
 

Week Commencing 1
st

 September and 7th 

September 2026 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 1
st

 September: Oscar, Flynn and Scarlett 

      w/c 7
th

 September: Arlo and Alex R 

           

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 2     Helvellyn 2   Blencathra 1 

 

Welcome back! 

 

Early Years 

We are so excited for our new year of learning, exploring and 

growing together.  

We have been incredibly proud of how well everyone has settled into 

their new year groups. Moving up a year is a big step and the 

children have shown such confidence, enthusiasm and resilience as 

they have become familiar with their new routines and expectations. 

It has been wonderful to see everyone back together and supporting 

one another. 

We would also like to give a very special welcome to our new Nursery starters! It 

has been lovely getting to know our newest members of the school and watching 

them begin to settle into school life. We are looking forward to seeing all of our 

children learn, grow and make lots of happy memories together this year. 

In Nursery and Reception, we have had a very 

busy start to the year!  

We have been learning our school routines and getting to know 

one another through circle time and lots of opportunities to talk 

and share. We have been exploring different parts of our lives 

and finding out more about our friends, including our favourite 

colours, foods and things we enjoy. 
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In Maths, we have been exploring colours and colour mixing. We have also been developing our 

sorting skills by grouping objects according to different rules. 

We have been asking questions such as: 

Can you sort these by colour? 

Can you sort them by shape? 

Can you find another way to sort them? 

We have been working with Mrs Beesley to 

explore how our mouths can make lots of 

different sounds, too. We have been 

learning how we can manipulate our 

mouths to change the sounds we make. 

We have also been developing our listening skills through memory 

games and listening walks, encouraging us to really stop, listen and 

notice the sounds around us. 

In literacy we have begun learning and rehearsing our class poem, The Owl 

and the Pussycat. We have been enjoying listening to the poem, joining in 

with repeated sections and beginning to remember the words. 

We are looking forward to using the poem to develop our storytelling, 

language and creativity over the coming weeks. 

Class 2 

In Class 2 we have had a fantastic start to the year, with lots of exciting learning taking place 

across the curriculum. 

We have been learning all about VIPERS and what each letter stands for. We have been 

developing our reading skills by practising how to: 

• Retrieve information from a text 

• Infer information using clues and evidence 

• Predict what might happen next using evidence from the 

text 

We had lots of fun putting our inference skills to the test when 

Miss Moscrop brought in clues to help us work out who her 

neighbours were! We had to carefully examine the evidence and use our reasoning skills to make 

our best guesses. 

We have been learning our class poem, The Owl and the Pussycat, and have been adding actions 

to help us remember the words. We also created a story map to help us remember the events and 
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structure of the poem. As we explored the poem more closely, we spotted some of the techniques 

used by the writer, including rhyming words and repetition. 

This week, we have taken our learning one step further by innovating 

the poem and creating our own poems. We have enjoyed being 

creative with language and thinking about how we can use some of 

the techniques we have spotted in the original poem.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on place value and fluency. We 

have been using concrete resources to build and represent two-digit 

and three-digit numbers, helping us to understand the value of each 

digit. 

We have also been working with 

number lines, including estimating where numbers should be 

placed. This has encouraged us to think carefully about the size 

and position of numbers and explain our reasoning. 

In phonics, we have been using our phase 2 and phase 3 sounds 

to create longer words that can sometimes be tricky to segment and 

blend, such as frown and spark. We have been using our phonics friends, Magic Mac and 

Jazzy Jack, to help us remember to say our sounds “louder and prouder” when we are blending 

and segmenting. 

In our afternoon learning, we have been exploring materials 

and thinking about why particular materials are suitable for 

the objects they are used to make. We discovered that some 

materials are natural, meaning they occur in nature, while 

others are manufactured, meaning they have been made or 

changed by people. We have been thinking carefully about the 

properties of different materials and why one material might 

be better suited to a particular object than another. 

In geography, we have been revisiting our understanding of 

human and physical features. We extended our learning by sorting images into different groups 

and discussing how human features are used and what type of area we might expect to find 

them in. We have been developing our geographical vocabulary and thinking about questions 

such as: 
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What is the feature? 

How is it used? 

Where might we find it?  

Why might it be there? 

