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th

 September 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:     Alex R, Niamh and William  

 

Housepoints total:   Skiddaw   22     Helve llyn   25      Blencathra   15 

 

Class 1 News  

 

In our phonics i n Reception this week , we have started to learn about 

different letters and their corresponding sounds. We have been looking 

carefully at different graphemes and then working hard to match the 

phoneme we can hear to the grapheme used to represent the sounds . 

We have also been developing our segmenting and blending skills by 

carefully utilising our listening skills to support us when hearing 

different sounds in words or blending together to form a word. In 

phonics in Nursery , we have been experimenting with ma king different 

noises and looking at the shapes we could create with our mouths in 

the mirror.   

 

In maths in both Nursery and Reception , we have been focusing on 

matching through a range of different activities. We used our noticing skills 

to help us when matching socks together to create pairs. We also matched 

colourful objects together and even played colour 

snap in which we had to carefully identify the 

different colours on the snap cards in order to 

determine whether we had a matching pair. It has 

been great to experiment and develop our noticing 

skills when matching to enable us to begin to identify patterns in shapes, 

colours and numbers.  

 

This week,  we have enjoyed continuing to learn 

about the human body, particularly focusing on 

the skeleton. We began by looking at a skeleton 

and naming parts of the body which we already had prior knowledge 

of. We talked about their purpose and how 

they support the function of a healthy body. 

We then looked at MRI images and x - ray 

images which show different pa rts of the 

body in greater detail focusing specifically on 

the skull, ribs and spine in the human body. 

It was really interesting to compare the 

different images and pick out the finer details using our noticing skills.  

In Nursery and Reception , we  applied our  knowledge by matching images to a larger full body 
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skeleton. In Year One, we applied our  understanding by labelling a diagram of a skeleton and 

describing the purpose of a human skeleton. We cannot wait to learn more about how our body 

works next week!  

 

In our history learning , we continued to expand our understanding of the first moon landing. We 

learnt about the three astronauts ( Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins and Edwin 

(Buzz) Aldrin)  and the key reasons why this successful landing held such 

an importan t place in history. We unpicked 

the famous quote from Neil Armstrong 

after his first step on the moon -  «This is 

one small step for man, one giant leap for 

mankind ¬. We also used our questioning 

skills to pose some brilliant questions 

regarding the moon la nding and the moon.  

 

In our outdoor maths last week, we focused on 

creating repeating patterns using natural objects 

which we gathered from our outdoor learning 

environment. We experimented with creating 

2,3 -  and 4 - part patterns using a range of 

differen t natural objects including leaves, 

sticks, stones and beech nuts. Some of us were 

even inspired to create repeating patterns in 

different shapes rather than following a linear 

pattern. It was tricky to begin with but we 

persevered!  

 

In our art learning, we enjoye d exploring with 

different sized lines using paintbrushes and pencils. 

It was interesting to see how different the effect 

created was!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News  (Mrs Keelan)  

 

This week , in PE , we stretched our persevering muscles as we 

did our first bleep test of the year: it is always very 

challenging but we tried hard and did our best! Afterwards, 

we continued developing our ball skills. We played the chain 

game and hot potato, which we all really enjoyed.   

 

 
 

In our l iteracy learning this 

week, we have  been stretching 

our planning muscles as we 

have been developing our warm 

write linked to our class story , 

©Dj_r Qr_ljcwª, Uc rfcl pcdjcarcb

on our sentences and thought about how we could improve them based on what we have been 

learning over the last coup le of weeks!  

 

In s cience this week , we have been reflecting on 

the properties of materials. We stretched our 

collaboration muscles as we worked together to 

hunt for things around school made from different 

materials, before thinking about  the reasons why 

those materials are suited to their job.  
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Class 2 News  (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week during history, we have been comparing 

houses from the Stone Age to houses as we know 

them today. We used our noticing skills to study 

each house; a cave, Mesolithic hut and a semi -

detached example of a modern house. Looking 

carefully at the diff erent houses that spanned 

across different periods of time in the Stone Age , 

we noticed how cave men and women had 

developed these over time to become sturdier and 

more permanent homes. They discovered that they 

could use stronger wood for the structure and  have a 

better thatched roof with straw instead of animal 

skins. We wrote labels for each picture and then a 

few sentences to describe the main differences 

between all of the houses.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our g eography learning this week, we have been 

continuing our studies of the United Kingdom. We 

recapped the main countries and cities of the UK 

before moving on to looking at the main oceans and 

seas of the UK. In small groups , we used an atlas 

to find the main seas and oceans of the UK and we 

plotted these onto our maps , carefully putting them into the correct places. As part of our 

discussions in this lesson , we were great at explaining the difference between a sea and an 

ocean and we could give reasons for our explanations.  

