
 

Weeks beginning 19
th

 May and 2
nd

 June 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 19
th

 May: Flynn, Beau and Beth 

  w/c 2
nd

 June: Oscar, Azalea and Leah  

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 120     Helvellyn 88   Blencathra 126  

 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

What an exciting start to our final term 

of this school year! 

 

 

In Phonics, we have continued to recap 

our phase 3 sounds and tricky words using our flashcards. We have been learning how to use 

the trigraphs ure, igh, and air in our spellings and decoding words using our phonics knowledge 

when reading and writing. In Nursery phonics, we have been playing I Spy: the 

sound talk puppet segmented various words such as d-

o-g and c-a-t and then we worked on blending the 

sounds back together and finding the correct object! 

 

 In our maths learning in 

Nursery, we have been 

exploring the properties of different 

shapes and we used our shape finders to 

explore and find shapes in our natural 

environment and inside the classroom. 

We have been learning all about mass, too. 

We carried out a maths investigation 

creating junk model ships, too, and (using our new knowledge) we 

predicted how many toy animals our 

ships could hold before they sank. We then used 

our water tray to carry out our investigation. In 

Reception maths, we have continued developing our 

knowledge of numbers. We have been ordering 

numbers from 1-10 using our reasoning skills to 

think about the different positions of numbers on a 

numberline. Using our current knowledge, we 

discussed which numbers were more or less. We 

then compared numbers that are far apart, near 

and next to each other. We explored how to use and reset a Rekenrek as well and used our 

subitising skills to move a certain number of beads at once, rather than counting 1:1. We have 
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continued to focus on using spatial language to visualise 

and describe arrangements of objects to deepen our 

understand of number knowledge, also. 

 

 

In Talk for Writing, 

we changed our 

characters on our 

story maps from 

ducks and swans to snakes, penguins, crocodiles and 

ostriches. We then performed our 

new story to our class. On 

Wednesday, a chaotic beast broke 

into our classroom causing a right old mess! We had to 

become detectives and hunt for clues to find out what the 

beast was and what it looked like. Using our clues, we 

created wanted posters; labelling the different features of 

the beast. We placed them around school, just in case 

anyone else saw it! On Thursday, we received a letter from 

the Gruffalo apologising for making such a mess in our 

classroom and we decided to write back to ask the Gruffalo if he was going to visit again. 

 

In computing, we have been practising navigating our Beebots using the forwards, backwards 

and turn buttons. We have been making predictions by looking at a set of commands and 

matching the program steps to movements. We created a program to give our robot instructions to 

follow a specific route on our map and navigate obstacles. 

  

In Class 1, we explored the capital city of England; looking at all the 

famous landmarks such as Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, the 

Houses of Parliament, Big Ben and Tower Bridge. We then recreated the 

famous using our construction and small parts in our classroom. In 

Class 2 geography, we have been comparing the capital city Nairobi to 

our capital city. We found that both cities were bustling, had built up 

areas, carparks and clock towers which are all human features. They 

both included the physical feature bodies of water but only Nairobi was 

surrounded by a savanna. 
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In science, we have been learning all about a healthy, 

varied and balanced diet. We found that protein helps 

us grow and build strong muscles, carbohydrates give 

and restore our energy and fruit and vegetables 

provide us with vitamins and nutrients.  

 

 

 

In art, we have been learning all about Andy 

Warhol who was a famous portrait artist who 

used the media of photography and paint to 

produce portraits of famous people. We used 

Warhol’s method to create a pop art style self-

portrait.  

 

 

 

At the end of last half term, we enjoyed taking part in our school sports 

day and attending a sports festival at William Howard School. We 

learnt some new skills such as discus, yoga and rugby.  
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Class 2 News 

 

At the end of the last 

half term, we all 

worked incredibly 

hard in Class 2 to 

complete our ‘hot 

writes’ which are our 

retelling of the Wild 

Robot story that we 

have been learning. 

Over the course of the week, we developed 

our story; making sure that we included 

expanded noun phrases, similes, 

alliteration, precise adjectives and verbs, fronted adverbial phrases and powers of 3 to show the 

reader what was happening in each part of our story. By the end of the week, we had 

completed our stories and edited them to make sure that they were the best that they could be. It 

was excellent to see us self-checking for punctuation and using sound mats and dictionaries to 

check for tricky spellings, too. Our finished stories are very effective and we can’t wait to read 

the last few chapters of the book to see what happens to Roz and Brightbill- there was a great 

groan when we left it on a cliffhanger! This week, we have started getting to know our new 

model text and enjoyed innovating on the opening paragraph- our 

shared writing was very effective and we enjoyed writing our own 

opening, too!  

