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VIPs:  Rowan and Ruby 

Learners of the Previous Week:  Ashley, Amber and Thomas 

 

Housepoints: Skiddaw 395 Helvellyn 408  Blencathra 321 

 
In science this week, we have been investigating soil; answering the question 

‘Which soil type holds the most water?’  We tested loam (a mixture of sand, silt 

and a small layer of clay), compost and sand, to see which soils would be 

most suitable for plants we could grow in our school vegetable garden. After 

planning our investigation, we tested each soil type three times and calculated 

averages for the amount of water that drained through the 

soil. As the results started to be discovered, we started 

revising our predictions, making links to our soil samples from last week 

and thinking about how the clay in the loam soil could be holding water. 

We then used instructions from seed packets to take our learning forward 

and apply our newly-acquired science knowledge, making decisions and 

justifications for our ideas.  

 

In Class 2’s RE lesson, we have been reflecting on the different facets of our personalities by 

writing character descriptions of ourselves. We linked this to our Hinduism learning and will 

make further links next week, exploring Hindu Gods and Goddesses and what they represent, 

just like our own personalities. We have also been reflecting on our visit from Nat, our 

wheelchair basketball visitor from last week. Here are some of our thoughts: 

“It was good to put yourself in someone else’s shoes.” Jasmine (Y5) 

“It was inspiring to hear how much he had achieved.” Alisha 

“It just shows that you can do 

anything you want to.” Ava 

 

On Wednesday Class 2 visited Carlisle.  

Year 5/6 started with a very exciting 

visit to the Combined Courts to learn 

about the British Values aspect ‘Rule of 

Law’.  We were quite nervous as we 

entered the courts and all had to have 

our bags searched.  We then had to 

pass through security at the building 

entrance, just like you do in an airport 

and Mr Mitchinson had his staple gun 

confiscated until the end of the visit! 
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Once inside the building we were shown 

around the rooms where the jury wait to be 

selected and where they go to make a decision 

about whether a defendant is guilty or not 

guilty. We learned about all the different roles 

within the court and about how the justice system works and how 

trials are organised.  After that we entered one of the courtrooms - it was really scary at first!  

We learnt about the different areas and where different people sit during a trial.  We were all 

quite nervous when we were told to ‘all rise’ as the judge entered. He told us lots more about 

the court system and we asked lots of questions - he even let Olivia and Sam try on his wig 

and sit in his chair!  One of the funniest parts was when the judge ordered Miss Maleney to 

be locked in the docks with a prison guard and said she was one of the worst criminals he 

had ever seen! Eventually he allowed her to be released on the condition she paid a fine of 

chocolate for all of Year 5 and 6.  We also got to meet a Barrister who told us all about his 

work.  The most exciting part of the visit was probably when we got to go down to the custody 

cells to learn about what happens there.  We also got to hold and try on some of the riot gear 

that the guards have to use sometimes.  We all agreed that we wouldn’t like to have to spend 

any time locked down there or face a judge in court!  It was so interesting to learn more about 

how our court system works and know that 

there are rules and laws in place to keep us 

safe.   

 

After the visit we walked through Carlisle to 

meet Year 3/4 at the library and then walked 

together to Tullie House.  We got the 

opportunity to look at the ‘Shining a Light on 

Northern Art ‘ Exhibition and the Percy Kelly Legacy Exhibition 

which was really interesting, we all 

had different favourites and 

explored some of the reasons 

why.  We then got the 

opportunity to look around the 

rest of the museum and enjoyed 

looking at all the different 

galleries and learning about 

local history through the ages. 
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In Year 3 and 4, we really enjoyed visiting Carlisle Library on 

Wednesday. We were fascinated to see a book that was over 

700 years old, as well as learn how you can borrow books 

from the library. We had time to listen to a story, read some 

new fiction books and complete some non-fiction research linked 

to our RE, topic and science learning; using the Dewey Decimal 

system to find and locate books. We also had a tour of the library and discovered the archives 

section; looking at old photographs of Hallbankgate. As historians, we tried to ask questions 

about the past and suggest possible 

answers. We also found out what a 

phonebook was- which was quite 

surprising!  On our way to the library, 

we stopped and looked at the war 

memorial and statue in the city centre, 

too.  

