
 

Week beginning 20
th

 March 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Joseph, Emily and Willow  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  159    Helvellyn  154    Blencathra  148 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Nursery this week, we have 

focussing on 2D shapes, zoning in on a 

new 2D shape day. We learnt about some of 

the different properties of the shapes, 

noticing similarities and differences between 

each of them. After learning about the shapes, we then searched for them around the classroom, 

discovering all sorts of objects. We have also continued to practise our counting skills up to and 

back from 10. In maths in Reception, we have been exploring number bonds to 10 this week. We 

created number bonds using Numicon and the Rekenreks and have also used the Numberblocks to 

help us, including matching Numberblocks characters together. We also enjoyed playing matching 

games with partners using the Numicon to match number bonds together and created number 

bonds using double sided counters and tens frames. 

 

In phonics in Reception this week, we have been consolidating our understanding of digraphs 

and trigraphs, applying them when reading and writing. We have also been working 

collaboratively to extend our knowledge through guided reading and writing. In phonics in 

Nursery, we have been exploring rhymes and have been sorting pictures based on the initial 

sounds ‘a’ and ‘t’. To extend our knowledge further we focused on finding pictures based on the 

initial sounds we could hear. We have also been developing our fine motor skills by imitating 

different patterns.     

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our design technology learning this 

week we enjoyed cooking sweet and 

sour vegetable noodles. We began by 

chopping up courgette and pepper, 

carefully using knives to chop smaller 

chunks ready for roasting. While they 

were roasting we created the sweet and 

sour sauce, using our noticing skills to carefully measure out the different 

ingredients and then combine them together to make the sauce.  
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After mixing the vegetables, sauce and noodles together we then enjoyed trying it with some 

prawn crackers too. It was really tasty and we were so proud to see everyone having a try, we 

got some incredibly positive feedback too which is great!  

 

In our science and 

understanding the world 

learning this week, we 

celebrated the beginning of 

Spring. We enjoyed learning 

about some of the changes that 

occur within the month of 

Spring and we even searched 

for some signs of Spring in our 

outdoor learning environment. 

We found frogspawn, daffodils and heard lots 

of bird song. We also changed our seasons 

tree making a Spring tree by adding blossom 

and spring flowers around the base of the 

tree. It looks beautiful!  

 

 

In PE, we enjoyed doing indoor curling, we 

had to carefully judge where to aim the stone 

and alter the speed in which we tossed the ball. It was tricky but we persevered! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week, in Class 2, we have been really busy with assessments. We have stretched our 

persevering muscles to complete all of our assessments and all of the teachers have been very 

proud of how hard we have worked. The teachers are particularly impressed with Year 1 as this 

has been the first opportunity to be a part of assessment week! We have all shown great 

resilience and positivity and given maximum effort - well done everyone! 

 

In PE this week, we children have enjoyed taking part in a new sport - curling! This has been 

great fun as we slid the curling stone across the floor in order to aim for the house. It was quite 

challenging and we needed to be patient and practice so that we didn’t use too much strength. 

We then stretched our collaborating muscles to work in teams and play some games. 

 

In our science learning this week we finally had some results to write about following our 

investigation.  It was really interesting to see where the most 

hygienic places around the building were.   

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week we have been completing a 

practical investigation as part of our 

maths learning. We got into pairs and 

predicted the capacity of each container using cups as our unit of 

measure. For example, we had a chalk tub and some children predicted 

that this would hold 7 full cups of water. Next, we tested our 

predictions out and used the cups to measure. The results were very 

interesting and it was surprising to learn how many full cups each 

container held. After testing the capacity of each container, we used 

the measuring jugs to see exactly how much water each one held 

using litres and millilitres. When we got back into the classroom, we 

had a lengthy discussion about our results and it was interesting to 

see if we received the same results for the same containers. This brought us onto a conversation 

about fair testing and accurate measuring.  
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During our phonics learning this week, we have been 

looking at the ‘oa, oe and split diagraph o-e’ sounds. First 

of all, we practiced reading the words on the interactive 

whiteboard and we did our ‘reading with speed using bossy 

phonics fingers.’ Next, we had a go at writing the words 

down in the correct places on our mini whiteboards. We 

were all fantastic with these sounds and hope to apply our 

new phonics and spelling knowledge into our writing across 

all subjects.  

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been delving deeper into our class text: The Girl of 

Ink and Stars. This week, we’ve read over 10 chapters and we have been enthralled by the 

suspense that the author has used to keep us guessing. As well as enjoying hearing more about 

Isabella’s journey into the ‘Forbidden Territories’, we have been exploring how the author uses 

contrasting settings and descriptions to change the mood of the story, as well as how weather is 

used to show imminent danger.  After learning about all of these techniques in our daily reading 

lessons, we then made sure that we had applied them in our own writing when editing and re-

drafting our warm writes from last week.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we 

have further developing our knowledge 

of fractions and decimals in Year 4 

and Year 6. In Year 4, we have been 

learning about the link between 

fractions and decimals by converting 

between the two. By the end of the 

week, we had stretched our learning 

so much that we extended our 

knowledge to included hundredths as 

well as tenths and we 

showed our learning by 

representing them in different ways. In Year 6, we 

have been converting fractions to decimals (using our 

knowledge of short division methods) and then 

converting these into percentages. We’ve also been 

playing F-D-P bingo (that is, Fractions-Decimals-

Percentages bingo!). In Year 5, we have a brilliant 

week exploring and calculating area, making links to 

what we know about perimeter and how to calculate 
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missing lengths. Finally, we have all enjoyed recapping and consolidating our learning through 

our Flashback 4s as well as practising our arithmetic skills.  