In art, we have been exploring the different formations and marks we 

can create using our paintbrushes. We 

have been experimenting with different-

sized paintbrushes and exploring how 

changing the brush can change the 

marks and patterns we create. We are 

beginning to think like artists by experimenting, observing the 

effects we create and considering how we can use different 

techniques in our artwork. 

 

This week, in Class 2 we had our very first French lesson, and what an exciting start we have 

made! We began by finding out all about France, including where it is in relation to the UK and 

the different ways we could travel there. We then started learning some French greetings, 

practising how to say them aloud and recording our new vocabulary in our brand-new French 

books. We are looking forward to building our French language skills, learning lots of new words 

and discovering more about French culture as the year goes on! 

 

Class 3 

We have made a fantastic start to the new school year in Class 3! It has been lovely to see 

everyone settling happily into their new year groups and embracing the new responsibilities and 

opportunities that come with being in Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6. We are incredibly proud of the 

way the children have risen to the challenge, showing enthusiasm, independence and a real 

commitment to making the most of their learning. 

 

We have also been getting back into the swing of our Strive for Five reading challenge. It has 

been wonderful to hear children talking so enthusiastically about the books they have been 

enjoying and recommending books to their friends. We have also loved hearing about the 

children's participation in the Summer Reading Challenge and seeing their enthusiasm for reading 

continue throughout the holidays. We are looking forward to hearing lots more book 

recommendations and celebrating the children who are making reading at home a regular part of 

their week. 

 

In maths, we have been developing our understanding of the number system and working with 

increasingly large numbers. In our maths lessons in Year 4, we have been learning about 

numbers up to 10,000; in Year 5, numbers up to 1,000,000; and, in Year 6, numbers up to 
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10,000,000. We have been using a range of models, images and practical resources to help us 

visualise numbers and explain our thinking, too. These have supported us to read, write, 

compose and partition numbers accurately, as well as deepen our understanding of the value of 

each digit. 

 

Our maths learning is further supported through our NCETM Number Sense lessons, which help 

us to develop quick recall of important number facts and explore the properties and relationships 

within the number system. These lessons encourage us to think flexibly about number, make 

connections and stretch our understanding beyond simply recalling facts. We’ve also been doing 

lots of arithmetic practise too and we have seen fantastic engagement with Times Tables Rock 

Stars (TTRS) both at home and in school. Already this term, lots of children have increased both 

their scores and their speed, which is brilliant to see! Regular practice is helping children to 

become increasingly fluent and confident with their times 

tables, supporting their wider mathematical learning. Keep up 

the fantastic work, Class 3! 

 

Our PSHE lessons this 

term have focussed on 

KidSafe and helping us to 

understand how we can 

keep ourselves and others 

safe. We recapped our 

understanding of ‘Yukky’ 

feelings – those feelings 

we might experience when we are sad, scared or worried – 

and explored what 

trust means in 

different contexts and 

relationships. We also 

revisited our definition 

of bullying: Several 

Times On Purpose, or 

STOP. We discussed and practised using an assertive voice 

and confident body language if we ever found ourselves in 

a bullying situation and identified the trusted adults we 

could talk to. Importantly, we also explored what we should 

do if, at first, our trusted adult did not listen, including 

speaking to another trusted adult until someone takes our 

concerns seriously. We discussed the difference between 

verbal and physical bullying and used an apple to help us 
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understand that hurtful words, including words shared online, can be just as harmful as 

physical actions. Each time an unkind comment was made, the apple gained another bruise. 

This was a powerful and memorable way for us to see how words can leave a lasting impact, 

even when the hurt cannot always be seen.   

 

In Religious Education, we have been exploring what it means to have a faith and how people 

may express and demonstrate their beliefs in different ways. We discussed how faith can be 

reflected through pilgrimages, worship and personal values, as well as through charity, religious 

teachings and festivals and celebrations. We enjoyed sharing our ideas and recognising that 

faith can be expressed in many different ways, helping us to develop our understanding and 

respect for the beliefs and practices of others. 

 

In literacy, we have thoroughly 

enjoyed beginning our new class text, 

The Last Bear by Hannah Gold. As 

we explored the Arctic setting, we 

used vivid descriptions of the 

landscape and the magical Northern 

Lights to inspire our own writing. We have been examining the 

author's use of language, exploring how carefully chosen vocabulary and descriptive techniques 

create atmosphere and bring the setting to life. This has helped us 

develop our own understanding of effective descriptive writing.  

