
 

Weeks beginning 20
th

 and 27
th

 January 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 27
th

 January:, Hannah, Molly and Flynn 

   

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 58     Helvellyn 43   Blencathra 50  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

In Class 1 we have been very busy working our fine motor skills by wrapping up pine cones 

using elastic bands. We had to stretch the band to fit round the pine cone and twist and turn 

them to fit- it was quite tricky! We have also been practising using scissors by giving Goldilocks 

a haircut and the pigs from our farmyard area were very messy in the pigsty so we had to give 

them a bath, using toothbrushes to rub all the mud off them!  We also 

created our own playdough alien and hedgehogs using pasta before we 

pushed lots of spaghetti into the playdough and carefully 

threaded buttons onto the pasta. It was tricky but we 

persevered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Reception phonics, we have been learning the new digraphs and actions for the graphemes ‘th 

th th thick and thin’, ‘ng ng ng sing with a king’, ‘ai ai ai train in the rain’ and ‘ee ee ee eat the 

sweet’. We found that the ‘th’ and ‘ng’ sound appears at the end of our words and the ‘ee’ and ‘ai’ 

sound sits in the middle of most words. We have been focusing on our 

segmenting and blending skills, too. To do this, we 

were provided with pictures of various cvc images and 

we would say the word aloud and then segment and 

blend the word using our phonics knowledge. We have 

been learning our new tricky words her, was, you and 

he, too. 
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In Reception maths, we have been working on counting numbers 1-5 in sequence. We used blocks 

to build a staircase of numbers 1 to 5 and we noticed that each number goes up by 1. Some of the 

Numberblocks weren’t in the right order so we used the rhyme ‘I’m bigger than you, you’re smaller 

than me’ to help the Numberblocks get back into the correct order. We have continued building on 

our super subitising skills to subitise dice dots up to 6 as well. In maths, we are currently focusing 

on the composition of 5 and, to support our learning, we have been learning the nursery rhyme 5 

Little Speckled Frogs. First, we would carefully count the frogs to check how many we had 

altogether and every time a frog jumped into the pool we would check how many were left on the 

log and how many were in the pool. We found that 1 and 4 make 5, 

2 and 3 make 5 and 0 and 5 make 5. To further our knowledge, we 

used poms poms and part whole models to look at the different ways 

we could make 5. We have also been looking at mass and capacity, 

weighing different objects to check which is the heaviest and which 

is the lightest. We have also been using cubes to balance various 

items. We found a highlighter was the same mass as 3 cubes and, 

when learning about capacity, we were looking at how many cubes, 

wooden rounds and bobbins would fit into the jug. We had to make 

realistic estimates, thinking about the size of the object and the 

capacity of the jug. We used cubes to 

compare the capacity of different 

containers. What a lot of mathematical 

thinking!  

 

 

 

 

In Nursery phonics, we have been learning about environmental sounds. We went outside with 

beaters and listened to the different sounds that different materials made using the slide, fence 

and sandpit. To help stretch our learning, we used instruments to help 

guide each other to the teddy, who was lost in the jungle. When we 

were close, we had to play the instruments loudly and, when we were 

far away, we had to play them quietly. We also played a game called 

‘Welcome to The Zoo’ where an animal was hidden in a box and we 

had to listen to the animal sound to work out which animal it was. 

We have also been using the nursery rhyme Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

and created new words for it.  
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In maths in Nursery, we have been looking at environmental patterns. We played a game called 

guess the pattern where we had to look at the shape and clues to think of the animal or natural 

object the pattern belonged to. We looked really closely and the snail shell, for example, had 

circular swirls. Throughout the week, we have used objects in our classroom to make different 

patterns, too: we used dinosaurs to make a line pattern in the sandpit and we have also made 

zigzag patterns and circular patterns using chalk. We have been working 

on our careful counting skills and recognising numerals and we have been 

counting fruit and matching it to the correct numeral. Mrs Harrison also 

took us on a number quest and she gave us a table of 

objects and asked us to 

find a certain amount 

of each object. We had 

to use our careful 

counting to check we 

had the right amount. 

 

 

 

 

In Talk for Writing, we have been creating our own story maps to help us tell our class story 

Goldilocks and The Three Bears. Using our story maps, we have been telling the story as the 

reader and, using our actions and props, we have taken turns being the different characters and 

acting out our story. This week, we have started changing our story and creating new characters 

and our bears are now racoons and live on top of a snowy mountain and, rather than eating 

porridge, they eat scrambled egg! 

 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

 

In PE we have been building our gymnastics routines and performing them to the rest of our 

class.  

