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VIPs:   Finn and Seth 

Evan and Alexa 

 

Learners of the Previous Week:   Ashley, Zach and Sebastien 

Eva, Dan and Kimberley 

 

Housepoints: Skiddaw 647 Helvellyn 702  Blencathra 596 

 

Welcome back! We hope you enjoyed the lovely sunny weather over 

the Easter weekend! 

 

In Class 2, we have started our topic learning, learning about 

those who were rich and those who were poor throughout British 

history. We started our lesson by describing what life in Britain is 

like now, compared to key events and periods of history that we 

already know about. We talked about the difference between rich 

and poor (and whether there is anything in-between) and what 

we thought about the status of wealthy and less-wealthy people. 

One of our writing opportunities this term will be biographies of people, who, despite 

not necessarily being wealthy themselves, brought about huge change and social 

reforms in Britain. To begin our learning, we started autobiographies of our own lives 

so far, and we are looking forward to completing them next week. 

 

In RE, we have started learning about morals and 

moral codes in Islam. We discovered that word ‘moral’ 

is derived from the Latin word ‘Moralitas’ and means 

the manner and character in which people behave. We 

started to share our thoughts and ideas about whether 

people can change their behaviour and what ‘good’ 

behaviour actually looks like. We will begin writing a 

discussion text next week.  

 

In Computing, we have been learning about how adverts work online; with a particular 

focus on ways that children can unknowingly be advertised to. We described key 

features of websites aimed at children (compared to those for adults) and were 

surprised to learn about Cookies on websites and how they store information in order to 

advertise. We also discussed how to apply our knowledge of questioning when looking 
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at adverts and trending content online, including 

YouTube videos and offers and competitions that are 

too good to be true. 

 

In our outdoor maths challenge, we spent a rainy 

afternoon investigating parallel, perpendicular, 

horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines. We found 

many examples outside, as well as those within 

shapes in the playground.  

 

We made great progress this week with our outdoor project.  We calculated and 

measured out the diameter and circumference of our new willow dome and created the 

basic structure.  We also planted some new plants and shrubs in the sensory flower 

bed (that we've created with Mr Davidson and Miss Maleney) and planted some 

vegetable seeds and tidied the vegetable garden.  A BIG thank you to Dobbies of 

Ponteland for their generous donations of seeds and plants.   

 

 

 

We are enjoying our weekly Class 2 quiz and a bit of friendly competitiveness. Every 

team improved on their scores this week, keeping our reigning champions on their toes! 

It won't be long before we're able to give The Chasers a run for their money!  

 

Year 6 had a fantastic first booster lesson at Hayton Swimming Pool.  They were all 

incredibly focussed and listened well to the instructors; refining their 

techniques and making excellent progress by the end of the session.   

 

This week in Early Years we had a fantastic time creating some 

floating artwork and experimenting with floating and sinking. We 

used a range of different natural objects to create our artwork and 

made predictions about whether objects would float or sink and then 

tested out our ideas.  
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We also enjoyed weaving using feathers, stems and sticks. It was 

rather tricky as things kept sliding out of the weaving frame but we 

persevered and the finished products look 

brilliant!  

 

We have also continued our learning about 

nature this week. We expanded our knowledge of 

mini beasts and their habitats as well as different 

ways in which mini beasts are adapted to their 

specific habitats. We looked at photographs of 

habitats and then went into our outdoor environment 

to see what we could find. It was great seeing how 

diverse each habitat was!  

 

W/C 29th April 

 

We have continued to make 

progress outdoors despite the 

rainy start; managing to 

almost complete our willow 

dome. Lots of Class 2 have 

been volunteering during their 

break-times as they're enjoying it so much.  We've had 

another very generous donation from Tarn Road Nurseries 

of lots of plants, seeds and equipment.  A HUGE thank you to 

them for their very thoughtful contribution.   

 

Class 2 have also been busy planning a German morning for 

next week.  We are looking forward to welcoming members of 

the WI into school.  We will be making some traditional German 

food for them to try and we have been busy planning some 

German lessons for them to join in with.  We're looking forward to discovering what 

skills and knowledge they might be able to teach us in return.   