 

 

 

As geographers in our topic lessons this 

week, we have been learning about how mountains are formed; 

building on our knowledge of the Earth and how it is structured. We 

have been learning about fold, dome and fault block mountains, and 

have located the Ring of Fire and all the different tectonic plates on a world map. We have 

already started to make links to where these plates are located, and where we see these natural 

phenomena.  

 

In our topic lessons, we have also been exploring Mount Snowdon 

using 6-figure grid references. We found it really challenging to 

read the maps at first, and the symbols and signs were 

confusing. After a little bit of practise, we soon got the hang of 

what to do and were able to locate places on the map using these 

grid references, as well as write them down for other places and 

symbols on the map. Year 5 and 6 extended their learning by 

using scale to calculate how far different places were from each 

other.  

 

In Class 1 we have continued to develop our knowledge 

of The British Isles and the wider world. We have used a 

range of maps to find different countries and continents, 

and have started to look at some human and physical 

features. We will continue to develop our understanding 

of these features next week. In pairs, we demonstrated 

excellent online searching skills by using computers to 

find out key information about a country in the UK. We 

used a search engine to look for specific facts, including 

capital cities, population and highest mountains. If anybody has any interesting 
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maps/globes/atlases at home, or any exciting things from a 

different country, then please bring them in to show the class. 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 have both started learning about measuring 

lengths and heights. We have been using comparative language 

to talk about differences in height and length, and the children in 

Year 2 have started to estimate and measure in metres. Some of our estimations were very 

accurate! We have also been predicting and recording the 

daily outside temperature using a thermometer and a 

computer. It has been exciting to notice negative numbers in 

the freezing weather. 

In literacy this week we finished our adverts. Following our 

visit to The Hub, we each wrote an advert to help promote the 

delicious scones that they sell. We have demonstrated our 

powers of persuasion and will vote on which adverts have 

used all the persuasive features on our toolkit.  

 

Early Years 

 

We have created some fantastic toy designs in Early 

Years this week inspired by our favourite toy from 

home. We discussed what the toys were made from and 

how they worked and it was interesting to look at the 

different mechanisms the toys had. After sharing our 

toys we then started to draw them, thinking carefully about 

the shapes and features of the toys. After finishing our 

drawings we then added labels to our diagrams and 

Reception worked hard to segment the sounds in the words 

they wanted to form. The finished diagrams looked brilliant 

and we cannot wait to learn more about toys and even 

design some of our own soon! 

 

We also created some fantastic three little pigs story maps 

this week. We carefully reflected on the key aspects of the story 

and some of the different characters and then started to create 

our own versions of the story. They are great and we now 

know the story really well and are looking forward to 

innovating and changing the story to create new versions.  
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The wintery weather conditions this week also created some wonderful 

learning opportunities and we have been fascinated when exploring the 

ice and frost outside. We enjoyed scooping up 

the ice and creating ice potions using our mud 

kitchen equipment but also exploring how 

vehicles create tracks when driving in snowy 

conditions. We also discovered that if we placed our hands on the 

frosty sand pit that our warm hands would melt the frost leaving a 

hand print!  

 

Well done to our school football team (Sam, 

Rowan, Erin, Alisha, Finn and Leisha) who 

took part in the Small Schools Football 

Tournament at the Sands Centre this week.  They showed great 

sportsmanship and played extremely well as a team, narrowly missing 

out on winning their group stage.  Thank you Mr Davidson, Mr 

Mitchinson and parents for supporting this event.     

 

This half-term in Breakfast Club we are 

trying new things.  For the next few weeks 

we will be trying a selection of new fruits 

with our usual cereal and toast.  This week 

we were surprised to discover that we actually did like some types 

of fruit which we thought we didn’t like. We have also decided to 

have a French themed breakfast later in the term.  Breakfast Club is 

available every morning from 8.00am and costs £2 per child and 

£1 per additional sibling.  Please remember that you do need to pre-

book if you don’t attend regularly. 


