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Learners of the Week: Max, George and Holly  

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 7     Helvellyn 9     Blencathra 8   

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week, we have been celebrating the start of autumn. We 

went on a walk to hunt for signs of this changing season, identifying 

deciduous and evergreen trees and spotting berries 

and conkers. We also had the opportunity to add 

some colourful leaves to our tree in the classroom 

to create our very own autumn tree. We cannot 

wait to watch as more changes take place across 

the season! 

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our 

knowledge of how numbers can be represented as 

words and our understanding of representing 

groups of objects and counting with accuracy. In Reception and 

Nursery, we have been focusing on different matching activities. We 

had a go at matching pairs of socks and gloves together and also 

sorted coloured objects into different groups. 

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been recapping our knowledge of 

digraphs and trigraphs and have been applying this understanding by 

creating words using magnetic letters. In Reception and Nursery, we have been learning our 

first letters, sounds and actions. We have focussed on s, a, t and p this 

week, looking at 

images of different 

objects starting 

with and 

containing our 

specific sounds. 
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Building on our trip to Walltown last week, we continued to develop our 

understanding of our local wildlife this week. We have started to create 

an alphabet book containing different wildlife pictures, facts and 

photographs for each letter of the alphabet. We can’t 

wait to enjoy and share it together once it is finished. 

Class 1 would also like to say a huge thank you for 

all of the donations for our toy babies, including 

nappies and clothes. We have even had a blanket and 

hat knitted for the babies and are so thankful for 

everyone’s kindness! 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

This week, we began learning some French. We 

stretched our imitating muscles as we learned 

how to say ‘Hello’ and how to introduce 

ourselves.  We then stretched our collaboration 

muscles as we worked with a partner to 

practise our new skill and then demonstrated it to each other.  

In Literacy this week, we have finished 

reading our class story ‘The owl who was 

afraid of the dark’. We began this week 

with drama. We enjoyed ‘hot seating’ as 

the main character of the story: Plop, the 

baby owl who was afraid of the dark.  

We stretched our imagining muscles as we 

thought of questions to ask Plop and the 

responses he might have. This was great 

fun and helped us to reflect on the story.  Later, we began story 

mapping the story. 

 

In our PE learning this week, we have been continuing to build on ball skills 

and developing our knowledge into games. We 

stretched our collaboration 

muscles as we worked together to 

play a team game, involving 

moving into spaces and throwing 

and catching the ball to team 

members. 
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Year 3 children enjoyed taking part in 

Bikeability this week! It was great fun: 

we practiced maneuvering through 

cones and learned the basics of road 

awareness and safety. 

  

In our Art and Design learning this 

week, we made links to History as we stretched our imitating 

muscles to create our own Roman Mosaics-just like the photos we 

saw at Vindolanda.  We used our designs to support us and we 

thought hard about the patterns and shapes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

This week, we have been working hard to develop our cycling skills as part of our Bikeability 

training with Cyclewise! We began the week by learning how to start and stop safely (in the 

playground), before heading out into the village to learn how to 

indicate and safely complete U-turns. A HUGE thank you to Rich 

and Vicky- they were really impressed at our listening skills and 

how absorbed we were in what we were doing, as well as our 

manners!  We had completed all of the skills and criteria on the 

playground and up Crossgates 

Road, so we applied our new 

learning by riding up towards the 

RSPB reserve- it was brilliant!  

 

In our maths leaning, we finished our unit on place value by 

learning about Roman numerals. For the last year or so, we 

have been writing the date in our maths books in Roman 

numerals so we actually had a pretty secure understanding of the fundamental rules and 

patterns (such as not being allowed to have four of the same numeral in a row). We really 

enjoyed solving addition and subtraction problems (written in roman numerals), which helped 
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us get ready for our next unit: addition and subtraction. We 

all really enjoyed completing an end-of-unit mini assessment 

on place value too, as it showed just how much progress we 

have made since returning to 

school. 

 

In our literacy learning this 

week, we have been exploring 

on our class text, Sky Hawk, a little further: we used copies of 

the text to answer a range of questions on vocabulary and 

inference, as well as making predictions and providing 

explanations. We also used the text to find and retrieve key 

words or phrases to support our answers. We also began to complete some ‘short-burst’ writing 

activities, where we were learning how to develop our understanding of characterisation. We 

used the idea of ‘showing’ (rather than ‘telling’) the reader about the character’s thoughts and 

feelings and wrote comparative paragraphs to show the different feelings at different points in 

our narratives.  

