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Learners of the Week:, Beau, Calouen and Josh D 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  184    Helvellyn  177   Blencathra  161 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 
In maths in Reception, we have been developing our 

subitising knowledge of numbers between 5 and 10. 

We learnt that by looking for five first we could then 

identify other numbers easier. We found that using a 

double die frame was useful as it allowed us to see 5 

quickly. We have also continued to explore numbers 

up to 20 and even had fun playing number bingo 

and a game of snakes and ladders 

to support us in counting above 

20. In maths in Nursery we have 

been counting back from 10 to 0. 

We have been practising counting 

back using counters and tens 

frames, by jumping along number 

lines and ordering Numicon from 

smallest to largest. 

 

In phonics in Reception, we have been exploring the digraphs ur, ow, oi 

and er. We enjoyed forming CVC words outside using chalk and also 

forming different patterns and marks using chalks on our chalk walls in 

the classroom. In phonics in Nursery we have been making silly soup with 

items beginning with s and singing action rhymes and songs.  
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We had a wonderful time playing different sports 

at William Howard School in Reception. We were 

so proud of all of the children for the confidence 

they showed in a new situation and their 

absorption, enthusiasm and perseverance 

throughout!  

 

Our lighthouse role 

play area is finished 

and it looks 

amazing - thank 

you Mrs Beesley for 

all of your hard 

work! 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In RE and understanding the world, we continued our 

learning about Vedas, the scared text within Hinduism. 

We focused this week on the story of Rama and Sita, 

from within the Vedas. We were interested by some of 

the different gods in the story but also noticed that 

similar themes are in each of the stories, particularly 

linked to showing kindness to others.  

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week, we focused 

on amphibians and some of the different characteristics which are used to 

classify amphibians. We made some fantastic comparisons to our learning 

about mammals last week and were interested to discover that amphibians 

are cold blooded and vertebrates too. We enjoyed looking at images and 

videos of different amphibians and then drawing diagrams and describing 

some of the characteristics of an amphibian.  

 

We also had an amazing time on the library bus this week, exploring the 

different books and choosing a book each which interested 

us. We cannot wait to share and enjoy them in school!  
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In our history and understanding the world learning, we 

began our learning about the Victorians and identifying 

similarities and differences between life in Victorian Britain 

and life now. We enjoyed looking at different artefacts 

linked to the Victorian period and it was great to have the 

opportunity to handle different objects and explore their 

purpose. We also investigated different images 

demonstrating past and present and 

grouped the images using our noticing and reasoning skills to 

describe our grouping choices. We also posed questions we 

would like to discover further.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our PE learning this week we have been 

enjoying our lessons in the sunshine, on the 

playing field.  We continued developing our 

cricket skills, stretching our collaboration 

muscles, 

working in 

teams to score 

points.   

 
 
 

 

In our science learning this week, we began our new unit on plants. We learned about the parts 

of the plant and their different functions.  We were able to reflect on previous learning and then 

stretch our learning further to develop our knowledge.   

 

In our RE learning this week, we thought about miracles: we thought about what they are and 

we discussed some of the stories that led Christians to describe Jesus as a miracle worker, with 

a particular focus on the story of the loaves and fishes. 
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In our literacy learning this week, we have started the box it up for our class story “Ice Cat” in 

preparation for our Hot Writes. 

 

In our maths learning this wee,k we have completed our current 

units of learning and consolidated our knowledge of these units with 

some practical work.  

In Year 1, we have been using the money 

to create different amounts and in Year 2 

and Year 3 we have been playing 

fractions dominoes and exploring equivalent 

fractions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week in history, we have been continuing to learn about 

significant people. We learnt all about Rosa Parks and how she 

had a great impact on the world. We were shocked to discover 

that black people used to be segregated from white people and 

that they had separate; parts on buses, waiting rooms, 

restaurants and toilets. Rosa Parks did one small thing that 

changed the way people thought and eventually after a year of protests the law changed for the 

better. Black people were no longer segregated and life would get 

better for everyone in society. We started to absorb all of the 

information about Rosa Parks and produce a biography about 

her life.  
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In our maths learning, we have been looking at different coins 

and using our noticing skills to work out what each coin was 

worth. We had a super challenge of matching the correct 

amount of money to the right tags. 

This involved some collaboration and 

making links to the value of each 

coin. It was super tricky for some of 

the harder amounts of money to find 

the correct coins to add together but 

after lots of perseverance we got there 

in the end. We even had chance to 

compare our amounts with another 

group and discuss who had the 

biggest amount or least amount and 

the reasons why.  

