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Learners of the Week:  Amber, Emily and Emilia 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  132    Helvellyn  140    Blencathra  121 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been learning 

about measurement, measuring both the mass of 

different objects and the capacity of different objects. 

When learning about the mass of different objects, we 

used weighing scales to compare different weights but 

also challenged ourselves to try and balance out the 

scales. It was tricky but we did a really brilliant job and are now more confident in using 

different mathematical vocabulary to describe objects 

when measuring the mass. In our learning about 

capacity we enjoyed filling and emptying different 

containers to determine if they were full, half full or 

empty. We also used our comparative skills to describe 

the similarities and differences between different 

containers and how much they could hold. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week, we have 

been focusing on y, z, zz and qu. We enjoyed forming 

each of the different graphemes and writing words containing the phonemes too! In our phonics 

in Nursery we have enjoyed using our noticing skills to spot different pictures on an I Spy sheet 

and sorting objects based on their initial sound. We have also been using our listening skills to 

work out the mystery object in our shaker socks and have also started to learn about syllables. 

 

In our Talk for Writing learning we have moved into our innovation phase. 

We began to make some changes to our story of The Enormous Turnip 

together, changing both the vegetable growing in the ground and some of the 

characters. We then acted out our new story using actions to support us. 

Next we created our own innovation story maps, thinking carefully about the 

changes we wanted to make. It was great to listen to the new versions 

everyone had created at the end of the week. 
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Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the word learning this week we 

continued our exploration of different materials. This week we were 

focusing on the concepts of absorbent and waterproof. We conducted a 

scientific experiment in which we gathered a range of different materials 

from around the classroom, and then using a pipette and beaker (to 

ensure that we conducted a fair test) we tested the 

absorbency of each of the different materials. Our 

main focus was to find a material which would be 

suitable for a raincoat for Zeb the zebra (one of the toys in our class that 

helps us with our learning). Through the testing process we used our 

noticing skills to observe whether the material we were testing absorbed the 

liquid or was able to resist the liquid, therefore, making it waterproof. We 

found some of the tests were challenging as it could be argued that some of 

the materials absorbed some water, but also repelled some water too. After 

conducting our experiment, we sorted the different materials into absorbent 

and waterproof piles and then discussed which we thought would work best as a raincoat. We 

then recorded our findings through drawings and talking about what we had discovered. 

 

In our history and understanding the world learning we continued our learning about steam 

engines, this week focusing on how steam engines work. We learnt about how steam engines 

were powered but also about some of the modes of transport used before steam engines were 

invented. We also learnt about the importance of Stephenson’s Rocket in 

the history of Hallbankgate and enjoyed looking at interactive models of 

the engine. 

 

In our PSHE learning we consolidated our Kidsafe knowledge about 

keeping our bodies safe and healthy. We used the NSPCC PANTS 

resources to discuss the importance of recognising that our private parts 

are private and that if we are uncomfortable we 

can always say no or tell a trusted adult. The 

Pantasaurus pants song was very useful in 

helping us to remember some key ways to keep 

us safe and is very catchy too! 
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Class 2 News - Miss Hutton 

In Class 2 this week, we have been working to develop our vocabulary across a range of  

subjects. In our literacy learning, we explored the meaning of the prefix ‘-un’ and then practised 

using it in sentences: to really show that we understood how it changes the root word, we also 

identified what the sentence would mean if the prefix wasn’t used, too. Following this, we 

explored the vocabulary used in our new model text, based on Emily Brown 

and the Thing. Over the next three weeks, we’ll be learning how to write 

stories that are full of suspense and we have made a start on identifying the 

techniques that the author used in the model text to keep the reader hooked. 

We can’t wait to write our own versions!  

 

In our science learning, we have been continuing to learn 

about the nutrition that our bodies need so that we stay 

healthy. This week, we practised identifying foods and 

their food groups, before learning about the role that each food group plays 

in the human body. We also explored the Eatwell Plate and identified which 

food groups should make up the majority of our diets, as well as those 

which are occasional treats!  

