
 

Week beginning 22
nd

 March 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 we have been developing our knowledge 

of vehicles and how vehicles have changed 

throughout history. We looked at images of 

different vehicles and sorted them into groups, 

noticing that some of the images were in black 

and white which showed us that they were older 

than the colour pictures. We also looked at how 

each of the vehicles were powered, identifying which vehicles had engines or didn't. We found 

it really interesting looking at the transport that 

was powered by animals, like horse drawn 

carriages and comparing it to 

the vehicles we use today. 

Linked to our learning about 

vehicles and transport, we have 

been designing our own vehicles 

which we are going to be 

starting to make this week. After 

researching vehicles which 

interested us, we then created 

designs. We had to carefully consider what our vehicles would need and how they could be 

designed for a specific purpose. We also had to think about which tools we would need to use 

and can't wait to experiment with all of them! We each had a go using the hacksaw to saw 

wooden dowel which we will be used to create our axles. Next, we are going to saw the wood 

to create a wooden frame for our vehicle.  

 

In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our 

understanding of measurement, particularly linked to 

measuring length and height and using mathematical 

vocabulary throughout the process. In maths in 

Nursery and Reception, we have been focusing on 

the numbers 6, 7, 8 and 9. We looked at the 

numeral, different representations for each of the 

numbers and then created the numbers using tens 

frames and Numicon to support us.  
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We also explored some philosophy this week based on the book, “Something 

Else”. We generated questions linked to inclusion and friendship and we talked 

about how despite people being different we can still be friends. It was great 

to have the opportunity to share our ideas and come up with our own 

questions and answers. 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

We ended last week 

with our cookery 

lesson on Friday.  

Using our 

collaboration skills 

and making links to 

our math’s learning, 

we successfully made Cartmel’s sticky toffee pudding.  We all really enjoyed making and 

sampling it! We really enjoyed applying more maths skills 

too! 

 

In science this week, we continued our learning on Animals 

including Humans, focussing on vertebrates and 

invertebrates. We enjoyed sorting animals between these two 

categories, stretching our reasoning muscle to explain our 

decisions! 

 

 

We have continued with our class story in literacy 

this week; stretching our noticing skills to unpick the 

story of Amazing Grace. We then we stretched our 

imitating muscles to box it up and identify the key 

features that we can use in our stories too. 

 

 

We began our RSE lessons this week with Miss Simpson 

where we thought about different feelings and when we 

might experience those emotions. 
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In maths this week, we have been focussing on fractions, 

including halves, quarters and thirds.  We stretched our 

making links learning muscle by using what we have 

learned through the week to put it into practice; cutting 

up biscuits and cakes into fractions.  

 

Here are some of the 

things we discovered:   

 

“There is more than one way to cut thirds.”  Ezra 

 

“I learnt that two quarters is the same as a half.”  Thomas 

 

“I learnt that the pieces 

need to be equal.”  Willow 

 

 

Class 3 News- Miss Hutton 

 

In PE this week, we have been 

developing our archery skills! Last 

week, we were all having to really 

persevere when the arrow would not 

travel in the intended direction, or 

when we couldn’t quite get the 

position of our hands in the right 

place. This week, we have made so 

much progress and we are all able to 

hit the target with 

increasingly high 

scores! On Friday, 

we also continued 

to develop our golf 

skills. Thank you, 

Ric, for these fantastic lessons!   
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This week in our maths learning, we have continued to rehearse 

and recall key mathematical vocabulary, definitions and 

representations of fractions. In Year 4, we completed our 

addition and subtraction of fractions learning challenges, before 

moving on to exploring tenths and hundredths. We also made 

links to our whole-class starter activities which helped us to 

understand the relationships between these fractions and their 

decimal equivalents, too! In Year 5, we have been puzzling-

problem-solvers by solving magic squares (involving converting improper fractions to mixed 

numbers, before using addition/ subtraction and inverse operations to solve these puzzles), as 

well finding fractions of amounts: we really enjoyed using bar models and our knowledge of 

multiplication facts to solve these challenges. Finally, in Year 6, 

we have completed our learning on fractions, decimals and 

percentages.  

 

We have all been enjoying our fractions learning so much that 

we decided to take out some maths games during our lunch 

breaks, this week! We played fractions bingo, explored and 

created equivalent fractions using tiles and 

Stile boards and even had a few games of 

fractions dominoes! As well as all of these 

excellent games from our maths area in the 

classroom, we decided to take out our box 

of big chalks to solve our own calculations 

and conjectures and by the end of the first 

lunch break, we had covered almost one 

third of the playground with our 

calculations! We have continued to add to 

these over the course of the week and we 

have been enjoying using lots of mathematical language, representations 

and resources, just like we do in our lessons! Miss Hutton couldn’t believe just how many 

maths skills had been used in our lunchtimes: we used bar models to work out fractions of 

amounts, the formal method for short division to work out fraction, decimal and percentage 

equivalents and jottings and pictorial representations to work out the addition and subtraction 

of fractions and mixed numbers, to name but a few. We also converted between improper 

fractions and mixed numbers and calculated equivalent fractions so that we could complete 

our calculations! It was amazing! So amazing, in fact, that we received a special letter from 

Mr Redman-Stewart at the NNW Maths Hub: you can find this letter at the end of the 

newsletter. Well done for stretching your reasoning learning muscle and for being mega-

mathematicians, Class 3!   
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As well as all of this amazing maths learning in our break 

times, we have also been really enjoying reading outside 

again, too! We have been sharing our 

favourite books (including non-fiction 

texts) and making links to our in-class 

learning!  

