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Learners of the Week: Beau, Evangeline and Dan 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 40     Helvellyn 32     Blencathra 37    

 

Class 1 News 

 

We have had a great time learning all 

about bonfire night this week in Class 1. In 

Year 1, we have been learning about the 

history of bonfire night and the gunpowder 

plot. We learnt about who was involved 

and what was planned but we also 

discussed some of the consequences of the 

failed plot. It was interesting to compare 

some of the similarities and differences 

linked to justice and democracy in the present day and the past. We 

have also all explored fireworks and bonfires through different creative mediums. We explored 

different movements linked to fireworks and also experimented with musical instruments to 

represent different types of fireworks. Additionally, we created some firework artwork using 

chalk pastels, metallic paints and glue and powder paint. The different techniques were really 

effective! We were so inspired by fireworks that we even decorated the chalk walls in our 

classroom, they now look really colourful and bright! 

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been developing our knowledge of 

adjacent consonants and identifying where the adjacent 

consonants can be found within different words. This has 

enabled us to really focus in on specific sounds within words 

to ensure we are accurately segmenting 

for writing. In Year 1, we have also been 

exploring the use of sound buttons to 

support our development as a reader. 

Using sound buttons has enabled us to 

identify single sounds, digraphs and trigraphs in words to help to improve 

our accuracy. In Reception and Nursery, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of single sounds and digraphs and are beginning to apply 

this knowledge when segmenting and blending. In Reception, we also 

brought home our first proper reading book for the half term holidays and are doing so well 

with our reading! 
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In maths in Year 1, we have been working on our understanding of 

the addition symbol and whole-part model. We used our number 

knowledge to work out parts of a whole number and have also 

started to explore fact families linked to addition. We have also been 

learning about odd and even numbers and how 

they can be identified through different 

activities. In Nursery and Reception, we have 

been focusing on the numbers 1, 2 and 3. We 

have been learning to recognise the numerals, 

using number formation rhymes to help us and 

have also been learning to subitise 2 and 3. To 

develop our knowledge further, we also went 

on a number hunt around the classroom and found lots of different objects 

linked to the numbers 1, 2 and 3. 

 

In PE, we have started to develop our hockey skills using our gross motor skills to carefully move 

a ball with a hockey stick. We can’t wait to learn more over the coming weeks! 

 

In our computing learning, we developed our skills linked to digital painting with a specific focus 

on using lines and shapes. Inspired by the artist Piet Mondrian, we created artwork on laptops 

using lines and the primary colours, it looked really effective. 

 

We were also really lucky to have 

the chance to explore some 

shaggy ink cap mushrooms 

(coprinus comatus). Vera, Ezra 

and Ivy found some over the 

holidays and thought we would 

enjoy using the ink to do some 

mark making. It was fascinating 

to observe and use! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

We began our RE lesson this week by playing 

Chinese Whispers. We looked at why 

whispering is important in the Islamic faith 

and found out that when a baby is born into 

a Muslim family, they whisper special words 

into the baby’s ear. We discussed why 

whispering might be important -rather than shouting- before stretching 

our imagining skills to think about what important words we thought should be whispered into a 

baby’s ear in order to welcome them into the world. 

 

In our maths learning this week, we began learning about money. We learnt the value of the 

different coins and notes; identifying the similarities and differences between the coins. We 

worked together to find different ways to make the same amount of money, too, before sharing 

our answers and reasoning with each other.  

 

 

 

In our PE learning this week, we 

have been continuing with 

hockey. We have been stretching 

our persevering and collaboration 

muscles in order to pass the ball safely and skillfully 

to one another. 

 

 

In our computing lesson this week, we have 

been reflecting on what makes a good 

photograph. We stretched our collaboration 

muscles, working in pairs to take 

photographs, before stretching our revising 

learning muscles to reflect on how our photos 

could be improved! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

We have had such a great week in Class 2 and 

have been very busy! During Literacy, we have 

been exploring our new class text, ‘Gorilla’, by 

Anthony Browne. As part of studying the text, 

we started to unpick the features and we found 

many SPAG elements within the text including; 

commas, capital letters, full stops, ellipses, 

inverted commas and conjunctions. We spent time 

discussing what each of the features were and how they were used in the text. We also spent 

some time looking at the vocabulary in the story and unpicking the meaning of words. As a 

class, we are so excited to carry on with our work on ‘Gorilla’ and create a story map which we 

can share with you next week.   

 

In Geography this week, we have been carrying on with 

studying Europe and - in particular -we looked at the 

major rivers found in this continent. We found out how 

long some of the rivers were and we were blown away by 

these figures! As 

a class, we 

collaborated 

together to 

research the 

major rivers and we focused on 12 rivers including 

the rivers; Danube, Don, Dnieper, Elbe, Rhine and Po. 

We looked at exactly where each river was situated 

and then we plotted them onto our blank maps of 

Europe. We enjoyed working in different pairs with 

the Year 3 children helping the Year 2s.  

 

This week in Year 2, we have been learning the tricky words, ‘Mr, Mrs, looked, called and 

asked.’ We came up with our own sentences including these tricky words and enjoyed sharing 

these with the rest of the group. During the session, we spoke about ensuring our sentences 

made sense and they included capital 

letters, full stops, commas and 

conjunctions to extend them further. In 

Year 3, we had a go at practising our 

spellings using the plasticine and we 

had to persevere as some of the 

spellings were tricky to form!   
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In Science this week, we have been learning about the 

topic of ‘Light’ and we started to investigate which 

materials and items are transparent, translucent and 

opaque. We looked at what each of the term means and 

we had a great discussion around the materials which 

we thought fit into each category and why. After learning 

about each term, we used the facts we had absorbed to 

create a piece of work in our books showing materials 

and objects that were transparent, translucent and opaque 

alongside a little 

explanation about each term.  

