
 

Week beginning 21st February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Arietta, Jenson and  Ellen 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 131   Helvellyn 111   Blencathra 108 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our learning in Class 1 this week, we have been developing our 

knowledge of different plants and trees in our science and 

understanding the world learning. We began by exploring our outdoor 

learning environment searching for different trees and plants. We 

spotted lots of snowdrops and trees and even some daffodils ready to 

bloom! It was great being outside and using our noticing skills to 

search for plants and trees in an active way. We then discussed some 

of the different things that plants need to grow and linked this to the 

different parts of a plant and their functions. We learnt about the 

importance of plants and trees in absorbing carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen as well as 

how central plants and trees are in providing food for humans and animals. 

After developing our understanding together, we then applied our learning by 

drawing and labelling diagrams of a plant. 

 

In our computing learning, we focused on developing our digital writing skills 

this week. We recalled our knowledge of what a laptop is and named the 

different parts of a computer or laptop and what they do. We then learnt that 

computers can also be used to write things using the keyboard and then used 

our noticing and imitating skills to have a go at typing our names on laptops. 

Year 1 stretched their learning even further to type a sentence too. 

 

One of the highlights of our week 

was having the opportunity to 

visit the library at Hallbankgate 

Hub again! We were very excited 

to return the books we had 

initially taken out and to choose 

some new books. We explored the 

different books at the library and 

enjoyed exploring different genres and styles of 

books. We shared books together and also enjoyed listening to a story. We are so lucky to have 

the library so close and really enjoyed visiting and exploring new books and cannot wait for our 

next visit! 
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In our history and understanding the 

world learning, we started to share our 

knowledge of transport and how 

transport has changed throughout 

history. We generated lots of ideas for 

different modes of transport and used our 

questioning skills to begin to question 

how transport has changed and how the 

different transport methods are powered. Now we have our starting point, we are looking 

forward to learning lots of new information this term about the development of the steam engine 

and how transport and travel has changed over time. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning we introduced our new story “The Little Red Hen”. We acted out 

the story and have started to learn the story using different actions. 

In our RE learning, we continued to develop our understanding of some of the different features 

of a Church. We recapped some of the key features and what they represent 

within the Christian faith and also contrasted this to a Cathedral. We 

explored the Carlisle Cathedral website and images of Farlam Church and it 

was great to look at examples of these religious buildings in our locality. 

 

In our PE learning, we have started to develop our tennis skills and 

confidence and accuracy when throwing and catching. We started off using 

bean bags to balance on tennis rackets and practised flipping like pancakes 

to develop our co-ordination skills. We then had a go with tennis balls 

using similar principles and skills and although 

it was more challenging we were able to 

persevere to keep practising! 

 

In Year 1 in phonics this week, we have been 

developing our knowledge of alternative ‘e’ sounds 

and have been applying our understanding 

through guided reading activities and games. In 

Reception in phonics we have been learning some 

new digraphs and trigraphs and practised 

applying our knowledge through a bingo game 

which required us to use our blending skills and letter recognition skills. In Nursery we have 

been exploring and matching sounds using stories and body percussion sounds. 
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In our maths learning in Year 1, we have been 

learning different methods to support us when 

solving subtraction problems. It has been 

interesting to try out different methods and we 

have been making links to previous learning to 

support us including our knowledge of number 

bonds. In Nursery and Reception, we have been 

exploring different measures including measuring 

weight and capacity. It has been great to explore 

different measures in a practical way and the 

language being used was amazing! 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week, we started learning how to play tennis. We began by 

rolling the ball to one another on the playground: this helped us to 

understand that we needed to move towards and around the ball in 

order to pass it back to our partner.  We then 

progressed further by throwing the ball before 

creating volleys back and forth. This was 

challenging, however, we stretched our persevering 

muscles and managed to create some successful 

volleys.  

 

In Literacy this week, we began reading our new class story; “The Battle of 

Bubble and Squeak”.  We are looking forward to continuing this story over the 

coming weeks and using it as a basis for our writing!  We also began our 

poetry for this half term: Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes!  The poems are a twist 

on traditional fairy tales, so we reflected on the traditional tales and made links 

between those and the poems.  We 

stretched our collaboration muscles as we 

worked together to remember the fairy tales 

and we then shared this as a class. 

 

In computing this week, we 

have started our new unit on 

branching databases. This 

week, we focussed on ‘yes’ and 

‘no’ questions and learned that 

creating a closed question can 

sort and organise data.  We 
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stretched our collaboration muscles, working with a partner to write our own ‘yes’ and ‘no’ 

questions. 

