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Learners of the Week:  Ivy, Arietta and Freddy  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  153    Helvellyn  159    Blencathra  144 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been 

developing our understanding of length. We 

explored different mathematical language which 

can be used to describe length, using the 

vocabulary long and short in our different 

activities. In our learning we also focused on comparing the lengths of different objects and 

ordering objects based on their length. We have also started to explore measuring height, using 

the language of tall and short. We compared different 

objects based on their height and also measured objects 

using blocks to determine how tall they were. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception 

this week, we have been exploring 

the digraphs oo, oo, ar and or. We 

have been applying our learning 

when segmenting and blending for 

both reading and writing. In our phonics learning in Nursery, we have been 

exploring rhyme. We made rhyming soup, played rhyming bingo and have 

been finding the missing words in rhyming stories.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we have started to focus on the story of Mr 

Gumpy’s Outing. We enjoyed 

sharing the story together and 

exploring the language in the book, 

generating different words for some 

of the key descriptions. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we have started our new topic, 

plants. We looked at different images of plants, 

flowers and trees and shared our own knowledge 

about plants. We can’t wait to learn more over the 

coming weeks! 

 

In our PSHE learning, we joined up with Class 2 

to begin our learning about charities and 

supporting local charities. We are focusing on the 

wonderful work that food banks do and are hoping 

to eventually gather our own donations for a local 

food bank. This week we focused on learning about 

what a food bank is and the important work they 

do. It was great to learn collaboratively and we are 

looking forward to working 

together more this half term. 

 

We also had a brilliant time on our school trip on 

Thursday to the Corn Mill at Warwick Bridge. We 

went in preparation for our Design Technology 

learning where we are going to be making foods 

using local produce. We had a great time learning 

about how flour is produced, looking at the grain 

used and the different equipment needed to mill the 

flour. It was fascinating learning about how the 

water wheel powers the mill equipment and seeing 

it in action. We also looked at and had the opportunity to explore different 

grains using our senses and watching as the grain travelled down to the mill stones. We got 

very dusty watching the mill 

stones at work and then used 

our muscles to pull the bags of 

flour onto the floor above, which 

was hard work but fun too! We 

then watched as the ground 

flour was produced, weighing 

out our own bags of flour and 

adding a date and key 
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information about the flour inside. We 

even got to learn about how bread is 

made in the bakery, knowledge which is 

going to be useful when we make our 

own bread next week! We are so grateful 

to everyone at Warwick Bridge Corn Mill, 

it was a wonderful afternoon of hands 

on learning, which was kindly provided 

as a free visit for school. We even had 

some bags of flour 

and yeast donated to 

help us with our 

cooking over the next few weeks, which is so 

incredibly kind. All in all, it was a fantastic 

opportunity and we are so proud of the children 

as brilliant role models for the school with their 

behaviour, manners and questions! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week in our literacy lessons, we have been learning our new model text ‘The mystery of the 

missing milk’ and we produced a story map for the text. We discovered that the text type was a 

newspaper article and non-fiction (facts). After creating brilliant story maps, we studied the 

newspaper article further to unpick its features such as; headline, introduction, columns, 

paragraphs and quotes. Collaborating together, we discussed the features as a reader and as a 

writer alongside the structure of a newspaper 

article.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been 

continuing our studies of different spelling rules and 

we focused on, dropping the ‘y’ from words to add 

an ‘i’ and then adding an ‘ed’ at the end of the word. For example, if the root word is ‘tidy’ this 

would become ‘tidied.’ We used this new spelling rule to stretch our imaginations to create 

sentences turning the root words into the new words. 

 

During our maths learning this week in Year 2, we have been 

enjoying our new unit of work ‘length and height.’ We had some 

super challenges of estimating the length of the hall, classroom 

and certain objects within the classroom using metres or 

centimeters. After using the metre sticks and rulers to help us 

check our predictions we realised we were pretty accurate! In 

Year 1, we have been completing the challenge cards for 

consolidation after completing our unit of work on addition and 

subtraction within 20. In Year 3, we have been learning all about 

division with remainders 

which involved lots of 

persevering because we did at 

first find this tricky.  
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 In our history learning this week, we 

have had such an exciting lesson 

because we got the chance to explore 

our Anglo - Saxon artefact box from 

the library. This was great fun and 

we really enjoyed predicting and 

working out what each object was, 

what it was used for, who used it 

and what material is was made 

from. We explored objects such as; a loom weight, Sutton Hoo 

helmet, piece of animal pelt, Lucet and yarn, wooden comb, 

double ended spoon, replica Saxon coin, runes and an Anglo - 

Saxon flag. There were many other artefacts we got to explore 

too and we found it fascinating to learn all about these Saxon 

artefacts.  This week in our history lesson, we also learnt about 

the Battle of Hastings in 1066.  

