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Learners of the Week: Grace, Charlotte and Evangeline  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  200    Helvellyn  221   Blencathra  194 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception)  

 

In maths in Nursery, we have been 

focusing on the concept of more and 

fewer this week. We developed our 

understanding of this vocabulary and 

practised exploring the concepts using 

objects. We began by looking at different groups of objects and naming 

whether they were more or fewer than another. We also practised adding 

one more and one less using objects to support us.  

 

In our maths learning in Reception, we have been manipulating shapes to create patterns and 

have been identifying shapes within pictures and based on their different properties. We have 

also been ordering numbers between 1 and 10 and practising counting up and back. 

 

In our phonics in Reception, we have been working 

on our letter formation, focusing on accurate 

formation of the different letters. In Nursery, we 

enjoyed making silly soup and rhyming soup. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we entered the 

invention phase which enabled us to use our 

imagining skills to generate our 

own stories. We came up with 

some brilliant ideas and they 

were all unique which is wonderful. We also looked at alternative versions 

of the Three Little Pigs story which was really interesting as it gave us the 

opportunity to explore the characters in a different way. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning, we focused on invertebrates and 

vertebrates in our learning about animals this 

week. We learnt about the difference between 

vertebrates and invertebrates and sorted animals 

into the different groups. We were very shocked to 

discover how invertebrates made up of most of the 

animal population on Earth! 

 

In our geography and understanding the world learning, we 

continued our learning about Australia. This week we focused on 

examples of physical geography within Australia, centring on the 

Daintree rainforest and the Great Barrier 

Reef. We identified the different examples of 

physical geography and sorted images but 

also discussed some of the similarities and differences between the two. 

We made some brilliant links to our learning about different Australian 

animals too! 

 

In our PSHE learning, we enjoyed learning and sharing about our 

families. We discussed how every family is unique and special. It was 

great to have the opportunity to each share about our own families and 

who is important to us and why. We then drew some family pictures to 

identify the different special people in our lives. 

 

In our RE and understanding the world 

learning, we enjoyed learning about the Hindu 

pilgrimage of Kumbh Mela. We looked at 

different images and videos and were 

fascinated by the huge numbers of people who 

attend the festival! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our literacy learning this week, we have 

worked hard to plan, write and edit our ‘Hot 

Write’ stories based on our class text, Meerkat 

Mail. Starting them on the Wednesday, we have 

worked hard to make sure that we have 

included lots of descriptive language and 

literary features to engage the reader, as well 

as speech and dialogue to add detail and 

advance the action. We really enjoyed sharing 

our favourite extracts from our stories on the 

Storyteller’s Stool, too.  

 

In our science learning, we have continued to make and record observations and measurements 

of our ongoing investigations. This week, we drew conclusions as to whether or not it matters 

which way around a bulb is planted and started to plan and write our hypothesis, method and 

fair test considerations for whether or not it matters how much water a plant is given. We also 

looked closely at the plants that we put in different locations last week and recorded the 

differences that we noticed.  
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Building on our science learning about living things, in our 

computing learning we have been using this knowledge to 

create branching databases. For each living thing that we 

chose, we used yes and no questions to identify the animal, 

making sure we used science-specific questions, rather than 

generic questions based 

on observable 

characteristics.  We made sure to include questions about 

whether or not they were invertebrate or vertebrates or how 

they could be classified as being a herbivore, omnivore or 

carnivore.   

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

Over the past few weeks, we have been working extremely 

hard with our DT sewing project. We are going to be 

creating a touchy-feely book. Firstly, we researched all 

about Australia and the types of animals that live there. We 

discovered many new animals like; the echidna, 

cassowary, Tasmanian devil and the wallaby. Next, we 

created a detailed plan for the animal that we were going to 

sew onto our book. Our plans included the purpose of our project, audience and design features 

we wanted to include. After that, we made a stencil on card of the outline of our animal so we 

could use this to draw around the felt. We then cut around the felt for the basis of our animal. 