 

 We’ve had another reflective RE lesson this week, with us learning more 

about bible stories and how Christians around the world can be inspired 

by Jesus. This week, we learnt the story of the loaves and the fish which 

helps Christians to think about helping others 

and being kind. To complete our learning, we 

created a wonder wall to allow us to record 

any questions that we have about Christianity. 

 

In our music learning, we consolidated the 

vocabulary that we learnt last week 

(minim and crotchet) and used this to 

identify how long each note should be 

played. This week, we practised ‘Cook up 

those Cs’, trying to play in time with one 

another, before beginning to identify the 

notes and note lengths used in a new 

piece of music: ‘Trance D’.  
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Class 2 News - Mrs Whitfield 

 

This week during our maths learning in Year 1, we 

have been consolidating our reasoning and problem-

solving skills by completing challenge cards linked to 

our White Rose maths lessons. In Year 2, we have 

been continuing with our multiplication and division 

unit of work and in particular learning about ‘arrays.’ 

We learnt that arrays are arrangements of objects, 

pictures, or 

numbers in 

rows and columns. We had to really persevere because it 

was tricky to draw an array for a multiplication such 

as, 7 x 2 or 9 x 4. After lots of practice we got the hang 

of it and could draw arrays for many different 

multiplication 

questions. In 

Year 3 we 

have also 

been 

consolidating on our reasoning and problem-solving 

skills by completing some challenge cards that 

stretched our maths skills further. We had to fully 

explain our answers and show the methods we used 

to complete each question.  

   

During our history learning, we have been continuing our studies of 

the Anglo-Saxons and we have been learning about the importance 

of Lindisfarne for the Anglo-Saxons and Holy Island. We have been 

producing a timeline to show the major events with key dates and 

studying the types of houses they would 

build and live in. We made links back to 

our learning about the Romans to 

discuss the similarities and 

differences between Roman and 

Anglo-Saxon houses. We learnt all 

about the West Stow Village and 

we enjoyed looking at the replica 

Saxon houses that they have 

created there.  
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In our phonics this week, we have been looking at 

the spelling rule ‘adding est’ to root words to 

produce new words. For example; tall becomes 

tallest and loud becomes loudest when we add an 

‘est’ to the end of the root word. We know that a 

root word has to 

make sense on its 

own and this is a 

good way to check 

our spellings. In 

the lessons we 

had to turn the root word into the new word and then write it 

down onto our worksheet whilst checking that our spellings 

were accurate and our root words made sense.  

  

This week in our spellings lessons in Year 1 we have been learning our new words; you, your, 

they, said and says. In Year 2 we have been learning our 

new spellings; coin, boy, turnip, skirt, clown, pound, 

storm, draw, win and whisper. We discussed the sounds 

we could spot in our spellings and had a go at writing 

them down, testing each other as we learnt each new 

spelling.  

 

In our literacy work 

this week we have 

been producing our 

very own independent ‘Cold Writes’ using a hook for a 

‘losing tale’ where someone is upset and they need help to 

find something. We stretched our imagination and we had 

to think of how the main character lost their teddy and 

then how they would find it again. After an in-depth 

discussion about the possibilities for our stories we knuckled down to produce great stories. We 

had to include lots of emotion and feelings into our story to describe how the characters were 

feeling and why they were feeling that way.  

 

This week in our DT lesson we have 

been baking Anglo - Saxon honey 

shortbread. First, we weighed out 

our ingredients carefully using the 

weighing scales. Next, we mixed 
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the ingredients together using our fingers to form a soft 

dough. Whilst we were mixing the dough together some of us 

helped to line the baking trays with baking parchment so that 

the shortbread would 

not get stuck during the 

cooking process. Finally, 

we created rolled out 

small balls of the dough 

and squashed them 

down slightly onto the baking trays to form our mini 

shortbreads. The shortbreads took 35 minutes to bake in 

the oven and then we cooled them down. Once they were 

properly cooled we enjoyed tasting them in class. We have 

all really enjoyed creating 

our Anglo - Saxon main 

course and desert and 

learning about the types 

of things that they ate all 

of those years ago.  
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Class 3 News - Miss Hutton 

 

In Class 3, we began the week by writing our ‘Cold Writes’ in literacy to show what we already 

know about developing character and writing warning tales. It was brilliant to see just how 

many of us included a range of sentence structures to add detail and how many of us 

remembered different techniques to develop character. We also worked incredibly hard to identify 

all of the vocabulary, plot subtleties and techniques used by the author- our model text was 

covered in annotations and notes about the features we identified!  