On Wednesday, we had two mystery 

deliveries in our classroom, 

but no-one could seem to find 

the keys! We had to wait until Friday to find out that 

we have a brand new set of laptops and a brand 

new tablet EACH in Class 3! On Friday, we had a 

morning of online safety and digital literacy lessons; 

learning how to stay safe online and how to use our 

new learning tools. After learning how to turn them on 

and how to hold them carefully, we accessed our first 

learning challenge: a weekly wellbeing reflection that 

we all completed online. We are looking forward to reflecting on our 

learning and wellbeing each week, 

using these brilliant new 

resources. Miss Hutton and Mrs 

Arnold are both very excited, too! 

We have been finding out about 

how we will show our learning 

and understanding of key concepts 
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and vocabulary and we can’t wait until we can use them again! These devices top up the 

devices we currently have in school, meaning that all children in Class 2 and Class 3 have 

access to their own device, with children in Class 1 having access to a set of laptops, iPads 

and a brand new set of BeeBots (to help us with our computing and maths learning)! We are 

very lucky that we can enhance our learning experiences with these amazing learning tools!  

 

Class 3 News- Mrs Arnold 

In Class 3 science this week, we have been exploring food chains. 

First, we recapped our knowledge of teeth and sorted pictures of 

animal skulls into a Venn Diagram – working 

out whether they would be a carnivore or a 

herbivore based on their teeth. Next, we learned and applied lots of 

excellent vocabulary to explain and describe how food chains work and 

what role different organisms play within them. Once we’d constructed 

our own food chain examples using all our new technical terms, we 

were then set a challenge to apply our knowledge to reason what would 

happen if a food chain were impacted in some way. We worked out 

that actually if one part of a food chain is disturbed the whole food 

chain is affected.   

 

In geography this week, we had a super session looking at the world 

map and identifying and labelling everything we know on it. Mrs 

Arnold was blown away by how much we had all remembered 

since September. We then learned two new terms: northern and 

southern hemisphere. All that vocabulary practise and intrigue into 

words and their meanings has definitely paid off because we were 

able to work out what the terms mean by spotting the root word 

‘sphere’ meaning the shape and the prefix ‘hemi’ meaning half. Mrs 

Arnold hadn’t even asked us to do this!!  

 

A few of us have been continuing to check on our water cycle investigations 

from a couple of weeks ago and had noticed that one of the cups was now 

completely dry. We were intrigued by this, so Mrs Arnold stuck the cup to the 

board for when we came back in after lunch with a couple of questions for 

us to think about. This led to some really fascinating discussions. We decided 

that the water had evaporated but we wondered why some of the other cups 

still had their water in. We noticed that cup with 

water still in it had condensation on its cling film 

cover but the dry one did not. By stretching our 

reasoning muscles and making links to our 

previous knowledge, we worked out that the water vapour must 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

have escaped as the cling film covering the cup had come loose. Mrs Arnold also asked us why 

the blue from the added food colouring was still there when the water wasn’t. Again, Mrs 

Arnold was blown away when we reasoned that the food colouring must have been different in 

some way to the water and therefore it did not evaporate with it. We worked out that the food 

colouring must have been a solid dissolved in a liquid, making links to how the salt in the sea 

does not evaporate either. Mrs Arnold could tell that we really understood all the physical 

processes involved in the water cycle because our conversation led us to evaporated and 

condensed milk, dried fruit and dehumidifiers which all relate to the processes of evaporation 

and condensation. Well done Class 3! 

 

Collective Worship  

In our Picture News assembly this week, we built on our understanding of the Census that 

was completed on Sunday, We found out how the data will be used and watched a short 

video from the Office for National Statistics about what the Census is and how it helps shape 

our communities.  

 

On Tuesday, it was World Water day. In this assembly, we found out just how many people 

around the world don’t have access to clean water and how lucky we are to be able to turn on 

a tap. We made links to our collective workshop before Christmas, too, and discussed how we 

can help people less fortunate than ourselves by twinning a sink.  

 

On Wednesday, we 

explored Global Money 

Week. We thought about 

where money comes from and how we can keep it safe, so that we 

can begin to learn about how we can be responsible with any 

money that we have. We also thought about what we would buy with an amount of money, 

before sorting these items into needs and wants. This linked to The Unitde Nations Convention 

of the Rights of the Child, which is an important agreement by countries who have promised 

to protect children’s rights. This discussions linked directly to right number 24, where: 

‘Children have the right to the best health care possible, clean water to drink, healthy food and 

a clean and safe environment to live in. All adults and children should have information 

about how to stay safe and healthy.’  

   

Red Nose Day and tap-twinning 

Last Friday, we all came to school in non-uniform to raise 

money for Red Nose Day and to top-up our tap-twinning project 

from before Christmas. Staff and child donations raised £58 on 

Friday, meaning that we can twin a tap in Kigezi, Uganda 

(£60) and donate the remaining £49 to Comic Relief. We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of 

our tap-twinning certificate and longitude and latitude, but here is our donation recorded on 

the https://www.toilettwinning.org/  map!  Thank you to everyone who was able to donate. 

https://www.toilettwinning.org/
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