  

In our extra maths work, we have been building our very own 

fraction walls. We took time to plan out our walls and we had 

to use our mathematical skills to work out exactly how long 

each section would be. Next, we used a ruler to carefully 

measure out each section to the correct length. We worked out it 

would be easier to split a number if it was in that times table 

for example 30cm can be split into thirds and other fractions 

easily. It was great to be able to use our measuring skills in 

this lesson and helped stretch our fractions learning further. 

After we had completed our fraction walls, we 

compared the fractions and we disccused if there were 

any equivalent 

fractions. Our 

fraction walls are 

now hanging up in 

the classroom and 

we will be using 

them! 

 

During our phonics 

learning, we have been looking at the spelling rules of adding 

‘er, est and un’ to make new words. We learnt all about the 

prefix ‘un’ and the suffixes ‘er and est.’ Individually we had 

to write down the root word then add the prefix or suffix to 

make a new word.  
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This week Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

all had the pleasure of going to a KS1 

Sports Festival at William Howard 

School. We split into groups and had to 

complete lots of events; dodgeball, 

football, assault course, rounders and 

“stuck in the mud” as a warm up game. 

Everyone that took part had a wonderful 

time and all tried their best at each 

event. It was lovely to see all of the 

children smiling and enjoying taking 

part. The Year 9 Sports Leaders from 

William Howard helped to run each event 

and they did a marvellous job with clear 

instructions ensuring each activity ran smoothly. Several members of staff from William Howard 

commented on how smart everyone looked in their school caps and PE kits. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also had the library bus visiting school this week and we enjoyed listening to the story, 

“A Street Cat Named Bob’ while we were on the bus. After the story, we each picked out a new 

book from the bus and we have already started to read these in class and we look forward to 

reading them in the weeks to come.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

In our literacy learning this week, we have been working really hard to 

develop our narratives, with a focus on character and settings description. 

Over the course of the week, we have read extracts from a range of stories to 

help us identify how we can develop our own writing, as well using all of 

the vocabulary that we have built up over the last couple of weeks to plan out 

our final pieces. Towards the end of the week, we used all of our learning so 

far to write our narratives and they are very effective! 

We’ve really been inspired by our class text, Street 

Child, and have enjoyed experimenting with how we can change the 

mood or atmosphere through our descriptions.  

In maths this week, we have been completing the units of learning that 

we have been working on for the last few weeks. As well as this, we 

have been continuing to develop our practise and recall of number facts 

and times tables, as well as our reasoning and 

problem-solving skills. With this, we have been 

stretching our reasoning learning muscle to prove - or disprove - whether 

a question had the right, or wrong, answer or method!  

We have been stretching our making links learning muscle this week in 

French, by linking our knowledge of telling the time, days of the week 

and school subjects to ask and answer questions about when certain 

lessons are...all in French! We wrote our questions and answers in our 

French books and practised them with a partner. 

In our design and technology learning, we have been 

continuing to develop our Victorian vehicles. This week, we 

have been adding wheels, making sure that we leave enough 

room for our motor and pulley, as 

well as the battery!  
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Having practised our cutting and finishing skills last week, we applied this to the measuring, 

cutting and finishing (sanding) of the wooden dowels, before using our knowledge and plan to 

place the wheels in an accurate place. We’re really taking ownership over these projects and we 

are producing some high quality results- we made lots of links to maths again, too (including 

keeping the axles parallel to our accurate measuring). We can’t wait to finish them!  

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we carried on with our 

science learning about plants. Building on our use of 

classification keys last week, we learned how to make 

our own. This meant we 

needed to make careful 

observations to sort and 

group plants by their 

characteristics. First of 

all, we practised by sorting and classifying pictures of sweets 

and then applied this to the trees we have on the playground by 

sorting and classifying their leaves. We had fun using our ID 

apps on our tablets to ID the trees 

before looking carefully at the 

leaf features to help us create classification keys.  

 

In history this week, we looked at what life would have been 

like for children in the early and mid-Victorian era. First, we 

used some photographs of Victorian children to deduce 

information about 

what their lives might 

have been like. We 

noticed a divide 

between some 

children who had nice clothes, shoes 

and toys and others who were bare-

footed and wearing ragged and dirty 

clothes. We learned that during this 

era, the vast majority of people 

belonged to the working classes - 

over 78% of people. We learned that 
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those working in factories or labouring were not allowed to vote and often lived in poor, cramped 

conditions. Children from these families also had to work, so we looked at the different jobs 

children did, what it would have been like and the impact this had on them. We then read a 

first-hand account from a lady who grew up in a wealthy Victorian household and compared 

the lives of the working children with her account. Many of us had strong opinions on which 

jobs we’d rather do, with many of us opting for less pay in favour of better conditions. It was 

quite shocking what some children would have had to tolerate just to survive. We’re excited to 

learn about what happen towards the end of the Victorian era to improve the lives of children 

living in poverty in our next lesson.  

 

 

Outdoor Play and Learning 
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