 

In our RE learning, we began to explore how religious parables and stories can influence, lead 

and inspire their followers. This week, we explored the Buddhist tale of how ‘lies are like water’ 

and discussed its moral. 

 

We had a brilliant consolidation lesson on French this week, also taking advantage of the 

various types of weather we’ve had over the last two weeks too! We 

began by describing the weather, which allowed us to practise 

saying that it was grey, ‘nasty’, windy, rainy and cold (!) before 

asking and answering questions about our name, age, where we live 

and whether or not we have brothers or sisters. We also recapped 

days of the week, months of the year and numbers to 31 by 

identifying what the date was - we enjoyed making up different 

examples for our friends to translate!  

  

 In our design and technology learning, we 

began our new sewing unit: Viking 

mittens. At the beginning of the lesson, we used photographs of 

artefacts to identify the types of clothing likely to be worn in the 

Viking era including the types of materials and joining techniques that 

may have been used. Some of us made 

links to our Mayan learning from last 

year to work out whether materials 

were woven or knitted, too! After this 

evaluation, we began to work out how 

pattern pieces are used to make clothes 

and created a checklist of things we need to consider when we 

make our pattern pieces. To help us with this understanding and 

exploration, we set about using newspaper to draw around our 

hands before quickly realising that we’d need to ensure that the 

wrist opening was large enough for our hands and making sure 
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that we gave enough room for our fingers to wiggle. At the end of the lesson, we began to learn 

about seam allowances and how we will put our mittens together.  

 

Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

It’s been another busy week in Class 3. In literacy this week, we’ve 

started our writing unit on Warning Tales. Over the next few weeks, 

we’re going to be learning and practising the techniques authors use to 

create believable characters in stories. So far, we’ve shown what we 

know already in our Cold Writes, we’ve analysed our model text, as 

both a reader and a writer, and we’ve started thinking about and 

picking out different ways we can build characters in our writing – 

using our class text Why the Whales Came to help us.  

 

In maths, Year 4 have finished their unit on 

multiplication and division with some 

reasoning and problem solving activities and an epic end of unit 

assessment which was twice as long as the ones we’ve been used to! 

In Year 5 we’ve moved on to our new unit on multiplication and 

division. We’ve started learning a variety of methods for multiplying 2 

and 3 digit numbers by 2 digit numbers. This has required some 

really good focus as you have to keep on top of all parts of the 

process. In Year 6, we’ve whizzed through and finished our unit on 

ratio and finished the week with some reasoning and problem solving 

activities before completing our end of unit assessment.  

 

We’ve carried on with our science learning this week by answering 

the question: can an animals teeth tell you what it eats? We 

compared three animals’ teeth and used our knowledge of teeth and 

their functions from our previous lesson to connect this with an 

animal’s diet. We noticed that one of the 

skulls had larger canine teeth than the 

others and more, pointy, pre-molars. This 

suggested that this animal must have a 

diet that required a lot of tearing and 

crushing. We decided this probably meant 

it was eating lots of meat. On the other 

hand, another skull had large incisors and lots of flat molars. We 

decided this animal must eat plants as it had teeth suitable for cutting 

and grinding. After expanding our knowledge of teeth, we moved on to 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

looking at the rest of the human digestive system. We learned the main organs involved in the 

process and what happened at each stage.  

 

In art this week, we started work on our sculpture unit by exploring 

using clay to make a Viking style pendant. 

We learned how to shape the clay before 

learning how to use different tools and 

techniques to create different effects to 

decorate. The results were brilliant! Every 

pendant was carefully designed and made 

with a Viking style and many different skills 

and techniques on display!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


