
 

Week beginning 21
st

 November 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:  Joss, Lewis and Ezra 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  70    Helvellyn  70     Blencathra  57 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we 

have focused on our fine motor skills and creating 

different marks and patterns and we really enjoyed 

choosing and imitating different patterns in sugar 

trays. In 

our phonics 

in Nursery, we have been exploring rhyme, playing 

rhyming games, singing rhyming songs and completing 

a rhyming bingo.  

In our maths learning in Nursery and Reception, we 

have continued to focus on the numbers 1, 2 and 3. 

This week, we have explored the composition of the 

different numbers, using different numicon pieces. We 

also explored one more and one less than a given 

number, using objects to support 

us. In Reception, we have also 

been exploring wholes and parts. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1)  

 

In our geography and understanding the world 

learning, we continued our learning about the 

United Kingdom. This week, we learned about 

different landmarks in each of the countries in the 

United Kingdom. Some of the 

landmarks we recognised and 

others we asked questions 

about to develop our 

understanding. 

 

We enjoyed meeting 

the Mayor of Carlisle 

this week and asking 

questions about the 

sword, mace and the chain of office 

which he brought with him. It was 

amazing how heavy some of the items 

were! 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we have 

continued learning about religious festivals- this week focusing 

on the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. We were really interested 

in the lighting of the Menorah. 

 

Look at our amazing display to 

highlight the dangers of plastic for sea 

creatures! 

 

We had the most amazing time on our trip on Wednesday to the Centre 

for Life in Newcastle. We began our day in the play zone, exploring the 

different areas and building wonderful towers using foam blocks and 

using plastic pieces to create structures. We also enjoyed exploring in the 

role play area which was a shop and the underground area, in which 

we discovered moles underground and squirrels up in the tree house! We 

then moved onto the creativity zone and had great fun using our skills 

as scientists to explore the different experiments: we particularly enjoyed the spinning wheels 

and investigating what happened when objects were added to the spinning wheels. Next, we 

enjoyed a science show, learning about different scientific concepts, such as the Northern Lights 
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and how the different colours are created through story. We loved 

watching a sparkler whizz around too: it was mesmerising! After 

tasty packed lunches we then had the opportunity to explore in the 

space zone, investigating a mission control area, an international 

space station area, satellites, weather forecasting and even building 

our own rockets! We made so many links to our history learning 

about the First Moon Landing this term. Our next activity was at the 

planetarium and we enjoyed listening to the story of the Little Bear 

and learning about different constellations. Finally, it was time to ice 

skate! Everyone had great fun and we were so impressed with the 

persevering skills shown and that everybody 

had a go! Although we were a little wobbly 

at first, by the end, we were much more 

confident. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our science learning this week, we enjoyed welcoming a 

visitor from The Sill to come and speak to us about geology.  

We looked at different types of rocks and why they have those 

names. We also stretched our noticing muscles and looked at 

the different characteristics of the rocks, as well as noticing 

rocks around us. We were really surprised what rocks are all 

around us that we had never 

noticed before! We learnt about 

rocks in our local area and the 

reasons that they are there -  

this was really interesting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our maths learning this week, in Year 1 and 2, we have been continuing our learning on 

shape. We have been observing numbers of sides and vertices.  We took our learning outside this 

week and created shapes using sticks, thinking carefully about the number of sticks we would 

need. In Year 3, we have started our unit of learning on multiplication. We also took our learning 

outside and collaborating with the Year 1 children: we thought about how many of a particular 

shape we made and how many sticks in each of those 

shapes to work out the total number of sticks used.  We 

then returned to 

the classroom 

and wrote 

calculations to 

support what 

we had done 

outside. 
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In our PE learning, this week we began 

football.  We thought carefully about 

controlling and kicking the 

ball in order to pass it to 

someone else - this was 

much trickier than it 

sounded! 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

This week during our phonics learning, we have been looking at the ‘r 

and wr’ sound. First of all, we had to do our usual Super Sonic 

Phonics actions to help us to remember how to segment and blend 

words. Next, we had a go at 

‘reading with speed’ with our 

talk partners using our bossy 

phonics fingers to help us. 

Finally, we had a go at writing 

some of the ‘r and wr’ words 

and we had to decide which 

column to put them in. We all persevered really hard 

because when it came to the word ‘wrestle’ we found it 

tricky but we 

all had a go at 

spelling it and sounding out each part of the word.  

     

During our history learning this week, we have been 

making lots of comparisons between the Stone Age and 

the Bronze Age. We stretched our collaboration muscles 

to complete a class piece of writing together, working 

on one paragraph at a time, so that we were then 

confident enough to complete our own version. This 

worked really well so we could fully discuss each 

section as a group, coming up with some brilliant ideas together. We made comparisons between 

the houses, people, tools and weapons. It is fantastic that we could all recall certain facts about 

each era and know exactly when each period of time took place in history.  
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In our literacy learning this week, we have been focusing on our ‘boxing ups’ in preparation for 

our ‘Hot Writes’ and we had to stretch our imagination skills. We had to create our own version 

of the tale; “The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me” by Roald Dahl. After discussing what could happen 

in our own wishing tale, we split up the work to do a box at a time looking at the structure of 

our story. Our story has to include an introduction, build up, dilemma/problem, resolution and 

an ending. They are looking great and Miss 

Johnstone and Mrs Keelan cannot wait to 

read the finished stories!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

This week, we’ve had another busy 

week getting to delve a little bit deeper 

into our understanding of Charlotte’s 

Web. In our VIPERS questions, we’ve 

been comparing how the characters 

have been developed throughout the 

chapters that we’ve read so far, as well as exploring the vocabulary 

that the author has used. To begin to get a sense of what might 

happen in the remainder of the story (and to stretch our predicting 

skills), we looked at the contents page to try and predict what might 

happen, based on the titles of each chapter. We’ll see if we were 

right as we read more of the story! 

