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th
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Learners of the Week: Tommy, Max and Sam 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  96    Helvellyn  111  Blencathra  91 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning in Class 1 this week we have been focusing on 

the concept of shapes with 4 edges. We explored a range of different 

shapes with 4 edges, including squares, rectangles and other 

quadrilaterals. We went on shape hunts around the classroom and 

outdoor area and discovered lots of different examples. We also 

conducted shape sorting activities using our noticing skills to carefully 

match shapes based on their number of edges but also other properties. We paid particular 

attention to distinguishing between squares and rectangles as both shapes had 4 edges and 4 

corners. We noticed that squares had edges of an equal length whereas 

rectangles had edges of different lengths. We used the phrase '2 long, 2 

short, rectangle' to help us remember. 

In our phonics in Reception, we have continued developing our letter 

formation skills this week. We have been 

focusing on controlling our fine motor 

movements to refine the letters we create and are 

becoming more confident and accurate in 

forming these. We have also continued to 

develop our segmenting and blending skills 

through a range of different activities. In our phonics in Nursery, we have 

been matching sounds together and playing memory games. 
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In our Talk for Writing learning this week, we began the 

innovation phase, making changes to the story of the 

Gruffalo, with different characters and homes. It was great 

to use our imagination to generate different characters. We 

also went on an exciting Gruffalo adventure to Milton 

Woods this week. When we first started our learning about 

the Gruffalo story, the children asked if we could go to the 

woods to go on our very own Gruffalo hunt so that is 

what we decided to do! Throughout the woodland there 

were different characters from the story hidden and we 

had a brilliant time acting out the story of the Gruffalo. 

We found not only the characters but also their homes, 

including the fox's underground home, the owl's treetop 

home and the snake's log pile home and the stream and 

lake from the story too. It was amazing to act out the 

story in a real context and the opportunities to develop our 

vocabulary were brilliant. We also enjoyed some delicious 

hot chocolate to warm us up too! Thank you to Mr 

Davidson for taking us there on the bus! 
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week, we continued our learning about the 

festival of Diwali. This week, we created our own Rangoli patterns using a 

variety of different resources from around the classroom, including natural 

objects (such as shells, conkers and log slices); colourful blocks and using 

paper and coloured pens. It was great to use our creativity to create our own 

patterns. 

In our science and understanding the world 

learning this week, we continued our learning 

about the human body, this week focussing on 

our different senses. We discussed the 5 different senses and then 

used our senses to explore the indoor and outdoor environment. We 

discovered so many different things using our senses and used some 

fantastic vocabulary!   

In our geography and understanding the 

world learning this week, in Year 1 we 

continued our learning about the 

Gunpowder Plot this week focusing on 

why the Gunpowder plot happened. In Nursery 

and Reception, we created a large bonfire using 

natural objects we collected in our outdoor 

environment. 

In PE and physical development this week we have been developing our 

football skills. We explored using different touches on the ball for different 

purposes and enjoyed applying our new football games to activities like the 

chain game which we have also completed in other sports. It was great fun 

too! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield) 

 

This week during our literacy lessons, we have been 

using our model text ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ to 

create a big boxing up of the story onto our class 

story mountain.  We broke down the story into what 

happened in the introduction, build up, dilemma, 

resolution and ending, adding the key parts for each 

onto the story mountain. As a class, we had to read 

each part of the story and then use our noticing skills to decide where on the mountain it should 

go. We collaborated to complete this task and then, once this was complete, we had a go at 

acting out the story using some Makaton to help retell each 

part of the story. Next, we focused on being ‘alliteration 

detectives’ where we had to 

work in small groups to find 

and highlight the any 

alliteration in the model text. 

After that, we innovated on 

these sentences to create our 

own phrases and sentences 

with alliteration in them. 

For example, we turned 

‘green glass bottles’ into 

‘glorious, glimmering glass 

bottles.’ Our work included 

lots of fantastic alliteration and we are really proud of all of 

our hard work in 

literacy this week.  

 

 

As part of our maths learning this week in Year 1, we 

have been continuing to learn all about 2D and 3D 

shapes. We had a go at sorting the 2D shapes into the 

correct places discussing the properties of each one. In 

Year 2 we have been 

using the Base Ten to 

help us to work out missing number problems involving 

addition and subtraction. We could make each number and 

then physically do the addition or subtraction using the tens 
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and ones which really helped us to see if we needed to 

rename or not. As a super tricky challenge, we have also 

been completing some reasoning and problem-solving 

questions about addition and subtraction. In Year 3, we 

have been learning all about complements to 100.  

 

In our spelling lessons this week, in Year 1 we have been 

learning our new spellings; so, no, go, to and the. In 

Year 2, we have been learning these spellings; any, many, busy, people, water and again. We 

all had to look at each spelling, sound it out and then write each one down. As part of the 

lesson, we had a go at covering each spelling up and then we had a go at remembering each 

letter to create each spelling. We tested each other 

in pairs too.  

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have been 

studying words that have the letter ‘a’ in them. For example, we learnt that the word ‘angel’ has 

an ‘a’ in it but this sounds different from the word ‘watch’ that also has an ‘a’ in it and that they 

sound different but look the same. We had to look at each picture 

on the board and then decide which column they belonged in.  
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In our geography lesson this week, we have been learning all 

about the journey of a river and we watched some video clips to 

help see the different parts. 

After watching the video and 

discussing at length what we 

had learnt, we had to stretch 

our memory to try remember 

the journey of a river and 

label these in the correct 

places.  During the lesson we learnt new terms such as; delta, 

source, mouth, confluence, tributary, meander, floodplain and Ox 

Bow Lake.  