Once we had cut out all of our felt pieces to sew together for 

our animal, we started to sew the pieces together. We had to 

persevere because it was tricky to sew the smaller parts of our 

animals together. As a 

class, we will be continuing 

to collaborate on our 

touchy-feely books and 

sewing our animals onto 

the fabric pages over the 

next few weeks.  
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This week in our phonics learning, we have been studying the 

spelling rule ‘add ness’ to the end of the word. We had many 

root words such as; kind, fit, damp, wicked, shy and weak 

and we had to add ‘ness’ to the end of each of the words to 

produce a new word. For example, kind became kindness and 

wicked became wickedness. After learning the new spelling 

rule, we wrote sentences for each 

of the pictures shown.  

 

 

In our maths learning in Year 

1, we have moved onto our 

next unit of work which is 

fractions. We have been 

learning all about halves and 

we completed a practical 

activity where we had to cut 

each of the shapes exactly in 

half to show that half meant out of two pieces. In Year 2, 

we have been 

working extremely 

hard with our SATs 

papers this week. In 

Year 3, we have been 

completing out 

fractions unit of 

work by learning 

about equivalent 

fractions. We learnt that 1/2 is equivalent to 2/4, 3/6, 4/8 and 6/12. To help with this learning, 

we studied the fraction wall so that we could visually see and notice which fractions were 

equivalent. 

   

 

As part of our literacy learning this week, we have been planning our ‘Hot Write’ ready to create 

our very own version of ‘Meerkat Mail’. To ensure that our writing was to the best of our 

abilities, we spent some time discussing a detailed opening to our stories and how to include 

fronted adverbials, inverted commas and details like who, what and where.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week, we’ve continued to work towards our final 

‘Hot Writes’ of this half term in literacy. These portal 

stories - that are focused on the character being 

transported into a new place or world - are based on 

the themes, atmosphere and setting linked to our class 

text of Tom’s Midnight Garden. At the beginning of 

the week, we worked hard to plan out our narratives 

and spot all the deliberate spelling, punctuation and 

grammar mistakes in an edited extract from the text. 

By the end of the week (when our stories were written) some of us read out our favourite 

sections them out to Class 2 on the Storyteller’s Stool!  

 

In RE this week, we have continued to learn more about the beliefs, celebrations and religious 

worship in some of the 6 main religions that are studied in school. This week, we had two RE 

lessons, as one important festival fell within this week. On Thursday 23
rd

 May, Buddhists 

around the world celebrated Wesak so we based our learning on this celebration and what 

happens during this time. Having found out about how Buddhists show respect, thanks and 

give to others in need during this time, we created Wesak lanterns and decorated them with 

things that we can do to help others in need.  

 

Finally, we enjoyed a post-SATs treat in Year 6! We were delighted to find that a little tea-party 

had been set up for us and we enjoyed eating, chatting and having a giggle together! 
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Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

It has been Hot Write week this week in literacy. Inspired by Tom’s Midnight garden, we have 

planned, written and edited a portal story where our main character finds their way into a 

garden in a different time or place. Using the settings toolkit, we’ve built up in our literacy 

lessons we’ve worked really hard to bring our settings to life and create mood and atmosphere 

through our stories.  

 

In maths this week, in Year 4 we’ve finished our unit on time and have 

used what we’ve learned to complete some reasoning and problem 

solving activities. In Year 5, we’ve been working on calculating angles 

in a range of shapes and situations and in Year 6 we’ve been working 

on coordinates as well as translating and reflecting shapes.  

 

In our geography learning this week, we revisited our knowledge of the 

physical processes of erosion and 

deposition and applied what we know to 

rivers. We learned how meanders and 

oxbow lakes form on rivers due to erosion and deposition and how 

the path of a natural river continually changes. We then took a 

virtual trip down the River Eden from source to sea, labelling our 

maps with the physical and human features of a river as we 

went.  

 

We finished off our science learning this week with a quiz all 

about classification and life cycles. It was amazing to see all the 

knowledge we’ve learned this term.  

 

On Thursday afternoon, we were lucky enough to join 

a live poetry workshop with the poet Matt Goodfellow. 

He told us all about his poetry and how he believes 

poetry can be a brilliant tool to explore your own voice 

and express yourself. He showed us how he and 

other poets us their accents in their poems to make 

them authentic to themselves and he read out some 

poems from his latest book The Final Year which we 

have for Year 5s and 6s to read in Class 3. It was very inspiring - especially when he 

explained that you don’t have to follow the rules and called poetry “rebel writing”.  
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