 

In our literacy lessons, we have been exploring character 

development using extracts from the text to support our ideas. 

Using different coloured pencils to annotate the different elements 

and features of the text, we identified how the author used the 

character’s actions, feelings, dialogue and special objects to show 

different aspects of their character. Following this, we applied our 

knowledge of difference sentence structures to create our own 

innovations of each extract. We used simple, compound and complex sentences, as well as 

relative clauses and expanded noun phrases to add more detail. Throughout the remainder of the 

week, we developed our understanding of colons, semi colons and dashes to add more detail to 

our sentences, before applying our knowledge in our writing. We are really enjoying using lots of 

our grammar learning in purposeful ways and it is brilliant to see just how much progress we’ve 

made in our writing since September.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been completing our 

multiplication and division learning in Year 

4, with lots of opportunities to stretch our 

reasoning learning muscle as we applied our 

times table knowledge to solve a range of 

different problems. In Year 5 and 6, we 

have started learning all about fantastic 

fractions and have been applying our 

knowledge of multiples and factors to find 

equivalent fractions and order them by size. 

We’ve really enjoyed practising our call and 

response with key terminology and their 
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definitions, too.  Believe it or not, fractions is definitely one of our favourite units in maths!  

  

In our French learning this week, we have recapped our knowledge 

of different weather types before beginning our new unit: 

Christmas! It was exciting to learn what a 

typical French Christmas looks like, before 

learning how to say key vocabulary linked 

to this time of year. This week, we focused 

on Christmas preparations and some of the 

foods that might be eaten and prepared.  

 

In design and technology this week, we really had to stretch our 

persevering learning muscles when preparing our looms! After 

recapping how products would be woven in 

Mayan times using ‘back-strap looms’, we all 

worked carefully to add string to pieces of 

cardboard: this formed our ‘warp’ strings on 

which we could then weave! Up until now, 

all of our prototypes have been on warps that 

have been taped into our DT books, but we needed to use a particular 

method on our actual looms so that we can eventually remove our final 

pieces of weaving and hang them up. Despite us having to revise our plans 

once or twice, we all managed to get our looms ready, with some of us 

beginning our final pieces. It’s all getting quite exciting!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

Another busy week! On Wednesday, we had a 

jam-packed science afternoon introducing our 

new electricity topic. We covered so much in one 

afternoon: from what electricity is to making 

electrical circuits! We worked practically in our 

groups to recap our knowledge from last year 

and share this with our Year 4s who haven’t 

covered it yet. We learned the correct vocabulary 

and symbol for each electrical component we 

used and had a go at using these to draw a circuit diagram. We even tried out different 

materials on our switches to see if they are electrical conductors or insulators. In Year 5 and 6, 

we had remembered such a lot from last Autumn and were able to apply this knowledge to 

quickly build a working circuit and 

identified that the circuit must be complete 

for the electricity to flow. We shared our 

knowledge and supported the Year 4s in 

our group with great skill and by the end 

of the lesson, you’d have never known 

Year 4 hadn’t covered electricity before! We 

look forward to applying all our 

knowledge next lesson to carry out some 

investigations.  

 

On Thursday afternoon, we had the 

honour of a visit from the Mayor and Mayoress of Carlisle. They came 

with their special ceremonial chains, sword and mace which we were 

even allowed to touch and hold. It was incredible to be holding such impressive and historical 

artefacts – the mace, made of gold, dates back to King Charles I who gifted it to Carlisle. The 

Mayor told us all about his job of Mayor and what he has to do and explained his role in 

chairing meetings with the council, as well as all the nice things they get to do like switching on 

the Christmas lights. We asked some brilliant questions to find out more, such as: How do you 

become mayor? What does it feel like to be Mayor? 

and Why and when do you wear the special chain? 

We even asked who the first Mayor of Carlisle was 

and found out the position goes all the way back to 

1545 when King Henry the VIII was on the throne!  

 

 

Finally, we got to find out what parts we’re all 

playing in our Christmas production of A Match 
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Girl’s Christmas. We were really excited to find out and enjoyed going through all the lines and 

songs that we’ll be learning over the coming weeks. I’m sure you’ll come to know them well too!  

 

 

Talkin Tarn Cross Country 

 

On Thursday, nine members of Class 3 competed in the Talkin 

Tarn Cross Country with other local schools. Despite the very 

strong winds, everyone did extremely well and we ran an 

excellent race. We ended our event with some fun in the 

leaves! Well done everyone! 
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Mayor visit 
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Class 3’s poetry 

will be on 

display at this 

event! 