 

 

This week, in Year 5 and Year 6, we 

took part in an engaging Playground 

Leaders workshop led by Karen from 

Cumbria School Games. During the 

session, we developed important leadership, communication and 

teamwork skills that will help us support others around school. We 

learned how to organise playground activities, encourage positive 

play and assist our younger pupils during breaktimes. We were 

delighted to see the enthusiasm, confidence and responsibility 

shown throughout the workshop, and we look forward to seeing our 

Playground Leaders put their new skills into action across the 

school.  
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We were delighted to welcome visitors from Cumberland Building 

Society too, who led an engaging and informative workshop on 

budgeting and managing money- everyone took part in the whole 

of Key Stage 2. Throughout the session, we learned about the 

importance of planning our spending, 

saving for the future, and making sensible 

financial decisions. We enjoyed taking part 

in practical activities that helped us 

understand how to balance a budget and prioritise our needs and wants. 

We would like to thank Cumberland Building Society for sharing their 

expertise and helping us develop valuable life skills that will benefit us in 

the future. 
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Pupil Parliament Elections 

 

This week, we held our Pupil Parliament 

elections, giving everyone the opportunity to 

experience democracy in action! This year, our 

new Pupil Parliament brings together all of our 

school council roles from previous years, 

creating one pupil leadership team with a strong 

voice across our 

school. We all wrote our own manifestos, outlining which 

Member of Pupil Parliament (MoPP) role we would like to take 

on and explaining why we would be well suited to the role 

and the difference we would like to make in our school. The 

roles available were Eco MoPP, Sports MoPP, Health and 

Wellbeing MoPP, School and Learning MoPP and our exciting 

new role, Community MoPP. We listened carefully to each 

manifesto before making our own 

decision and voting for the person 

we thought would be best suited to 

each role – just like adults do in real 

life! It was fantastic to see everyone taking the process 

seriously, listening respectfully to one another and recognising 

that every vote matters. 

Through the elections, we 

developed our understanding 

of democracy, representation 

and the importance of having 

a voice in our school community, while taking our first 

steps towards making a positive difference in our 

school.  
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After School Clubs 

Our after-school clubs have also got off to a fantastic start this term, 

with children enjoying Multi-Sports, Gymnastics, Games, and 

Construction and Craft Club. These sessions 

provide a wonderful opportunity for children to 

develop new skills, try something different and 

have fun beyond the classroom. We particularly 

enjoy the mixed-age working and play, as this 

gives older and younger children opportunities to 

learn from one another, support each other and 

build positive relationships across the school. It has been lovely to 

see children encouraging one another, sharing ideas and developing 

their confidence as they learn and play together.  

 

Community 

This week we received great news that our FareShare application has been successful.  This 

means that we will become a hub for surplus supermarket food, which will be available for 

anyone to come and help themselves to once a week.  There are a few details to agree, so watch 

this space for more information! 
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Achievements 

We are absolutely delighted to have been awarded 

GOLD in the School Games Mark! This fantastic 

achievement recognises our commitment to providing 

high-quality sporting opportunities for all children, 

celebrating participation, engagement, teamwork and 

inclusivity. It reflects the enthusiasm with which our 

children take part in sport and physical activity, 

whether competing, developing new skills, representing 

our school or simply enjoying being active. We are 

particularly proud that our award recognises our 

commitment to inclusivity and ensuring that every 

child has the opportunity to participate and feel 

successful. A huge well done to everyone in our school 

for embracing sport, encouraging one another and 

showing such fantastic enthusiasm and commitment! 

 

We are incredibly proud to have been awarded the PTI Primary Hub Mark as part of the 

“Inspiring Teachers, Changing Lives” programme. This award recognises our dedication to 

ensuring that children experience challenging and enriching materials in the classroom, 

alongside our commitment to supporting staff to 

engage in continuing professional development and 

continually strengthen their teaching. The 

accompanying letter highlighted that our work over the 

last year in literacy, particularly in writing, has been 

“truly inspiring”. This is a wonderful recognition of 

the hard work and commitment of our whole staff 

team to providing the very best learning experiences 

and opportunities for our children. A huge thank you 

and well done to everyone who has contributed to this 

achievement!  

 