 

In our guided reading, we have finished our questions linked to the 

Wild Robot and have moved on to reading some non-fiction and 

playscript extracts to answer questions linked to friendship, diversity 

and respect. These themes - which are all prevalent in the Wild Robot 

- were interesting to reflect on and helped us to find and retrieve 

specific examples from the text, rather than relying on what we 

know about friendships and respect already. Following the half term 

holidays, we have started out new book (The Flower by John Light) 

and, in Year 1, we have joined the Year 2 and 3 children by having 

our very own guided reading book! We have worked so hard to practise answering the questions 

all year with Miss Storrow in our floor book that we were ready for this next cheeky challenge! 

This week, we have answered 12 questions about the text and are already looking ahead to the 

questions that we will complete next week! So far, we’ve identified the main characters and their 

feelings, as well as made predictions and given reasons for our answers! What expert readers 

we have!  
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In maths over the last two weeks, we have completed units on fabulous 

fractions in Year 1 and Year 3 and, in Year 2, we are continuing to work 

hard to complete this unit too. In Year 1 and 2, we have been identifying 

halves and quarters of shapes and amounts, as well as stretching our 

learning to identify other fractions of amounts. To help us with this, we 

have used resources, illustrations, bar models and part-whole models to 

work out each answer. Following the half 

term holidays, we have been learning all 

about position and direction in Year 1 

(applying our computing skills by 

programming Beebots to move to different 

locations) and money in Year 3. In our learning all about money, we 

have converted between pounds and pence, added different amounts 

and made different amounts using coins of different values. We’ve 

really had to show our understanding by proving our ideas- our 

calculations have been especially important as 

the concepts become more complex! Finally, 

we are becoming more confident by the day with our number facts and 

times tables and enjoy practising them as we line up before lunch- why 

don’t you see just how many multiples we know?  

 

In our phonics and spelling learning, we have been continuing to learn 

and practise lots of new spelling rules and patterns. In Year 1 and 2, we 

have been learning how to add the -ed and -est suffixes while, in Year 

3, we have been learning to identify how the ‘ee’ sound can be 

represented in different parts of words.  

 

Class 3 News 

In PSHE, we have been learning about health and wellbeing- particularly 

about what to do when faced with an emergency. Having been given 

different scenarios, we identified the hazards that might be present if 

someone else had already been injured and how we could then call the 

emergency services to ask for help. We practised this in small groups in 

the hall, where we took different roles- from the injured person to the 

first-aider and call handler! Although it was a 

very fun lesson, we all now know how to call 

for help and how important it is to never, ever 

make a hoax call to the emergency services.  
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We’ve had two special visitors in school this week- Sakhya and Kavita Prema from BHS 

Educational Workshops. They joined us in school on Friday to help us learn about two festivals 

that have taken place this term: the Buddhist festival of Wesek and the Sikh festival, Vaisakhi. 

Over the course of the afternoon, we acted out different stories from each religion and learnt how 

religions have changed and influenced Sikhs and Buddhists around the world. It was a fantastic 

afternoon with so many traditions and pieces of information woven into our learning. It was a 

brilliant afternoon with so many exciting learning opportunities! 
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We've got a lot of writing done over the past two weeks. Before the 

holiday, we wrote newspaper articles based on an event from Letters from 

the Lighthouse. We used all the features we'd learned about to make sure 

our reports were well ordered, engaging and informative. Year 6 have 

even had a go at writing them up into newspaper format. This week, 

we've started a unit of work based on the novels of Tom Palmer. We've 

been reading and analysing extracts from the start of Angel of Grasmere 

to unpick how Tom Palmer builds mood and shows his character's 

feelings. We tried out some of his techniques through some short burst 

writing exercises before working on developing our skills a bit further at 

the end of the week. In our VIPERS reading sessions, we've been diving 

into Tom Palmer's writing as readers too by exploring vocabulary, 

retrieving information, summarising events and inferring how 

the character's might be feelings.  

 

In maths in Year 4, we're busy getting ready for our 

multiplication tables check by practising as much as we can. 

We've also completed our unit on time by learning how to 

convert analogue and 12hr digital 

time to 24hr time. In Year 5, we've been learning more about decimals. 

We've been adding and subtracting numbers with different numbers of 

decimal places as well as dividing and multiplying by 10, 100 and 

1,000. In Year 6, we've been working on some maths projects. Before 

the holiday, we were looking at cooking and packaging problems and 

this week we've been working on climate 

and travel problems.  