 

In science, we have been learning about macro and micro habitats: macro-habitats are very big 

such as oceans, woodland and deserts, unlike micro-habitats like rock pools, log piles, rocks and 

leaf piles. We researched the different animals that live in macro and micro habitats and found 

that small animals live in micro-habitats whereas larger animals who have to travel further for 

food roam macro-habitats. We used our reasoning and thinking skills to predict the different 

micro-habitats that we would find and what we would find in them: we predicted worms, 

wood louse and beetles. Wee then went outside to investigate further and we looked under rocks, 

wood and dug up the soil. We had to be very careful not to disturb the mini-beasts!  
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In music we have continued learning the song Zootime along with the actions we have created. 

We have been creating our own rhythms using body percussion and clapping and we took it in 

turns to clap or tap out a rhythm for our class to copy. 

 

In art, we have continued learning about Henri Rousseau. We created a 

colour story for green using the prime colours yellow, blue and red to 

create different tones of green to use for our jungle background. We then 

worked in groups to create a huge class collage. We used Rousseau’s 

process by starting with the sky and then the 

background. To create the 

jungle background, we used 

the different tones of green 

that we had created and our 

hands to create the over-

sized leaf effect that 

Rousseau was known for. 

 

  

 

In geography, we have been learning about the 4 countries that make up the United Kingdom and 

we used an atlas to find them. We looked at the different flags that represent the 4 countries and 

compared them to the Union Jack: we found that the Welsh flag is the only 

flag that is not present in the Union Jack design. We then looked at the 4 

capital cities, Edinburgh, London, Cardiff and Belfast. Our class bear sent 

us some postcards from his travels to the capital cities and we had to use 

the clues from his postcards to work out which capital city he was in, 

matching the clues to the different landmarks in 

each city.  
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Class 2 News:  

 

What a busy couple of weeks we’ve had in Class 2!  

 

In our literacy learning, we have finished 

writing our diaries  (from Traction Man’s 

perspective); learned and performed the 

poem ‘Daffodowndill[y’ by AA Milne and 

started our new fiction unit! In our poetry 

lessons, we worked 

together in small 

groups to learn the 

poem off by heart, 

before we performed it to one another in our class. Having finished our 

poem, we have since started to learn the tips and techniques used by authors 

when they write a journey story. Using Traction Man’s adventures as a 

basis for our stories, we have been learning our model text and imitating 

some of the key features in our own writing. In Year 

1, we have been exploring new vocabulary by 

learning a new word, thinking of its opposite 

meaning, drawing a picture of the word and 

putting it in a sentence, as well as adding 

adjectives to add detail to the objects that are in 

each place that Traction Man visits. In Year 2 

and Year 3, we have been exploring and creating 

expanded noun phrases, commas in a list and 

similes to enhance and describe where Traction 

Man is. Using all of our ideas and the structure of our story on our 

story mountain, we worked together to create a ‘shared write’ paragraph 

that we’ll use to create our own innovations next week.  
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In our maths learning, we have been stretching our knowledge of number and 

the number system in a variety of different ways. In Year 1, we have completed 

our next place value unit and have started to apply this 

when adding and subtracting within 20. To help us work 

out our answers, we have been using numberlines, hundred 

squares, number tracks, counters and part-whole models 

which goes to show just how skilled we are as 

mathematicians! In Year 2, we have been practising adding 

and subtracting within 100, using the context of money and finding change, 

rather than just using numbers to calculate. Finally, in 

Year 3, we have moved on to learning about 

multiplication and division further; using related calculations to help us 

solve more complex problems. We have also been focusing on how we 

communicate and prove our understanding as mathematicians and have 

been working diligently to demonstrate our thinking. 

Just like Year 1, we have used a variety of methods 

to work out our answers and we have been using 

sentence stems to add more detail and clarity to really 

prove how we know what an answer is. We’ve got a 

new display to help remind us of these sentence stems 

and we’ve been working through a number of questions as a group to explore 

different ways to show our thinking. We’ve 

also been working hard on TT Rockstars to 

increase our speed and fluency in recalling 

our multiplication facts.  

 

In our phonics and spellings this week, 

we have continued to learn alternative 

spellings for the sounds that we 

already know, as well as 

learning new spelling rules. In 

Year 3, we have been learning 

that /c/ can sometimes make an 

/s/ sound and have enjoyed 

applying this new rule in our 

spelling sessions. 
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In our guided reading sessions, we have been working hard to find the 

meanings of new words in a dictionary, even working out which 

meaning is the correct one when more than one is given. This built on 

our literacy learning earlier in the week when we explored our new 

model text as a reader and as a 

writer, using a dictionary to find 

the definition of new words like 

‘dank’, ‘hauled’ and ‘damsels’. We’ve 

also been stretching our inference 

skills to work out why a character 

has behaved in a certain way and 

practised retrieving examples from the text to support our 

ideas.  