 

In RE this week, we have been thinking about Lent. We learnt about what Lent is and why it is a 

significant time in the year for Christians.  We learnt about how Christians celebrate Lent and 

we created a tree in our classroom of the 

things we could give up or do extra of for 

a period of time.  We had some super 

suggestions, including reading our book 

for 30 minutes every day, practising our 

spellings, going on our bike every day and 

eating more fruit and vegetables! 

  

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week, we have been studying the ‘Revolting Rhymes’ by Roald 

Dahl and we started off by watching a video clip of the Roald Dahl 

versions and we then compared those with the original ones. We 

looked closely at Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood and Jack and the 

Beanstalk. We noticed that the storylines 

were similar but they had a big twist to 

them. In the Roald Dahl versions, there were 

many elements of humor and we enjoyed discussing these throughout 

each rhyme. We focused on spotting the rhymes in the poems and 

seeing if we could identify a rhyming 

pattern. As a follow-on task, we 

completed a worksheet, matching 

words that rhyme. We are so excited 

to create our own version of the 

poems.  

       

During maths this week, we have been working extremely hard 

to complete some of our Maths Passport targets. We have been 

persevering with our targets and have been 

practicing our times tables, number bonds and 

division facts. As an extra challenge, we 

completed some tasks on mini whiteboards set 

by Miss Johnstone and once we completed 

each target we got them signed off. Some of us 

have already moved up to the next passport 

and this is something that we are all really 
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proud of. Thanks to parents for continued support at home with these Maths Learning passports. 

In maths lessons alongside our passports, in Year 2 we have been learning about at odd and 

even numbers and spotting patterns. In Year 3, we have been learning to multiply a one digit 

with a two-digit number using 

column method. In Year 3, we have 

used great listening skills with bags 

of determination when completing 

the multiplication questions as they 

were super tricky but we all enjoyed 

the challenge! 

 

In science, we have started our new 

topic ‘Animals Including Humans’ 

and we enjoyed learning all about the different food groups and the food pyramid. We created 

our own food pyramid and we used our noticing 

skills to ensure that we labelled each part of the 

pyramid with the correct food group. As a class, we 

had a brilliant discussion around how much of each 

food group we should be eating including number of 

recommended servings each day. It was interesting to 

find out the difference in what we should and should 

not be eating much of. We also learnt how 

carbohydrates, proteins, fibre and nutrients help our 

bodies and what they provide us with. For example, 

carbohydrates provide us with lots of energy.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In Class 3, we’ve all had a brilliant first week back in school- from POP 

tasks to podcasts and description to decimals!  

 

We started the week by reflecting on the goals 

that we had set ourselves back in January, 

whether these were learning goals, wellbeing 

and health goals or Building Learning Power 

goals. It was great to reflect on our progress in such a short space of 

time and we are looking forward to continuing to fly high this half 

term! We also used the Learning Pit and Growth Mindset displays to help 

us think carefully about the learning process and what we can do when 

our learning is challenging.  

 

After reflecting on our progress so far, we started 

our new handwriting books: we began by writing 

out a poem that we have previously performed 

(Months, by Christina Rossetti) and self-assessed 

which joins or letters we need to focus on over the 

coming half term. This helped us to stretch our 

meta-learning and revising learning muscles as we identified what we 

need to improve or change, as well as knowing ourselves as learners. 

Our handwriting books will have three purposes this half term: the first 

is to help us practice our handwriting and the second is to develop a 

vocabulary book to help us enhance our writing. We’ve really enjoyed exploring the meaning of 

some new vocabulary linked to our class text of ‘Cogheart’ this week, which also helps us with 

our reading skills and understanding of the text. What a lot of learning in one small activity!  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been stretching our making links 

learning muscle in Year 5 and Year 6, making links between fractions, 

decimals and percentages. To help us with this, we used pictorial 

representations and 100 squares, as 

well as dividing the numerator by 

the denominator to find the decimal 

equivalence. We were amazed when 

we found out that the written 

representation of a fraction is really 

just a divide symbol, with the numerator and 

denominator represented instead of two dots! Once we 

had converted each fraction to a decimal, we used this 

knowledge (and our knowledge of tenths and 
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hundredths from before half term) to convert into a percentage. In Year 4 this week, we have 

been continuing to learn all about length. We have built on our knowledge of decimals from 

before term, by writing our measurements in terms of cm and mm, complete with decimal points! 

We have all enjoyed practising our arithmetic learning too, this week and applying our 

knowledge of fractions.  We have continued to focus on our Maths Passports, too, as well as 

setting ourselves our own challenges, based on something that we were fascinated by!  