 

In French this week we've refreshed our 

knowledge of the parts of a school and 

have had a go at labelling places in a 

school and writing down our new vocabulary in our French books.  
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In science, we've continued with our learning about plants. We've planted out our sunflower 

seedlings and we've observed what happened to our cress seeds after being grown without light. 

To get to know the parts of a flower in greater detail, we dissected flowers and carefully 

observed and identified each part. This week we put together everything we've learned so far to 

write a non-chronological report all about flowering plants and their many fascinating features.  

 

In history we’ve been comparing the experiences of children 

from Newcastle and Hallbankgate through the process of 

evacuation at the start of The Second World War. We used 

some more primary sources including radio interviews 

from the time to find out more about what it would have 

been like. We were careful not to assume it was all 

positive as the news reports would have been presented in 

a positive life to keep up 

morale. In geography we’ve 

looked more deeply at some 

countries in Europe by 

exploring different data. We looked at how we can represent data 

in different ways in order to make complex numbers and 

information easier to understand. We all had a go a drawing a 

bar chart and used this to answer questions about the size of 

different European countries.  

 

Finally, in art we switch round and the other half of the class 

had a go at building slab pots out of clay. We used a score and 

slip method for joining bits together and used a food tin as an 

armature to give it its shape.  

 

Poetry Club 

 

Poetry club has restarted and we’re now 

based outside. This week we had a lot of 

fun making circle and spiral poems about 

things we could see/find in nature. We 

really enjoyed walking around our poems 

then making them into a spiral we could 

hang up and enjoy at home.  
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We also received our Poetry by Heart certificates this week. We all got 

either commended or highly commended and received some really brilliant 

feedback - it just goes to show how much we keep improving through all 

our practise each year and wonderful engagement with poetry in our 

classrooms!  

 

 

 

Assemblies 

 

We have been lucky to enjoy lots of music in assemblies over the last few weeks! It is always 

wonderful to share our talents and show off just how hard we have been working. 
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Sports Day- Tuesday 20
th

 May 

 

We were delighted to be joined by so many parents, family members and family friends at our 

annual Sports Day before half term. Wearing our blue, green and purple ‘house’ t-shirts, we 

spent the first part of the afternoon working in small house teams to apply the skills that we 

have been in learning in PE. This included 9 different activities that were all expertly scored and 

organized by our Year 5 and 6 Sports Leaders! We demonstrated our skills in javelin, discus, 

shot-putt, target throw and high jump to name a few! After break time, we got to show off our 

team skills to all of our supporters as we took part in a range of races- from the egg and spoon 

to tunnel ball and skipping. The final events of the afternoon were the sprints and long runs 

where we all pushed through and persevered! We then tucked into an ice-lolly to cool us down 

as we waited to hear the house winners! 

 

 

 1
st

: Blencathra 

 2
nd

: Helvellyn 

 3
rd

: Skiddaw 

 

We are incredibly proud of just how hard everyone worked and how much teamwork, support 

and collaboration took place throughout the whole afternoon. It was a truly excellent afternoon! 

 

Congratulations to everyone for a brilliant afternoon and a huge thank you to Mr Armstrong and 

all the staff and parents. 
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Julie Minns, MP- Farlam Parish Village News 

Have you seen the latest edition of Farlam Parish 

Village News?  

Julie Minns, MP, included us in her contribution 

and you can a little snippet, here:  

“Your school is already a shining example of what 

education should be: nurturing, ambitious, and 

deeply rooted in community. Guided by the ethos 

of ‘Learning From Each Other,’ you create an 

environment where children not only gain 

knowledge but grow in confidence, empathy, and 

curiosity. You foster a genuine love of learning 

through a broad and thoughtful curriculum that equips your pupils with the skills and attitudes 

they need to thrive in this ever-changing world.  

 

Now, with your participation in the national breakfast club pilot, that foundation has grown 

even stronger. Your breakfast club doesn’t just provide a nutritious start to the day, it embodies 

your values of care, calm, and readiness to learn. It reinforces everything your school stands 

for: that every child deserves to feel valued, supported, and prepared to embrace the day with 

confidence. As your MP, I will continue to work hard to ensure that every child in Carlisle and 

North Cumbria has access to opportunities like these. Because I believe that where you grow up 

should never determine how far you can go – and thanks to the quiet determination of schools 

like Hallbankgate, we’re showing the rest of the country exactly what’s possible.  

 

If you have any connection to Hallbankgate Village School, whether you’re a parent, grandparent, 

neighbour, member of staff, or perhaps a little bit of all those things, take a moment to feel 

proud. Hallbankgate isn’t just home to a wonderful village school. It’s home to pioneers.” 

 

Thank you, Julie, for shining a light on the things that we do in our school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