 

In music this week, we continued to develop our skills in playing our collaborative piece. This 

week, we tried incredibly hard to listen to each other and stay in time so that our performance 

piece was played accurately. We also practised experimenting with our composition and looked 

for the cues that told us when it was time to change the dynamics or move to a solo section.  

We’ve been enjoying adding to our French 

vocabulary this week, too. After learning 

how to say the past times that we all enjoy 

over the last couple of weeks, we’ve learnt 

how to say why we enjoy these hobbies. 

We are now able say that we enjoy them 

because they are fun, interesting and cool 

as well as saying why we don’t like 

something, including if it is difficult or boring! We also recapped 

how to say ‘left’, ‘right’ and ‘straight ahead’ as part of our weekly 

recap: by recapping key vocabulary over the course of the year, we 

are making sure that we don’t forget what we have learned! 

 

In computing, we have continued to 

develop our skills in creating vector drawings with us focussing 

on learning how to add and layer objects. During this lesson, we 

practised how to bring objects forwards or send them backwards, 

as well as order them by bringing the selected object forward by 

one place or back by one place. To 

help us practise these new skills, we 

imitated patterns found in nature with pretty impressive results! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

What an action-packed couple of weeks we’ve had! We’ve been 

bringing all our knowledge learned over the term together, 

across subjects to produce lots of amazing pieces of writing. 

In geography, we wrote an explanation on what volcanoes 

are and how they erupt and, in history, we wrote double 

page spreads about how life in Britain changed under Roman 

rule. To complete these tasks well, we not only had to utilise 

different sources of information but we had to make links to 

our literacy learning and use different writing techniques to 

ensure our knowledge and ideas are communicated effectively.  

 

On Wednesday this week, we were lucky enough to finish our history topic on Roman Britain off 

with a trip to the Roman Army Museum and Vindolanda - both of which are located along the 

route of Hadrian’s wall. We had a super time exploring the exhibits, 

making links to the learning we had done already and expanding on 

this with new and exciting evidence and information. At the Roman 

Army Museum, we took a Roman lesson with a holographic Roman 

teacher, who taught us some Latin and explained about life and 

learning in Roman Britain. We also donned 3D glasses to watch a video 

about what life would have been like for a Roman Soldier living and 

working on Hadrian’s Wall. It was 

fascinating to see the archaeological 

evidence brought to life to allow us to see 

what the wall would have once looked 

like. We explored exhibits on the different types of solider, 

explored maps of the empire and looked for artefacts that show 

us what life was like for a Roman soldier.  
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At Vindolanda, we had an amazing time looking at all the incredible artefacts that have been 

found at the site and are still being found to this day. We looked at hundreds of pairs of shoes, 

tools, bones, fabrics, coins and pottery which all help us understand when and where things 

were happening, what life would have been like, how the Romans would have lived and 

worked, as well as where objects had come from. It was amazing to think that so many of the 

materials found at Vindolanda would have travelled from all over the Roman Empire to finally 

end up in Northern England. We also got to see the well-preserved writing tablets that have been 

found at the site. These tell us so much about the daily lives and 

concerns of the Soldiers and others living on the Roman Wall. As 

Latin can be translated, we could find out what food they were 

buying, what they were being sent from family and friends and 

how their social structures 

worked.  

 

Finally, we had a chance to 

explore the physical ruins of the 

fort itself and surrounding 

infrastructure. We were able to 

spot and identify water sources, 

defences, drainage systems, as 

well as explain the reasons for locations of specific parts of 

the fort – such as why the strong room and headquarters was in the centre of the fort and why 

the bathhouse was built over to the side of the settlement next to the 

river.  

 

On Thursday we spent the afternoon building on our knowledge of 

the human circulatory system to explore how nutrients and water are 

transported around the body. We made links to our DT learning 

around nutrition by identifying the nutrients we need, where we get 

them from and what function they have in the body, before 

exploring how the digestive and circulatory systems link up to digest, 

extract and then transport these vital nutrients to where they are 

needed in the body.  
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Before this, we were treated to a lesson with Ruth and Rachel from NISCU who took us on an 

emotional rollercoaster exploring the events that Christian’s believe lead up to Easter. We listened 

to the story and had a very special visit from Jesus’ mother Mary herself who told us about the 

events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. We had to 

identify and explore Mary’s emotions over this time by using 

emojis to show how she might 

have felt at different points in 

the story. We really enjoyed 

this interactive approach to 

learning about this Christian 

festival.  
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Lanercost Cross Country- Saturday 18
th

 March  

What a brilliant morning we had at the Lanercost Cross Country on Saturday! This year, we had 

12 children taking part and everyone worked incredibly hard to run their best race. We definitely 

had to stretch our persevering and revising learning muscles as we tried to dodge the mud but 

we all had so much fun. A huge thank you to all the parents, siblings and staff supporters that 

cheered everyone on! Well done, everyone! 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

  

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/carlisle/the-sands-leisure-centre/the-sands-leisure-

centre 

£24.00 per day 

https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/carlisle/the-sands-leisure-centre/the-sands-leisure-centre
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