 



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

In our p honics learning , we have been very busy 

this week! In Year 2, we have been learning the 

qmslbq ©mw* gp* ms* _u _lb uf,ª Uc f_b rm

independently write down each word into the correct 

column . We had to carefully read each word using 

our phonics skills to decode the trickier words , too .  

We then had a go at writing sentences including 

some of the words we had learnt to spell. In Year 1, 

we have been learning about  polysyllabic words :  

for example, sand and cast le to create the word 

sandcastle. We also continued to learn about  

_bh_aclr amlqml_lrq _lb sqcb msp ©pm`mr _pkqª rm

sound out each word and then blend them together properly. We are having a big push on 

blending words together as this is something we all need to focus on to become confident 

readers.  In Year 3,  we have  been working hard on practising our  spellings in class and have 

enjoyed testing each other.  

 

During computing this week, we have been collaborating to support younger children to properly 

log onto the laptops. Children in Year 3 p aired up with Children in Year 2 to show them how to 

log onto our Class 2 user. We then learnt how to open the files and My Documents . In our pai rs , 

we had to decide if the pictures of IT were  used inside and which ones were used outside and 

think of reasons why. For example, there was a picture of a speed camera and we decided that 

they belonged outside as cars go outside and not inside. We all kn ew exactly what each device 

was and could name them all. The computing skill we worked hard on this week was dragging 

each image into the correct column on the laptop. This really tested our perseverance!  
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Class 3 News  (Miss Hutton ) 

Ucªtc f_b _lmrfcp cvacjjclr ucci gl Aj_qq 1* rfgq ucci, 

 

At the beginning of the week, we  worked 

incredibly hard to delve deeper into chapter 3 

of our class text, Journey to the River Sea. 

Using our daily Guided Reading lesson, we 

explored longer extracts  of the text to explore 

how the characters and settings have changed 

and developed over the course of just three 

chapters. We explored the vocabulary used by the author to compare and 

contrast the main characters (using the settings as a catalyst for this) , as 

well as reflecting on our predictions from chapter 1 and changing them in 

light of new information. We also stretched our empathy learning muscle 

`w pcdjcargle ml fmu rfc A_prcpªq &rfc k_gl d_kgjw' rpc_r ncmnjc gl rfc ?k_xml &_q ucjj _q c_af

other) an d how Maia is contrasted to these characters.  

 

In our literacy lessons, we have been developing our 

understanding of adverbial phrases further this week. At the 

beginning of the week, we further - explored  a range of fronted 

adverbials  (using -  ed and -  ing  endings as well as similes), 

before developing complex sentences that included a relative 

clause. This allowed us to include more detail about who or 

what t he subject of the sentence was, as well as begin to 

apply our knowledge of longer sentences and explo re their 

impact.  

 

We also worked on developing our understanding and use of dialogue and reporting clauses to 

show characters  and their traits, this week. We used self and peer assessment to make sure that 

each of our sentences was punctuated  correctly and that our reporting clauses added more detail 

about the character and how they were thinking, 

feeling or acting.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have all 

worked hard to continue recapping and retrieving 

icw amlacnrq rfpmsef msp ©Dj_qf`_ai 2ª jc_plgle

activities. It has been great to see just how much 

maths learning we can all remember and how 

practising our maths vocabulary and key concepts  

(for example, writing  the date in Roman numerals) 

really helps us remember these tricky concepts . As 
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ucjj _q msp Dj_qf`_ai 2ªq* uc f_tc `ccl qrpcrafgleour reasoning 

learning muscle by ordering and comparing numbers  using pictorial, 

physical and numberline representations . We have been able to apply  our 

knowledge of place value and each diggrªq umprf ro help us order these, 

as well as compare them using the symbols < > and =.   

