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th
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Learners of the Week: Lucas, Freddy and Hollie  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 191   Helvellyn 167      Blencathra 169 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our understanding the world 

and geography learning we have 

continued to expand our 

knowledge about Australia, this 

week focusing on Australian animals. We watched videos about different Australian animals and 

also learnt some interesting facts about some of the wildlife. We then used atlases and non-

fiction books to find different animal images and facts and it is clear we are now more confident 

in using and finding information in this way. Finally we chose our favourite Australian animal, 

drawing detailed pictures using 

images found in books and on the 

Internet and then also formed a 

sentence which provide some 

information about our chosen 

animal.  

 

In our art and expressive 

arts and design learning we have continued to develop 

our understanding of landscapes. Using the landscape 

backgrounds we created using a colour wash we then 

began to add hills and mountains using coloured paper 

to create a collage. We carefully used our fine motor 

skills to tear the pieces of paper to create the shapes of 

the rolling hills inspired by 

the beautiful fells 

in our local area. 

It was quite challenging to work out how to tear the paper 

to create the shape that we were intending and we also 

had to explore the composition of our landscape to 

determine where pieces would work best and which colours 

we wanted to use. We are looking forward to adding more 

detail to our landscapes next week. 
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In our science learning this week we focused on the 

beginning of summer marked by the summer solstice and 

the longest day of the year. We recapped our knowledge of 

seasons and discussed some of the changes which we 

witness during each of the different seasons in the air. We 

then shared a beautiful book called It Starts With a Seed by 

Laura 

Knowles and 

Jennie 

Webber which explored some of the changes which 

occur throughout the seasons. We used this book to 

generate questions and also share our own 

knowledge and understanding and experiences. We 

then focused more on the season of summer and 

what we might notice linked to trees. Following on 

from this discussion we then adapted our seasons 

tree in the classroom to create a summer tree. We painted our hands using different shades of 

green and then printed them onto the different branches to create leaves. We are looking forward 

to observing some of the changes linked to summer outside over the coming weeks. 

 

We also had the opportunity to visit the library this 

week and continue to enjoy exploring the variety of 

books that are available and 

having the opportunity to borrow 

different books ourselves to share 

with family and friends. 

 

In our PE and physical 

development learning we enjoyed 

playing with the parachute outside. We had to utilise our collaborating skills 

to enable us to successfully work together to move the parachute and join in 

with the different games. It was 

so much fun and was a great 

chance for us to continue to 

extend our gross motor skills 

and our noticing and 

persevering skills because at 

times it could be a little 

challenging! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

This week in our maths learning, we have been stretching our 

noticing and imitating muscles as we have been using the 

clocks to practise telling the time. We are growing in 

confidence in being able to show and tell the time using the 

clocks to support us- we’d 

love to practise telling the 

time at home, too!   

 

In PE this week, we 

enjoyed playing rounders 

following a very strenuous 

Sports Day! It was great 

fun being able to practice 

our batting, throwing and 

catching skills in a team game. 

 

 

This week in French, we have been learning the names of pets that we might have at home. We 

stretched our imitating muscles, listening carefully to how the words were pronounced and then 

repeating them. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week we have been super busy and we went to the 

library in the Hub. This time, we had Year 1 children with 

us and we enjoyed helping 

each other to return our 

books and scan out new 

ones to borrow. We all 

acted as responsible role 

models and collaborated on this exciting activity. We really enjoy 

our trips to the library and look forward to doing them.  

     

In phonics this week in Year 2, we have been learning different 

spelling rules and we looked at root words: for example, ‘quack’ and how if we add an ‘ing’ to it 

then it will become ‘quacking’. We soon realised that the root word had to make sense on its 

own. We also completed some excellent reading during this lesson and we are becoming more 

fluent and 

independent 

readers. We 

had a go at 

plotting the 

root words 

onto a table 

and then 

adding the 

‘ing’ to them, 

too.  

    

During our geography work this week, we have been continuing to look at the country Australia 

and this week we started a study of the Daintree Rainforest in 

Queensland which is the oldest rainforest in the whole world 

(180 million years old). We watched a fascinating documentary 

all about Daintree and the animals/creatures that inhabit the 

rainforest. We discovered new 

species of animals that we 

had never heard of before 

including; Lumholtz Tree 

Kangaroo, Boyd Forest 

Dragon, Nankeen Night Heron, Black Flying Foxes, Saw-Shelled 

Turtle and the Southern Cassowary. After watching the 

documentary, we answered some questions about Daintree 
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Rainforest and had a go at drawing some pictures of the new species of animals we learnt 

about.  

   

Year one children have been working super hard with their 

‘time’ work in maths this week. After completing the 

practical task using the clocks to tell the time to each other 

we had a go at 

drawing half past 

times on the blank 

clock faces. We 

discussed that the 

longer hand was the 

minute hand and the 

shorter hand was the hour hand. With lots of determination 

and perseverance we completed all of the blank clock faces 

and produced some amazing work! 
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Class 3 News 

 

In our maths learning this week, 

we have started to consolidate and 

further-apply key areas of our 

learning from this whole academic 

year: this will ensure that we are 

ready to progress to our next year 

groups in September. This week, 

we consolidated the learning 

from the very beginning of the 

autumn term and focused on 

the place value and worth of 

each digit in a range of 

numbers, as well as exploring the links between place 

value and powers of ten. To stretch our reasoning 

learning muscle and really show our 

understanding, we have been using a 

range of pictorial representations to 

show and prove the place value of numbers (including up to two decimal 

places and up to and beyond 10 million!), as well as applying this knowledge 

to measures, such as weight and capacity. 

