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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  34     Helvellyn  39     Blencathra  41 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

We have had a brilliant week of learning this week in Class 1! Our Talk 

for Writing text for this half term is Lost and Found, by Oliver Jeffers 

and we have started to learn the story orally using actions to support 

us when retelling. We have created a collaborative story map and then 

individual story maps to represent the story of Lost and Found, 

pictorially. It is really useful in supporting our retelling of the story and 

understanding and use of story language.  

 

In Nursery and Reception, we have been focusing on the letters s, a, t and p, 

learning the letter names, sounds and actions. We have also been learning 

the alphabet and have been beginning to practise our blending skills to 

support our early reading. In Year 1, we have been focusing on the letters j, 

v, w, x, y, z, zz and qu. We have been refining our 

blending skills to support our reading and writing 

and have been practising our letter formation skills, 

too.  

 

In recognition of the first day of Autumn this week, we developed our 

knowledge of deciduous and evergreen trees. We discussed some of the 

changes that occur during autumn and then investigated our outdoor 

area to identify the differnet types of trees in our school grounds.  

 

Class 2 News:  

 

We have been working really hard and perservering with our phonics and spellings this week. 

In Year 2, we have been practising the sounds from phase 5: we discovered that some of these 

graphemes have the same spelling, but they sound very different! 

We also identified the split diagraphs ‘i-e, o-e and a-e’ and 

practised these in more detail, using examples in sentences. In 

Year 3, we have been learning new spellings this week and 

worked collaboratively to learn and practise these with a partner 

and group.  
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During our ‘Maths No Problem’ learning this week, we have been learning about place value and 

what numbers are worth- particularly, hundreds, tens and ones. We portioned each of these 

three digit numbers using the Base Ten resources and we even had a go at 

drawing what each digit represents, using a square to represent the hundreds, 

a straight line or ‘rod’ for the tens and a circle for the ones. As part of this 

learning, we also practised ordering numbers 

from greatest to smallest and vice versa. We 

discovered it was easier to label the tops of 

each number and what they are worth to help 

us to be great number detectives and order 

them successfully.  

 

In literacy, we are really enjoying our class text ‘Flat 

Stanley’ written by Jeff Brown. As a class, we 

collaborated to construct a class story map to retell the 

story and then we created our very own. We had to 

really stretch our imagining learning muscle to recall the 

key events of the story and put them in order.  

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

In music, we are learning to [play the keyboard! We 

started our lesson by learning the musical notation for 

crotchets, minims, quavers (not the crisps!) and 

semibreves, as well as the length of time each of these 

notes would be held for, or played. We then read some 

real pieces of musc; clapping each note out. We really 

had to stretch our listening learning muscles to keep in time, read and interpret each note and 

then clap at the right time! As we had lots of new vocabulary to learn and understand, we 

completed lots of recall and retrieval practise, with quickfire 

questions and images of musical notation to help us identify each 

one, quickly. Once we had 

clapped our music (in time and 

with the backing track), we 

explored the notes and keys on a 

keyboard, working together to 

find C. We then used our sheet 

music to play each C in the right 

place, at the right time and for 

the correct length of time. We 
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then really stretched our collaboration learning muscles by playing as a group and as a class, 

identifying ways to improve our playing and prompting each other where needed. We are really 

looking forward to learning how to play C and D next week, as well as playing our 

compositions that we wrote, too! 

 

In PE this week, we have started to improve upon our overall fitness levels; 

taking part in the first week of the virtual Cumbria School Games. Using a 

timer to record our lap times, we ran around the school field, making links 

to the pace work we had 

learned about earlier in the 

lesson. In Year 4, we 

needed to run 1000m (10 laps of the field) and 

in Year 5 and 6, we needed to run 16 laps to 

complete one full mile! We had to really 

persevere and keep going, even when we 

wanted to give up. We are looking forward to 

repeating this each week and improving on our 

times! 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been understanding our model text as a 

reader and as a writer. As a reader, we explored new vocabulary and worked 

together to understand the subtleties in the text; inferring the 

hidden messages and meaning by reading between the lines. 

Reading the text as a writer, we stretched our noticing 

learning muscles to identify literary features, including 

personification, similes, hyperboles, as well as writing 

techniques and grammatical features such as fronted 

adverbial phrases and relative clauses. We also really enjoyed creating 

our story maps to help us internalise the features of the text so that we 

can imitate the ideas and features when we write our own stories. This 

half term, our class text is Perry Angel’s Suitcase.  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

This week in Class 3 Geography, we have taken a trip down the world’s 

longest river - the River Nile. We have learned about the 10 biomes and 7 

climate zones which help us catagorise the Earth’s surface and stretched our 

noticing learning muscle to identify the patterns between the biome types and 

the climate zone that they are in. 
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We then focused on the River Nile to explore an example of the 

freshwater biome, identifying physical and human features on 

our way, using our map skills to locate the path of the river 

and the countries, biomes and climate zones it flows through. 

We used Google Earth to help us explore some of the features, 

such as dams, and it was amazing to see the dry and arid 

desert turn into lush green farmland on the river’s banks, 

thanks to the irrigation systems pulling water from the river to 

water crops. Why not find out more about the freshwater 

biome and check out our knowledge organiser on our school 

website? You can find it in the Class 4 section of the Learning 

Zone.  

 

 

In art this week, we have been exploring colour; using a colour wheel to mix primary colours 

in to secondary and tertiary colours. We then experimented with tone and hue, looking at 

grading colour from dark to light and making as many shades of one colour as possible. We 

then learned how to create a watercolour wash on which detail can be added with more 

concentrated paint.  After we’d practised all of these skills, we studied some Ancient Egyptian 

Tomb paintings and used these to generate ideas for painting our own, displaying all the things 

which are important to us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