 

 

 

Our Maths Passports are filling up, 

too! It is wonderful to see just how 

motivated everyone is to practise these skills at home and how 

many targets have been met, this week! We even asked to use 

our break times to get tested and get our targets signed off! 

Keep it up, Class 3!  

 

 

In our French learning this week, we have continued to practise how to ask and answer 

questions about the weather  and we have a new vocabulary display  to help us. Each time  the 

weather changed  this week , we took the opportunity to describe -  in French -  the weather that 

we could  see and we have been able to practise and recall lots of our vocab ulary . Thankfully, 

uc f_tclªr lccbcb rm q_w ©gj lcgecª &grªq qlmugle'* hust yet!  

 

In our c omputing learning, we h ave 

started our brand new unit based on 

computer systems and their networks, 

specifically communication and 

collaboration between devices. We 

used real - life examples of how we 

communicate with each other in person  and worked out what  

computers and networks would likely need for this to be successful. 

Stretching our collaboration learning muscle, we identified that 

important features  include having 

the same/similar language, the 

proximity to one another, having 

the cor rect address or name (to 

make sure the information was sent to the right location) and 

taking turns. We then  learnt about how data and information 

is sent across networks, as well as the importance of 

protocols and IP addresses when sending this informatio n.  
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Finally, in our outdoor maths lesson 

on Friday, we recapped and 

consolidated our place value 

learning that we have been 

focussing on since the beginning of 

term. We stretched our collaboration 

learning muscle to try out different roles when solving ou r 

calculations (whether that was stepping back for others or taking 

a more active role in our group) and then reflected on this -  and our maths learning -  to identify 

the most effective s trategies that worked for us. I t was interesting to see just how man y different 

strategies and learning techniques we have in our class, alone!   
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Class 3 News  (Mrs Arnold )  

On Wednesday in Class 3 , we started to dive 

deeper into our new history topic of The Maya. 

First, we placed the ancient Maya in time using 

a timeline. From an image of an ancient Maya 

piece of architecture , we discussed and 

hypothesised when in world history  the 

civilisation may have been. To do this , we made 

links to our prior historical knowledge and 

thought about how civilisations develop and 

change over time and how they can be influenced by other civilisations. We were all pretty 

accurate with where we th ought it would sit on our timeline but were surprised to find that 

although the structure we looked at was similar to 

an Ancient Egyptian pyramid, as far as historians 

are aware , the Maya were not influenced by them. 

This led us to thinking about the geogra phy of the 

ancient Maya civilisation. We used our atlases to 

find and explore the countries of Central America, 

what their modern day names are and what the 

climate and conditions are like and how this may 

have influenced the civilisation.  

 

In science on Thursday, we carried on with our learning about states of 

matter by starting to look at how some materials 

can change state when heated or cooled. First, we 

needed to think about how we measure 

temperature and practise using and reading a 

thermometer by measuring the temperature of 

three mystery cups of water. It turned out that 

one cup was very cold; one was a medium 

temperature; and one was 

hot. We carefully read our 

thermometers and noted 

down the temperatures in 

degrees centigrade. Next, we obs erved water changing state. We were 

presented with two ice cubes on a plate, one yellow, one blue. We made 

observations at the start and used our knowledge of states of matter to 

make a prediction about what will happen to the ice cubes over time. We 

then continued to make careful observations and draw on our knowledge 

_lb uf_r ucªb m`qcptcb rm k_ic _ amlajsqgml _`msr uf_r rmmi nj_ac, Uc

noticed how, as the ice cube warmed up due to the air temperature it stared 
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to melt and turn from a solid into a liquid. We could observe the particle behaviour by watching 

the colours go from separate yellow and blue cubes to become a green liquid. We realised this 

was because the particles in a liquid are able to move and mix up which created the new 

colour. At the end of the lesson we used a computer simulation to begin exploring melting and 

`mgjgle nmglrq _lb ucªpc jmmigle dmpu_pb rm cvnjmpgle _lb gltcqrge_rgle rfcqc af_lecq gl qr_rc

next lesson.  
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Gardening Club   

 

Following the harvest of our delicuous 

carrots last week,  we spent our 

afternoon br eak time harvesting the 

potatoe s that we planted in early 

summer. We all enjoyed eating them as 

part of our school roast dinner on 

Wednesday (making sure that everyone 

-  even our friends on packed lunches -   got to taste our 

delic ious produce ). Thank you to Lisa for preparing all of the 

potatoes: we all certainly enjoyed eating them!  