 

In French this week, we have been recapping all 

of our learning so far- particularly our 

knowledge of numbers, days of the week and 

months of the year. We started the lesson by 

completing a POP task (Proof of Progress) to 

show just how much progress we have made, 

but with a few challenges where the question 

and answers were in French! As well as this retrieval practise, we began 

to learn how to ask and answer the question, ‘where do you live?’.  

 

In our RE learning this week, we began to explore the value of 

‘honesty’ as part of our learning about religious texts. To help us 

identify the key themes, morals and messages across these religious 

texts, we read extracts from the Bible, Torah and Qur’an, as well 

as a quote from the Buddhist text, the Dhammapada. We explored 

the language used in each one, as well as any common themes 

that we could identify. We decided that the idea of honesty, trust, 

fairness, belief and respect was woven throughout each one and 

we discussed how such messages would help members of each 

religion think about how they could lead their lives. We also 

stretched our reasoning learning 

muscle to think critically when 

sharing examples of honesty. We 

used this activity to build an 

argument and debate what stealing is and if it is ever okay. This 

lesson built on our previous RE lessons, where we used religious 

texts to explore the value of ‘love’. COVID restrictions permitting, we 

are planning to visit a number of places of worship in the coming 

weeks to help us make stronger links in our RE learning.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

We’ve continued our glockenspiel learning in 

music this week, too! This week, we recapped 

our learning from before half term and 

practiced play the right notes for the right 

length of time! This week, we focused on 

crotches, minims and rests: we have started 

to independently read the music as we play 

and it is sounding brilliant!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before Christmas, you may 

remember that we wrote to our favourite authors. This 

week, we had some very special post as we received our 

very first reply, from non-other than J. K Rowling! We 

could tell that the post was special- it had a Harry Potter 

stamp and had a personalized letter inside! How exciting! 

We are looking forward to 

receiving some more 

replies.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had another busy week in our 

foundation subjects this week! On 

Wednesday, we started our new design and 

technology project: making Ancient Greek 

style sandals. We received our design briefs 

and began looking at historical evidence and 

artefacts to get an idea of what Ancient 

Greek footwear was like. We noticed the distinct features of the designs 

and discussed what we liked and didn’t like 

and why. Next, we looked at modern sandals and noticed how their 

styles had been influenced by Ancient Greek designs. We began to pick 

out features we want to use in our own designs and made sketches of 

the details we particularly liked. Brining 

all these ideas together, we then drew our 

initial designs. Our focus is ‘aesthetics’ 

and ‘practicality’: we had to think about 

how they looked and whether they 

would work as real sandals. We 

labelled our designs, thinking about the 

materials we could use and how we could construct them. We came 

up with wonderful designs and can’t wait to build our prototypes in 

our next lesson.  

 

In history this week, we focussed on 

Ancient Greek architecture. We looked 

carefully at photographs of the remains of major Ancient Greek 

temples to pick out the key features. We noticed that they were 

all made in a similar shape with columns arranged in a 

rectangle with a pitched roof. We then focussed in on the most 

famous 

Ancient 

Greek 

temple, the Parthenon in Athens. We used 

online research to find out more about it and 

answer questions such as what the key 

features were and why it was built. We had 

some really interesting discussions about 

what the effect of such a prominent 

structure, high up in the centre of the city, 

might have had on people at the time. Words 
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like power, safety, importance and strength were used to describe how people may have felt 

about it. Finally, we made links to architecture we see around us today. Many of us made links 

with building we know of or have been to that have Ancient Greek influence in their architecture. 

The British Museum in London, the White House in the USA and the Grand Hotel in Scarborough 

were mentioned and we observed how they shared the key 

features of Ancient Greek design such as columns, sculptures 

and pediments. We looked at photos from buildings in Carlisle 

and Newcastle and spotted more of these features and 

influences. It was interesting to think about why these buildings 

were built in an Ancient Greek style thousands of years later 

and we thought about other ancient time periods and noted how 

they hadn’t had the same influence.  

 

Our Ancient Greek root word display is filling up. We’ve been 

spotting root words everywhere – even in our French lessons! 

This week we’ve spotted biblio- meaning ‘book’ in the French 

word for library: biliotheque; the root word polis- meaning ‘city’ 

in the word metropolis; the word Arctic coming from the root 

word arktos which means bear (from the star constellation Ursa Major/the North Star); anti- 

which means ‘against’ or ‘opposite to’ in Antarctic (opposite to north) and acro- from acropolis 

which means ‘high’ in the word acrobat.  

 

 

 

Home-learning projects have started to come into school already! They look 

brilliant and it has been amazing to hear just how many children have 

made links to these projects in their learning this week! 

All home learning projects are due in school next Friday (4
th

 March). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