 

This week during our art lesson, we have been using clay to produce our very 

own sculptures of Julius Caesar, the Roman Emperor. First, we revised our 

plans in our sketch books, thinking back to how our practice run went last week 

using the playdough. We decided whether or not we needed to make any tweaks 

to our designs and then we had a go at producing the real sculpture of Julius’ 

head using the proper clay. We had to use the clay tools and work quite fast to 

create the shape of the head and carve or attach facial features using the ‘slip 

method.’ We had to work quickly as we knew that they clay would dry quite fast! Have a look 

at our finished sculpture- we hope you find them amazing and that you can see the resemblance 

to Julius Caesar. This task most definitely stretched our noticing skills as we had to carefully 

create the exact same features that 

were on Julius that we could see.  
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Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

 In Class 2, we’ve had a very busy end to 

the week. In our literacy learning, we have 

been focussing on features of writing and 

grammar to be able to identify and write 

our own examples of statements, 

commands, questions and exclamations. 

Using examples from our model text and 

other sentences linked to The Tiger Who 

Came to Tea, we read each sentence 

carefully before spotting its features and 

sorting it into the correct category. Whilst 

we were busy reading and sorting in Year 2 and 3, in Year 1 we 

were reading captions linked to each type of sentence and the 

phonics sounds that we have been learning. Having read each 

sentence, we worked hard to find the 

corresponding illustration. Some were quite 

difficult and had tricky words in them, as 

well as our new graphemes from phonics! 

Finally, on Friday, we focussed on learning 

a new grammatical structure: commas in 

lists. Using illustrations from our class text, 

we focussed on describing each setting, using commas and the word 

‘and’ to separate three items.  As an extra cheeky challenge, we tried to 

identify alliterative adjectives to enhance our sentences, too. We then 

shared our sentences on the story-teller’s stool.  We can’t wait to try and 

include these ideas in our warm writes.  

 

 In science this week, we have been helping Orla solve a problem! Last 

week, she managed spill a glass of water all 

over herself and the floor but wasn’t quite sure 

which material would be the most absorbent. 

So, to help her learn about the absorbency and 

properties of different materials, we worked 

hard to plan and complete an investigation. We 

were able to explain to Orla which materials 

were the most and least absorbent and how the 

data that we collected showed this.  
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In our RE learning this week, we have started to learn about people and 

traditions around the world. This week, we 

have been learning about Islam and the rituals 

that are performed when a baby is born. At 

the beginning of the lesson, we explored what 

whispering meant and when it might be 

appropriate to whisper, before learning about 

what is whispered into a Muslim baby’s ear 

following their birth. We found out how the 

words whispered to the baby are the foundation for the first of the 

five pillars of Islam in that Muslims 

believe that there is only one God. We 

then made links to traditions and 

religious ceremonies in other religions, with many of us sharing 

information on baptisms within Christianity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News  

 

We’ve had another busy week in Class 3, this week!  

 

In Year 5 and Year 6 we have continued to learn about spelling rules and patterns. This week, it 

was the turn of homophones and antonyms! In Year 5, we used photographs and illustrations to 

identify pairs of words, before working out which spelling pattern we’d need to use for each 

one. Some were quite difficult and meant that we needed to think very carefully about which 

spelling pattern was required. This was a similar story for us in Year 6, although our spelling 

patterns were slightly less challenging as our focus was on antonyms and their meaning. We 

really enjoyed identifying and applying this learning in our literacy lesson later in the morning, 

too! 

 

In our literacy learning, we took all of the ambitious vocabulary that we sourced and gathered at 

the end of last week to begin to use in our short-burst writing sentences and paragraphs. To 

support our sentence variation, we explored how we can use words with the -ed and -ing 

suffixes to build tension, whilst showing the action or character’s feelings. We developed this 
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further by using a dictionary or thesaurus to check our spellings and to find synonyms, whilst 

ensuring the sentence was cohesive and still made sense.  

 

 

Building on from our design and technology learning from 

last week, we continued to work through our list of priorities 

on our Canopic Chests. This week, we all made sure that our 

wooden faces were sawn and sanded, before continuing to 

add our ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics into each face. As 

well as working on these elements, we also continued to join 

our frame together 

and used Computer Aided Design to help us plan how 

we would construct the lid. It is very impressive to see 

how independent and responsible we all are in creating 

these wooden boxes and how our DT skills have 

flourished!  

 

This week in RE, we have been very mature when 

thinking about discrimination, and why people may be 

discriminated against. Using the story of Ghandi, (when 

he refused to move to a 3rd class train seat despite having bought a 1st 

class ticket), we thought of different types of discrimination and how 

people would feel as a result. Following this, we listened to quotes by 

Ghandi and write responses to what we thought each one could mean. 

We really stretched our making links learning muscle by linking these 

quotes to those said by the Dalia Lama 

and those found in the bible. We also 

make links to Islam and how many 

religions around the world encourage their 

followers to think of themselves as being 

equal to others and no higher than God.  
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In PE, we have started a brand new unit: football. This week, we have been applying the 

movement patterns we have perfected in netball and hockey to this sport, as well as learning 

how to effectively control the ball. 

 

Finally, in French, we have been stretching our imagining and making 

links learning muscles to be weather presenters! At the beginning of the 

lesson, we recapped how to say different types of weather, before 

describing the weather in different locations around the UK. We also 

practised counting in tens and asking and answering questions about 

ourselves. 
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School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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