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Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 we have been continuing to expand our knowledge of dinosaurs 

through the exploration of fossils. After learning about how fossils are 

formed, we had a brilliant time imitating this 

process by creating salt dough fossils! We began 

by measuring out the ingredients we needed, 

taking it in turns to fill the cups and decide when 

we had reached the accurate measure. We then 

combined the ingredients and mixed them to create 

our dough. Next, we needed to divide the mixture evenly into 8 pieces: 

we first rolled the mixture flat and then cut it into half, then half again 

and then half again! Throughout each stage, we counted how many 

sections we now had and used the vocabulary of ‘half’, ‘quarter’ and 

‘eighths’. Once we had our eight sections, we each rolled out our 

individual piece of dough and then printed using the dinosaurs to 

create our fossil imprints. In Reception and Year 1, we then created recipes to detail how to make 

the salt dough, including the ingredients and measures needed.  

 

In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of height and 

length and some of the key mathematical terminology linked to pur new 

learning. In Year 1, we explored how we could use a range of different 

non-standard resources to measure the height or length of particular 

objects: we measured different objects 

with our hands or multilink cubes! In 

Reception and Nursery, we compared our 

own height to other objects to determine 

which objects were taller or shorter.  We 

also built towers to distinguish between 

taller, shorter and longer dependent on whether we were 

measuring height or length.  
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Class 2 News:  

In our Science lessons, we have been 

investigating which surface has the most 

friction and why. As scientists, we knew that a pull was a type of 

force and we made predictions before starting the investigation. We 

predicted which surfaces we thought would create the most  friction 

when pulling the shoe along them and therefore which would require 

the greatest amount of force. Once we had discussed our predictions, 

we wrote them down onto our investigation template. Next, we got 

into small groups and collaborated to draw a table in our science 

books to record our results. We had one column for the type of 

surface and another column for how many Newtons (N) were 

required to pull the shoe. We soon realised that the bumpy surfaces 

were the hardest to pull the shoe along and had the highest readings 

on the force metre (Newton metre): these surfaces created the most friction. After we had 

completed the investigation, we compared our table of results to our 

predictions to see if we were accurate or not.  

 

During our art lessons, we have been exploring the famous artist 

Laurence Stephen Lowry who painted industrial scenes from 

Manchester. We studied the different painting techniques that Lowry 

used in his paintings and we had a go at our own pictures in his style. 

They turned out really well and we had to use our noticing muscles to 

immitate the scenes accurately. 

 

 

In our maths lessons we have really had to perservere with our 

expanded division learning. We explored this 

method together and unpicked it step by step. As a 

group, we noticed that if we split the number up 

using the part, part whole method that we could 

easily find out which numbers were divisible. For 

example, to work out the answer to 92 ÷ 2, 92 can 

be split into 80 and 12 and both of these numbers 

are in the 2 times table and can therefore be divided by 2. After practicing this 

expanded division method together, we now feel more conifdent when working 

out our own solutions. We practised using the inverse too; checking our 

answers using multiplication.  
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Class 3 News: 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to learn about fractions in Year 6, 

multiplication written methods and problem solving in Year 5 and multiplying and dividing in 

Year 4. We have continued to be so focused and absorbed in our learning- taking ownership of 

revising our methods and answers when we have made the occasional error and asking for 

extra learning challenges and extra maths lessons! We are all really enjoying being challenged 

and reflecting on how much we are learning. 

 

In PSHE, we have learning about healthy eating. We have been 

exploring the amount of energy required to do different activities 

and how different foods provide us with different amounts of 

energy. We put food cards in order of kilojoules and linked food 

groups together. We were fascinated to learn how much exercise we 

would need to do to use up the amount of energy provided by 2 

small squares of chocolate. As an additional home-learning 

challenge, we are recording everything that we eat and drink over 

the next week to support our PSHE learning! 

 

 

In PE, we have been learning how to perform floor routines with a range of 

travels, balances and rolls. We have been sequencing routines to include 

cartwheels, forward rolls, round-offs, backwards rolls and a range of 

jumps (pencil, straddle and tuck). To link 

these elements together, we have been 

exploring how to travel at different heights  and have 

incorporated a range of balances, including 2 point balances, 

3 point balances and 4 point balances. We have been also 

been practicing the routine that our gymnastics team will 

perform next week: we have been trying really hard to 

perform controlled movements and balances, using the 

springboard to mount the vault before dismounting with a 

controlled jump and land.  

 

This term in our science, we are learning about Earth and 

Space.  This week, we have been focussing on the orbits 

of the earth and moon.  We discussed the difference 

between rotation (spin) and revolution (orbit), as the earth 

carries out both of these movements.  We then explored 

how the moon orbits the earth at the same time as the 

earth orbits the sun.  We modelled this outside in threes 

where one person was the sun, one person was the earth 

and one person was the moon.  The moon had to quickly 



 
 

Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
 

walk around the earth, while the earth was walking 

around the sun.  The ‘moons’ had pretty tricky jobs!  To 

help embed this learning, we also made our own models to 

show these orbits.   

 

This week in RE, we have started learning about 

leadership in religion.  We have explored what it feels like 

to be a leader and what makes a good leader.  We played 

some group circle games to explore this concept before 

making a list of all the different examples of people who 

are leaders.  In the following lessons, we will be considering who inspires us to do things and 

then we will be investigating and finding out about different leaders and heroes within a 

variety of religions.    

 

Assemblies this week:  

 

This week, we have been discussing ‘fake news’, including what it means and how it can 

impact our lives. We have been linking this to 

our knowledge of questioning and thinking 

critically about information that is presented to 

us (especially when researching facts for school 

or home learning projects). We have also been 

reminding ourselves about how to stay safe 

online and what to do if we see something that 

worries us. 

 

Reverend Johnsen also joined us this week to 

share a story about being curious and how a 

bit of curiosity may lead to amazing things! 

This links to our noticing and imagining learning muscles and how we can find joy and 

amazement all around us. 