  

This week in our spelling lessons in Year 2, we have been 

learning our spellings; 

hare, pair, church, 

worship, ditch, champ, 

jacket, badge, third and 

perm. We discussed the 

meaning of each word 

before having a go at writing each word down and 

remembering how to spell them. In Year 1, we looked at 

our spellings; here, were, there, love and of.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

What a busy end to the week we’ve had in Class 2! In our literacy 

learning, we have been investigative journalists 

and have started to piece together the events 

leading up to Fantastic Mr Fox and his family 

having an enormous feast (as well as the case 

of the stolen poultry!). Having identified who 

was involved, where the events took place and 

what happened, we began to 

investigate why certain events took 

place too (such as Boggis, Bunce and 

Bean being greedy and selfish and 

Mr and Mrs Fox needing to feed 

their four young cubs). Following 

our investigations, and having 

pieced together what happened (in 

chronological order), we began to 

innovate on our model text by turning our known facts into sentences 

that we can use in our newspaper articles next 

week.  

 

What a brilliant music lesson we had this week, 

where we began our new singing unit, based on 

the genre of rock. At the beginning of the lesson, 

we practised keeping in time to the beat of the 

song by using different body parts to stamp, 

clap or nod with. We then began to experiment 

with clapping different rhythms (whilst staying 

in time!) in the instrumental sections. Finally, we all really, really 

enjoyed singing along to our new piece of music and ‘rocked out’ in 

the instrumental sections! We had some brilliant dance moves and we 

talked about how music and dancing can make us feel good.  

 

In our French learning, we have been continuing to learn about the 

names for different animals, including their plural equivalents. By the end of the lesson, we 

could all say our names and age, how many siblings we had and the pets that we had with 

only the occasional prompts or reminders! What a lot of French learning! 
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This week - in our science learning - we have been helping persuade Orla to 

eat a healthy and balanced diet as she didn’t have the healthiest of foods over 

the half term holidays! Using our literacy learning from last half term to help 

us, we created persuasive pieces of writing to tell her about the benefits of 

eating the correct amounts of the correct 

foods. It is really quite impressive to hear 

just how much we all know about the 

different food groups and their purpose 

and how resourceful we were 

when completing our writing- so 

many of us looked back at the 

learning we have already 

completed to check for ideas or 

examples. What excellent learning skills!  

 

 

We’ve had lots and lots of book talk in 

Class 2 this week, with so many of us 

talking about books that we have read and 

enjoyed with each other. We’ve shared 

book recommendations and suggestions, talked about our favourite 

authors and borrowed books from our reading for pleasure treasure 

box that we have enjoyed reading and sharing with our families at 

home. Miss Hutton has also 

told us that we are waiting for 

some brand-new books (based 

on our discussions and wish 

lists from last half term as 

well as books that Miss Hutton 

has read and thinks that we will enjoy) so we can’t wait 

for that! We also enjoyed a visit from the library van 

where we chose lots of new books to enjoy.  
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Class 3 News  

Welcome back! What a busy start to the week and to the new half term in Class 3. This week, 

we have been so impressed with how absorbed, focused and determined we have all been in our 

learning and just how responsible so many of us have been for looking after our classroom, 

friends, younger friends and school. 

 

In our RE learning, we have continued to learn about religious texts and their morals and 

meanings. This week, we explored the Hindu belief around karma and what this teaches Hindus 

about how they should lead their lives. To summarise our new learning, we wrote short 

explanations of what we had found out, making sure why identified key symbols and their 

significant in our writing, too. By the end of the lesson, we also listened carefully to a story 

shared in Hinduism about resilience and not giving up, even when the outlook is bleak. We’ll 

build on this next week to think about how we can be resilient in our learning or when we find 

things difficult or challenging. 

 

We’ve had a great start to our PE lessons and out new unit of badminton. To begin this unit, we 

explored how the shuttle moves and behaves through the air when it is thrown, as well as how 

we can use a badminton racket to move the shuttle in the intended direction.  

 

Just like in Class 2, we’ve had lots of book talk this week and it was great to see how much 

reading took place over the holidays! Miss Hutton described how she was reading ‘Wild Robot’ 

which sparked lots of discussion about how similar it is to the much-loved book, The Iron Man, 

by Ted Hughes. This turned into a discussion about books and genres that we enjoy reading and 

we also added books to a wish-list. We can’t wait until the new books arrive! 

 

What a brilliant design and technology lesson we had earlier in the week, too! Watching very 

closely to learn how to complete a running stitch and a back stitch, we all made excellent 

progress in adding some embroidered features onto our Viking-inspired mittens! Some of us 

decided to add an outline (remembering to sew in from the edge so that we have space to sew 

each piece of our mitten together), whereas some of us decided to add decoration to the cuff. 

Next week, we’ll begin to add some Viking-inspired patterns (as designed before the half term 

holidays) to our mittens and then add further detail and embellishments.  
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Librarians and Non-Fiction Friday!  

Our librarians have continued to work hard to keep our library organised and inviting, especially 

after we have all enjoyed reading and borrowing books as part of Non-fiction Friday! It has 

been wonderful to see how many of us have spent our breaktimes and lunchtimes making non-

fiction books (inspired by our reading and non-fiction units in literacy) and all of the unique 

interests that we have. 
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