 

A very BIG well done to our Cross Country runners Hollie, Ava, Finn and Elora for their 

excellent achievements on Saturday.  They all showed a fantastic sporting attitude and 

perseverance, and certainly challenged themselves at the Lanercost Cross Country 

Event.   
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We were also delighted to hear about a very successful weekend for Hallbankgate 

pupils at the Warwick Wanderers Football Club Annual Presentation Awards.  Well done 

to Alisha, Sam, Evan, Ashley, Zach, Dan and Josh who all received trophies for the 

season, and also to: 

Alisha who received the Coaches Player of the Season Award for Under 11s 

Sam who was voted Players Player of the Season for Under 11s 

Ashley who received the Coaches Player of the Season Award for Under 9s   

Zach who received the Sportsman of the Season Award for Under 7s 

We always love to hear about our pupils' learning and achievements outside of school.   

 

In Class 2 topic this week, we completed our autobiographies: we made sure we 

included specific places, names, dates and times as well as our hopes, values and 

wishes for the future. We enjoyed sharing key events and memories from our lives so 

far, and stretched our distilling learning muscle to include only the key events. We 

wrote about special birthdays, the birth of siblings (and our feelings about this!) and 

times when we have felt sad. We are looking forward to finding out similar information 

about key people in British history over the next few weeks. We also created historical 

timelines of modern Britain (from 1945- present day) and were surprised at how some 

of the attitudes and laws had changed within living memory. 

 

In RE, we are continuing to write our discussion texts to present both sides of the 

argument for the idea that ‘People cannot change their behaviour: how you behave will 

be your behaviour for life’.  We have created a toolkit of generalisations (some people, 

most people, the vast majority of people) and sentences openers to compare and contrast 

(similarly, in addition, however, on the other hand) so that 

we have the tools for writing an effective discussion. We 

used lots of examples and emotive reasons for both agree 

and disagree arguments and have included our own 

viewpoints at the end.  

 

In Class 1, we have been learning about co-ordinates and 

direction during our outdoor maths challenge. We have been 

using songs to help us 

remember left and right 

turns, as well as whole, 

half and quarter turns. We 

created our own co-

ordinates grid with big 

chalks and then used 

objects, our bodies and each 
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other to work out where they were. Some children had the additional challenge of 

describing how an object had moved (for example, up 2, left 2), before giving the new 

co-ordinates.  

 

In Early Years this week we have been learning about butterflies and 

their life cycles. We discussed the different stages in the life cycle and 

watched some fascinating videos, showing the 

transformation from egg, to caterpillar, to cocoon and 

finally to butterfly. We created our own butterfly life 

cycle diagrams and instructions to document each 

stage.  

 

In Reception, we have also been developing our 

segmenting and formation skills linked to words 

containing digraphs. We have been focusing on 

accurately identifying the sounds in words and then using our 

cursive letters to represent each sound in the word.  

 

In Nursery and Reception we have been developing our 

understanding of shapes and some of their different properties. In 

Nursery we have been learning about 2D shapes and the 

similarities and differences in their properties. In 

Reception, we have been developing our knowledge of 2D 

and 3D shapes and have been learning some key 

mathematical language, such as faces, edges and 

vertices.  

 

 

In Class 1 we have been developing and expanding 

our skills across different subjects. In maths, some 

children have been learning about fractions, and 

splitting and dividing shapes into 4 quarters and 

2 halves. We used paper shapes to fold and 

divide, and made links between different amounts. 

In literacy, we have been working hard to re-tell the story of “Little Red Riding Hood”. 

We have drawn out our story maps and acted out different characters, thinking about 

using exciting adjectives to describe them.  
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As inventors, Class 1 have been learning about different 

inventions over time, as well as being inspired by Wallace and 

Gromit. We have started to think about what we could invent! 

 

In PSHE, we have been 

learning about Braille 

and how to use it. We 

have used lentils to 

create the letters of our 

names and feel the 

different patterns.  

 
 

 

We hope you enjoy the May Bank Holiday.  We’ll see you all back in school on Tuesday 

7th May. 

 

 
 
 


