,rnm,g and we have
been rzcappmg and applymg crur/crwwiedg of left and
t/ 5Ltwn and direction, as well as 45,
90 a,n,d 180 degre,e turns to chan.ge the
o direction of our screen turtle. In this lesson,
# we also started to*dzbug our code; wvrlcmg
out what went wrong ( if o,nythl;ng) and,
how- to- chan.ge the code sothat the screen turtle created the
intended path. We really ery oyed I,Qa,rm,ng these new- command.s
and we rza[[y stretched, our rea.soning I.Qamtng muscle to create
these sh,a,pzs.

part of our retrieval and recall of skills and /cmrw&dge this week, we have heen cmnp/ztmg
some POP tasks, which are our Proof of P ress activities. In french, we Io,row,d, Just how-
much progress we had made (in learning ab,out numhbers, how- to -
greet someone and the names of farmty memhbers) and in Luﬁeracy,
we reca.pped some of the important punctuation rules. To
com,o.lzto, these POP tasks, we cmptetzd quizzes on our new-
tablets before sharing the answers and di,scussi,ng each one.
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In PE this week, we have heen dzvelopmg our cricket skills. We started
our lessons b,y recapping how- to throw- and. catch a,ccura&LH, hefore
. ing on to Izam'mg how-to bowl, field and bat. We ended our lesson
on Tu,o,sd,a,y by IaLa.yLn,g a games of diamond cricket so-that we qgot
chance to dzvzlop our skills in each of these areas.

Class 3 News- Mrs Amold

In Class 3 science this week we have been fLrLLsh,Lng off our lza,m,mg on
f y looking at /co.ystom species and, their importance within an ecosy stem. We
started the lesson with an exciting specimen that Will had meLght in from home. He /cmd,ty
= = showed our class his dinosaur tooth that is appmaccmatety /Omillion years
= old/ Evzn,thoughttwasfrmnsucha,l,(mg
5 time ago, wewereablzto*[ovlcatthzshapzqf

the tooth and deduce that it must have heen a
“* camivore because it was sharp and pointy

SNy like a canine (used for to,a,rtng meat). We then

tru,nsp.m‘bzd our attention tothe USA where we learned ahout
the affect wolves have on the ecosy stems and habitats of
Yellowstone National Park. We learned that their removal
from the park 100 years o*thnru,gh h,u,nt‘mg had a
dp,vu,stat effect on all the life and even the river
within the pa,rk We examined a food weh from the fw,ric
and constructed our own food chains from it, using all
our excellent vvmbula;y that we learned hefore Easter.
We then used our food chain /crwww’.edge to- make predictions a,bout what Woutd /ulplo,en once
the wolves wemremmdfmmtfmparkandtiwnagamab,out what wvutdhappmoncetfm
wolves were reintroduced. Fi Lrw,LLH, we wuaiched an incredible video that showed us how- the
impact of rantroduang wolves to the paﬁc was so far rw,ch‘mg and positive that thzy even
ch,a.nged, the geograp.hy of the river which PJ‘U’V‘Ld.Qd, more habitats for animals and cleaner
drm/cmg wuater for humans!
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In our geography lza,mmg this week, we have heen Lo-okmg at the temperate deciduous forest
biome. We used all ourlcncmded.ge of the wortd map, climate zones and even Earth's
movement around the sun to Ld,entgfy where temperate forests ‘
are in the world and what the climate m,ight be like in those
pla.ces. We used our previous lza,ang from our Earth and
Space topic to*app[y the affect the tilt of the Earth on its axis
has on creating seasomns for the parts of the world further
away from the eguator Putthg this all togethzr we realised
that the UK is in the Io,qlfe,ct climate for deciduous wouvdland
and learned that this is the main hiome here. o prove this
thm'ry correct, we worked in groups around the schoot grou,nds
to- cotlect evidence which suggests we live within a temperate
biome. We used ID sheets to hzlp ws Ldzntify deciduous and
evergreen trees, ﬂowrarmg and non fLUWQang Iala.n.ts signs and A
clues of any animals and any indicators of seasonal c/wnge and variation. We dtscow,red
that the vast majonty of the trees around the school site were in fact deciduous and we
found many, many signs and indications that lots of di ﬁerent
animals live here. We also sa,d,Ly found a dead mole, but we ve
buried him in the /wpz that we can examine its skeleton in a few
months!
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After School Clubs
We are so-pleased that our After Schoot Clubs have restarted R .
and th,ey are wuﬁcm,g very well in our bubbles! Before the SCHOOL
Easter holidays, we all voted on what we wanted to- learn at GARDENING
these clubs and there were
so-many sports that we decided that it Wouldbzagovdeza
to have a variety of sports over the next few-months. On
/V\anday, Weplayed, foothall and started to- build on these
skills and we did the same on Tu,o,sd,ay, but this time in
| hasketball. Thank you to-our PE coach, Ric Armstro'ng, for
4 providing these excellent clubs! On Thursday, we had our
first go,rdzn'mg club! In our bubbles, we Qxlalomd our schoot
ground.s and came up with lots of ideas about what we

- — = would like to-do, as well as all of the tiun,gs that we would
need. We have so many ideas and can't wait to make a start! We have Stgrw,d up to- the RHS
Schools Ga,rdzm,ng campaign and will work towards a,chw,vmg the bhronze, silver orgoid
award, too-

Online safety

We have heen taUang about how- we can stay safe online, this week. You co,rLfmd lots of
online sa,fety lzaang information here: https:/ / natLonaLon[Lrwsafety.cm/ 9Lu;d25 or on our
school wehsite: htt,p,s // ha[[ban/cgate. org. uk/Parents/ Onlm-sqfety/



https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
https://hallbankgate.org.uk/Parents/Online-safety/