 

On Friday, we ate the lettuce that we had grown in the 

vegetable garden with our pork and apple burgers. It was 

delicious!  

 

As part of gardening clu b on Wednesday, we harvested the 

apples from our apple tree, before working together to make 

some delicious chutney! 

It was fantastic to see 

how well we shared out each role, with Class 3 

gardeners taking responsbility for following the recipe 

and weighing  out all of the ingredients. Gardeners from 

Class 1 and 2 imitated how to use peelers and knives 

safely and carefully and took charge of collected, peeling 

and chopping the apples.  We have stored thi s chutney 

away for a few weeks (so that it can mature)  and we 

are looking forward to tasting it soon. We have also 

decided to dontate some to our Harvest Fes tival on Friday 8
th

 October, to help raise funds for 

those less fortunate than ourselves.   
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Building Learning Power  

 

Our explorati on of Building Learning Power has continued this week, with us using our new 

©jc_plgle j_bbcpqª gl rfc qafmmj f_jj rm bgqasqq _lb cvnjmpc msp jc_plgle qigjjq* dsprfcp, Rfgq f_jd

term, we are focussing on us stretching and developing our skills in collabora tion, perseverance, 

capitalising and meta - learning and each ladder provides us with a prompt for self (or guided) 

reflection about our learning habits. We have already been able to describe how we have made 

more conscious choices about how we stretch these  learning behaviours, with some of us even 

qr_prgle rm qfmu _ bccn jctcj md jc_plgle, Ucªtc qr_prcb rm a_nrspc qmkc md rfcqcreflections  so 

that we can add them onto each ladder : this means that we ªll be able to be inspired to imitate 

and experiment with t hese learning behaviours.  
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Outdoor Play and Learning  

 

Ucªtc f_b _lmrfcp ucci md cvagrgle `pc_i rgkcq* ugrf sq

continuing to play with the new resources and games that we 

started to use last week. Following our Sports and Wellbeing 

Council elections last  week, the new Sports and Wellbeing 

Council will soon be coming up with  ways of taking 

ownership of these activities, as well as what they can do as 

Sports Leaders to enhance play and break times.  

  

  



Learning From Each Other ð Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

School Learning Council and Sports and Wellbeing Council Elections  

Last Thursday , it was the International Day of Democracy and 

we turned our school hall into a polling station! Following a 

day of voting , the results have been counted and we are 

pleased to  announce our new Sports and Wellbing Council and 

our new School Learning Council!  

 

Congratulations to 

everyine f or being 

appointed to their new 

roles: we know that you 

are going to try your very best and contribute to our school 

development!  

 

KidSafe  

 

In our KidSafe lessons this week, we have been recapping our 

learning so far, as well as learning about keeping safe when using the World Wide Web. Through 

our computing and PSHE lessons, we are already very knowledgeable about how to keep safe 

online but this was a good recap and reminder for us. We t alked about what we must do in a 

variety of scenarios and reinforced the importance of only accessing websites that have been 

checked by a trusted adult and that are the appropraite age for us. In Class 3, we a lso learned 

more waysof keeping our bodies safe -  particularly around our private body parts.  

 

As part of our KidSafe consolidation, we recapped the acporymn that helps us to remember what 

bullying is ( Several Times On Purpose, or STOP) , as 

ucjj `c `cgle _qqcprgtc _lb q_wgle ©lmª, We also recapped 

uf_r ©wsiiwª dccjgleq uc kgefr f_tc gd uc _pc q_b*

scared or worried and what we should do to keep 

ourselves safe. We have also added our KidSafe posters to 

key locations around our school so that we can 

always remind ourselves of the KidSafe rule s.   
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