 

 

Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

We've had a fantastic start to the year. Over the past few weeks we've all 

worked really hard to settle back in and move forward in our learning. 

We've got some exciting things coming up this term and it has been fun to 

find out more about them. 

 

In literacy, we've explored how to write explanations and have written 

our own, linked to our science learning about sound. Over the unit, we 

analysed and practised the techniques authors use to order, organise and 

link information through a text to make it clear and show cause and 

effect. In our reading VIPERS, we spent 2 weeks reading about the 

Ancient Greeks including practising how to retrieve information and 

sequence it into chronological order. Now, we’ve started a new book War 

is Over by David Almond. This book directly links to an exciting project we’ve got planned for 

after half term. As it’s set in the First World War, we spent a week exploring and writing some 

WWI inspired poetry. We really enjoyed using our senses and imaginations to write our own 

poems capturing an emotion that might be felt by a soldier. This week we’ve been learning how 

to use different punctuation marks ready for some story writing next week.  

 

In maths, we've mostly been working on multiplication and division. We've been putting lots of 

effort into our multiplication tables and have learned some different methods for working out 

multiplication problems. In Year 4, we've been learning some alternative methods for 

multiplication as well as recapping how to multiply and divide by 10 and 100. In Year 5, we 
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finished our epic unit on fractions. At the end of the unit, we were working on adding and 

subtracting fractions including mixed numbers. Now in Year 5 we've started working on 

multiplying 2 and 3 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers. In Year 6, we've whizzed through two 

units already! We've learned all about converting units of measure between metric and imperial 

and we've explored ratio including applying the concept to scale and proportions.  

 

We are now officially WORLD RECORD HOLDERS!! This week, it was 

announced that the World Record Attempt we joined for World Poetry Day has 

been made official. We’re very proud to have taken part and the poem called 

‘What do you think counts?’ can be read at the Children’s Poetry Archive. We're 

also really excited that it's Poetry by Heart season again. Many of us have 

chosen our poems to learn and are in the process of getting to know them. 

We'll spend the next few weeks rehearsing, 

learning and perfecting our performances ready for our poetry 

celebration next half term. 

 

In science, we've finished our unit of 

learning on sound with a full-scale 

investigation. Working in small groups, we 

came up with a question, made a prediction, 

identified and chose our variables and 

developed a method. We were trying to find out what happens to the 

volume of a sound if the distance from the sound source changes. We 

used careful measuring and recording to test and record our results before 

using these to draw a graph to help us form our conclusions. Many groups had some 

unexpected results so we discussed how we could make our investigations more accurate if we 

were to repeat them. Now, we’re moving on to learning about human and animal inheritance and 

evolution. This week, we learned all about our skeletons and their role in our bodies.  

 

In history we've started learning about the Ancient Greeks. So far, 

we've used maps and atlases, as well as our knowledge of climate to 

locate where in the world Ancient 

Greece was and what the location 

would have been like. We have also 

looked at when Ancient Greece was; 

working out how long ago it was, how 

long it lasted and what was happening in Britain at the 

time. We’ve also studied a timeline of main events and started 

learning about their beliefs.  
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In Geography, we've been exploring maps. First, we learned all about longitude and latitude 

before learning how to use 4 and 6 figure grid-references. In art we've been learning about 

colour theory and have enjoyed mixing colours to create new colours as well as tints, tones and 

shades .We’ve also used our new knowledge to take on a colour mixing challenge where we had 

to mix colours to match as many paint samples as we could.  

 

In computing, we have started learning about 

desktop publishing and in music we've been learning 

to play the glockenspiel. In French, we've been 

learning the names of places in a town.  

 

 

 

Finally, in our PSHE learning, we have been 

developing our knowledge and understanding of 

recycling a little further by consolidating what happens to things that are sent to a recycling 

plant, as well as things that can be recycled and things that can not. Having summarised all of 

our learning so far, we also discussed who should take responsibility for recycling and all of the 

little things that we can do in our school and homes to look after our planet. We have also 

thought carefully about how we can re-use of re-purpose items and came up with lots of 

examples, from passing on toys that we no longer play with to someone younger than we are 

and sharing books.  

 

STEM Club 

In STEM club, we’ve been building bridges! We had to make sure that 

the bridge spanned a distance of 50cm and held as much weight as 

possibly without collapsing!   
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Reading at Hallbankgate  
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