In Year 6, we had some challenging 

questions that we had to really think about. 

Here is one where we had that ‘lightbulb 

moment’: what number is one thousandth 

(0.001) times the size of 4,000,000? We’ll 

tell you the answer at the end of the 

newsletter!  

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have enjoyed listening to more of our 

class text: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Having written our 

Cold Write stories last week, we have spent our lessons this week focusing 

on a few key areas that needed a little more refining. This included fronted 

adverbial phrases, character and action descriptions and those pesky 

apostrophes for possession! Stretching our revising learning muscle, we 

worked together to create lots of ‘short burst’ sentences and paragraphs, 

honing our skills in these areas. We were all able to imitate and magpie 

elements of our model text and class book to write effective paragraphs and we have been 

challenging ourselves to include a wide range of punctuation- especially in Year 5 and 6. As 

well as all of this writing development, we have continued to explore our class book through our 

VIPERS guided reading questions. This week, we have really been able to identify the subtle clues 
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in the text: this has helped us to improve our prediction and 

inference skills as we are able to reason and justify our opinions, 

using quotes from the text to support our answers. We’ve also 

had lots of success in Accelerated Reader, with many quizzes 

being passed, and we are enjoying reading our new Library Van 

books and books from our Reading for Pleasure treasure box.  

 

This week, we have been recapping how we can stay safe online. 

It is clear that we all know that we should speak to a trusted 

adult if we are worried about anything and that age ratings are 

there to protect us from inappropriate content. We also discussed 

using nicknames when playing online games and we were all 

very confident in describing what we should and shouldn’t do 

when online.  

 

As well as recapping how to stay safe online, we have been 

consolidating and extending our knowledge of the human body in 

our RSE lessons. Working as a whole class initially, we compared 

the similarities and differences in male and female body parts, 

before learning how these change 

during puberty. In Year 5 and 6, 

we extended this further and 

found out about the role of the 

reproductive organs, making links to our 

science learning. Finally, in Year 6, we 

explored the impact of drugs and alcohol on 

the human body and discussed how we can 

make the right choices to keep ourselves safe: 

this supports our transition to secondary school, as well as makes 

links to our science and PSHE learning. We started this learning 

by exploring the circulatory system and how the heart works, as 

well as how we can keep our bodies and minds healthy. We 

challenged stereotypes and practiced being assertive and saying 

no. Everyone was very mature and used the correct terminology (or ‘science 

words’) throughout our RSE and science/ PSHE lessons- well done everyone, 

we’ll continue this learning next week!  

 

Finally, today, lots of children set off on the first residential visit since 2019! 

After such a busy few weeks, Miss Hutton, Mrs Arnold and Mr Mitchinson are 

confident that everyone will be in bed and fast asleep nice and early and that 

bedrooms will stay tidy and organised... read next week’s newsletter to find out what Class 3 

got up to! 
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Steel Pan Club 

This week, we rehearsed Jamaica Farewell to make sure that we could remember it from last 

week, before learning a brand-new piece of music! This new piece of music allowed us to apply 

our knowledge of semi-quavers and explore new notes and new instruments as we moved onto 

a new pan. The piece of music that we played this week is called ‘What Can I Do?’ by The Corrs 

and we decided that because it sounded so good, we’d invite our parents in to watch! They were 

very impressed! Next week, we plan to develop our endings and solo sections, before possibly 

starting a third piece of music! It is sounding brilliant! 

 

Sports Day 

On Monday, we had an amazing Sports Day! After 

squeezing in our maths, phonics and literacy learning, we 

got changed into our blue, purple and green house t-shirts 

and made our way onto the field. As we made our way 

down the ramp, we were very excited to see that the field 

had been transformed into a festival of 11 sporting 

activities and our Year 5 and Year 6 Sports Leaders began 

to get each team organised and prepared! With score cards 

at the ready, we had team-talks and top-tips on how to 

score as many points as possible, before Ric set us off on 

our first activity. It was amazing to see how focused and 

absorbed everyone was in each activity and how 

accurately everyone was able to apply their skills from PE. By lunchtime, we had completed 

around half of our activities- from welly throw to long jump, high jump to discus – and we 
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were certainly ready to refuel! Whilst Class 1 and 2 were eating lunch, our Sports Leaders did a 

brilliant job of beginning to add up the scores so far: by this point, the scores were already into 

the thousands! After lunch, we completed the last of these high-scoring activities and sat in the 

shade waiting for our parent and family supporters.  

 

From 2pm, we were joined by 71 visitors to cheer us on and support us. We completed our final 

team games (including tunnel ball, egg and spoon relay and the skipping, three-legged and sack 

races) before challenging ourselves to try our very best in the sprints and long runs. Everyone 

did incredibly well!  

It was brilliant to have so many parent and family supporters: we’d like to say a huge thank 

you to you all for joining us and cheering us on.  

 

We’d also like to thank Ric Armstrong for another brilliant Sports Day, all the staff for making the 

event run so smoothly and - of course - all the children for trying their very best and showing 

excellent sportsmanship and support for one another. Everyone supported and encouraged each 

other throughout the whole day and it was such a brilliant day.  
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The final results were: 

3
rd

 place: Hellvellyn (8098 points) 

2
nd

 place: Skiddaw: (11,405 points) 

1
st

 place: Blencathra: (15, 285 points) 

Well done everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 maths answer: 4,000,000 x  0.001 = 4,000 