 

 In our PSHE learning this week, we began to think about how we can 

keep our minds and bodies healthy. This week, we explored a range of 

different foods and their calorific values to help us sort them into which 

foods we can have regularly and which ones we could have as a treat 

every now and then. We then began to 

explore the Eatwell Plate to work out 

how foods are categorised.  

 

In our music learning this week, we 

continued to recap our knowledge of 

semibreves (whole note/ 4 beats), minims (lasting for 2 

beats), crotchets (1 beat) and quavers (half a beat) to create 

our own musical compositions. We then performed these to the rest of the class, using the notes 

C, D and E to begin with. We also enjoyed learning the third melody for our singing and can 

now sing ‘I wanna sing, sing, sing’, 

‘Swing Low’ and ‘Oh when the 

saints’ at the same time!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we continued our learning 

about electricity by completing an investigation into 

electrical conductors and insulators and switches in 

circuits. We learned how a 

switch works by creating a gap 

in the circuit to turn an 

appliance off, then closing the 

gap to allow electricity to flow 

and therefore turn it on. We 

worked to create a fair test 

and tested different materials 

to complete our switches. We 

knew that the materials which 

were electrical conductors 

would turn the light on, 

whereas insulators would not. We collated our results 

in a table and drew a conclusion from what we found. 

We all made excellent 

use of our new 

vocabulary in our 

write ups,too.  

 

In Art and Design this 

week, we studied the 

Impressionist painter 

Camille Pissarro, in 

particular his painting 

‘The Boulevard Montmartre at Night’. We looked closely at his techniques and the effect these 

have. We discovered that the painting is abstract and was painted using a technique called 

pointillism – where the artist uses small brush strokes to build up the 

image. We practised this technique in our sketch books, learning how 

we can blend colour 

as well as add 

shading, before 

having a go at 

painting the school 

in the same style.  
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Collective Worship  

This week, we explored the impact that 

Hurricane Ida had on the United States of 

America and how the US government are 

supporting the people most affected. This 

helped us to stretch our empathy learning 

muscle, as we tried to imagine what it must 

be like to be affected in such a devastating 

way.   

As part of our 

exploration of 

inspirational people, we explored the life of Malala Yousafzai. 

Born in Pakistan, Malala fought for girls to have the right to an 

education, before being wounded. We explored some of the 

different reasons as to why some girls are not allowed to go to 

school around the world, linking to our knowledge of the UN 

Rights of the Child: all of the girls were asked to stand up to 

show just how many children in our school would not be allowed to go to school, if this rule 

was in place in the UK. we shared how this would make people feel and the opportunities that 

the girls would- unfortunately- miss out on.  Malala has since graduated from Oxford 

University and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize: she continues to advocate for girls around 

the world and we all thought that she was inspirational.  

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Outdoor Mathematics 

 

In our outdoor maths learning last week, we continued to 

build upon and consolidate our knowledge of place value; 

ordering and comparing numbers using the signs <  > and =. 

We used the big chalks to create place value headings and 

then used natural materials to create a 

range of numbers, before comparing 

them and sense-checking our answers. 

We all really pushed ourselves to read 

and compare these numbers accurately 

and we enjoyed stretching our 

collaboration learning muscle by 

working with children in different year 

groups. We were so absorbed in our 

learning and the whole playground was 

full of mathematical language and 

discussions!  
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In Class 1, we helped Orla to write numbers within 5 and 10, before teaching her the two, five 

and ten times tables in Year 2! We made sure that we wrote our numbers carefully and spotted 

when we (or Orla!) had made 

a mistake- this really stretched 

our reasoning learning muscle!  

 

It is safe to say that we are all 

really enjoying our outdoor 

maths learning and we can’t 

wait for our next lesson! 

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

Last week, our learning challenge was to stretch our planning 

learning muscle! Working in mixed-age groups, we first 

discussed which areas of the curriculum we could enhance 

through our new outdoor classroom development: we decided 

that most subjects would have a link somewhere along the line, 

but science, geography, 

literacy, maths and design and technology and art would be 

the ones with the greatest 

opportunities. After that, we 

set about designing our new 

space! In each group, we 

worked together to create lists 

of tasks, ideas, things to buy 

or things to build, with some 

groups making links to their 

map-work in geography by 

creating a birds-eye-view plan of the site, complete with 

labels and captions! We had some very popular ideas, with 

things like a campfire and seating area and bird hides 

featuring in nearly every group! We also have a long list of 

tasks that we will start and work through: from clearing 

nettles and weeds, to 

marking out and laying our 

paths. We are all very 

excited and we have all 

really enjoyed getting to know each other again after a year of 

‘bubbles’.  

 