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

We began the first week back by working on our brand new 

reading journals! Over the half term holiday, we were set 

the challenge of creating a double-page spread, all about a 

book that we had read and enjoyed, recently: upon our 

return to school this week, we took the time to talk about our 

books and what makes an effective journal entry. To 

explore this a little further, we all created a journal entry 

of our class text from last half term - Sky Hawk- and 

identified the features that were the most enjoyable or 

effective. Since then, we have been using our journals to 

record our reading and we are all enjoying making links 

between different authors, genres and themes, as well as 

making recommendations to each other about what to read 

next. Miss Hutton and Mrs Arnold also showed us their 

reading journals and we have enjoyed the ‘book talk’ that we 

have had this week. Our journaling has been so effective in 

helping us discuss our reading books that we thought you’d like to see some examples, too!  
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In our maths learning this week, we have all 

been working incredibly hard to get to grips 

with a number of new methods. We began the 

week by recapping our knowledge of 

multiplication facts, including square and 

cube numbers from last half term. We 

identified that – as a class- the seven times 

table could have been a little stronger, so this has been the focus for the 

week whenever we have been lining up or if we have had a spare minute 

or two. As well as recapping and building on this knowledge, in Year 4, we have been 

beginning to explore multiples, factors and multiplication on a number line to help us make sure 

we are tuned in to multiplication. In Year 5 this week, we have been learning how to multiply a 

3 and 4 digit number by a two digit number, making sure we included a zero as a place holder 

when multiplying in the formal written method, and making sure that we knew what each stage 

meant and how each mini answer was obtained. In Year 6, we have 

been working incredibly hard to learn the long division method. 

Having started this on Monday morning, it was wonderful to hear 

comments like, ‘Oh, I am actually really enjoying this’ and ‘I am 

getting this- I know what to do!’ after just one lesson. Everyone in 

Class 3 has such a positive attitude to mathematics and it certainly 

aids our success when things are challenging!  

 

 

In our computing learning this week, 

we have been making links to maths 

even further. Using statistics, graphs 

and databases, we used our noticing 

and reasoning skills to interpret 

different types of data to answer 

questions about the passengers that would have sailed on the 

Titanic. We used our previous learning to use ‘and’ or ‘or’ functions to sort the data, as well as < 

> and = symbols when comparing numbers. After interpreting each dataset, we identified 

whether or not all of the required information was included 

in each chart and whether or not we could answer a range 

of questions effectively. We really stretched our making links 

learning muscle and we all really enjoyed using our maths 

and computing skills simultaneously! 
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In literacy this week, we have started our new 

class text, Wolf Brother. At the beginning of the 

week, we wrote our cold writes, which – this 

half term- are based on quest tales. We also 

explored the front cover and blurb of our new 

text; using the illustrations, 

reviews and blurb to ask 

questions, predict and make 

links to themes that we have 

previously read about. This 

helped us to stretch our inference and retrieval skills and hook us into the next 

text! Later in the week, we began to explore our model text by identifying the 

features the author had included to advance the action, as well as show 

feelings and the weather. We are looking forward to reading more of our new 

text and finding out what happens next!  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

What a busy first week back we’ve had in Class 3 in our foundation 

subjects. We’ve started our new design and technology project, where 

we are all making links to last term’s science 

topic of electricity by becoming electrical 

engineers. We are going to be designing and making small vacuum 

cleaners to clean up the pencil shavings which end up on the floor. We 

began our design process by posing lots of useful 

questions to guide us into our planning phase.  

 

In science, we have begun a new topic on 

sound. We all discussed what we already 

knew then we had a brilliant afternoon 

investigating and experimenting different 

ways we can demonstrate how sound 

works. We watched a vibrating instrument 

create ripples when it was submerged in 

water and we made string and cup telephones. By experimenting 

with different length string and allowing the string to be taught and 

slack for example, we were able to spot patterns, and even notice that sometimes we could feel 

the sound vibrations as well as hear them. We even extended our learning by noticing that the 

cup can act as an amplifier, which meant we could hear the string being rubbed if the cup was 

to our ear, whereas we couldn’t hear it when we took it away. Each time we tried a new 

approach, we used our new scientific vocabulary to explain what was happening.  
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There were some impressive spellings scores this week! Keep up the good work Class 3, and don’t 

forget to bring your folders back in to school by Thursday each week.  

 

 

Talkin Tarn Cross Country 

 

This afternoon, ten children from Class 3 represented our school at the annual Talkin Tarn Cross 

Country. We were a little nervous before we began, but, once we got running, we all settled into 

our running and finished strrongly. Well done to everyone who represented our school- you are 

fantastic role models!  
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Firework Safety  

 

On Wednesday, we were joined by Alaisdair from 

Cumbria Fire Service. He explained to us how we can 

keep safe on bonfire night and what we should and 

shouldn’t do. Everyone 

brought home a 

safetly leaflet, too. 

Thank you Alasdair!   
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Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

What a busy week we had on the 

final Friday of the last half term! 

Using our maths skills to work 

out the centre of our new outdoor 

classroom, we worked together to measure and create the 

beginnings of our seating area. Working with our buddies, we 

measured and cut the weedproof 

membrane, before beginning to move 

some of the woodchip over to this new 

area. We are looking forward to add to 

this seating area and getting it finished, 

soon!   

 

 

 

Half-term Hot Chocolate 

As an end of half term reward for everyone, we all enjoyed a delicious cup of hot chocolate on 

the last Friday afternoon. We are really hoping that the next time we have hot chocolate, it will 

be in our new seating area in the new outdoor classroom! The hot chocolate, though, was 

delicious!   

 

Well done, everyone, for a brilliant first week back in school! 
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