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Learners of the Week:  Alexa, Adam and Leah  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 65     Helvellyn 53     Blencathra 51    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 we had a very exciting visitor this week, 

linked to our topic people who help us: on Thursday, 

we were joined by a Vet from Capontree veterinary 

practice. We had the opportunity to learn about what 

they do and ask questions about 

some of the different animals they 

look after and how they do this. It 

was fascinating to learn about their 

job! We also had the opportunity to practise using some of the different 

equipment the vet brought to show us, including a stethoscope. We also learnt 

how to put a bandage on an injured animal. It 

was such a great experience and we are really 

grateful to Ruth for coming to visit us. 

 

In Year 1, we have been writing our imitation stories linked to the 

story of the ‘Three Little Pigs’. We used our knowledge of the story 

to support us in our writing and carefully considered how we 

needed to incorporate the repeated 

refrains in the story but also 

different punctuation to 

enhance our writing. 
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In Nursery and Reception, we 

have been creating some 

straw, stick and brick houses. 

We used real straw and sticks 

to create the houses of the first 

and second little pigs and 

tissue paper squares to imitate the brick pattern 

of the third little pig’s house. We also created 

some pig and wolf characters using different 

colours and textures. 

 

In maths in Year 1, we have 

been developing our 

understanding of subtraction 

and how we can use different strategies to 

solve subtraction calculations. We looked at 

what the different symbols mean and 

practised the crossing out and number line 

methods for solving subtraction problems. In 

Nursery and Reception we have been learning all about circles 

and triangles and comparing their similarities and differences. 

We conducted shape hunts around the classroom and also looked 

at artwork created by the artist Kandinsky which also contained 

circles and triangles. 

 

In Phonics in Year 1, alongside our adjacent consonants learning, 

we have also been practising forming the different letters in the alphabet. We 

have also been reading alien words and differentiating between different 

forms of punctuation. In Reception, we have been applying our letter and sound knowledge to 

support us when reading CVC words and, in Nursery, we have been exploring different sounds, 

through matching games and the exploration of different songs and rhymes. 

 

We have also been excited to welcome 

Alex into Reception, we cannot wait to 

see you grow as a learner at 

Hallbankgate School. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

This week, we welcomed Samuel into our class! Samuel 

has had a brilliant week and made lots of new friends. We 

hope he enjoys his learning journey here at Hallbankgate. 

 

This week in our RE learning, we stretched our listening 

muscles as we heard the story of the Nativity. We then stretched our imitating 

muscles as we retold the Nativity story in the form of a story board. 

 

In our PE lessons this week, we recapped our learning so far on rugby. We learnt about defence, 

stretching our noticing muscles through watching some rugby and carefully observing how the 

team worked together to create a wall of defence.  We then stretched our 

imitating muscles by having a go at this too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In computing this week, we learnt that digital devices accept inputs, produce outputs and follow 

processes. We worked collaboratively to investigate what this meant and made links with our 

maths learning to show this. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

We have been working really hard at column method this 

week in our maths work. In Year 2 and Year 3 we have 

been practising addition and subtration using the column 

method. We really had to persevere because we ended up 

doing some renaming which was quite tricky. As a class, 

we reminded ourselves 

that renaming is when 

we have to go into the 

next column along and carry our numbers over, therefore 

creating more tens or hundreds. The super challenge was 

when we had to do subtraction with renaming as we had to 

borrow from the next 

column and add it onto 

the original number so 

we could then complete 

the subtractions with 

ease. We really feel that we are getting the hang of renaming 

and will continue to practise this skill in our maths lessons.  

 

This week, we have been carrying on with our topic of ‘light’ 

in Science. We were set a challenge to test out different 

materials to see if they were reflective or not. After using our 

great listening skills on the carpet - learning all about how 

light reflects off objects - we 

got into groups and created our 

very own ‘reflection tester.’ We 

created this using some white 

card and a torch. The aim was 

to place the light source through 

a hole in the middle of the 

white card and shine the torch 

onto a material to see if the 

light would reflect back onto the 

card to light it up. We discovered that if the card was 

successfully lit up, then the material was a good reflector. 

Before we started the investigation, we made predictions as to 

which materials we thought would be reflective and why. 

Collaborating in small groups, we tested out the materials, tin 

foil, coloured card, glass, baking paper, mirrors and felt. After testing out each material, we 
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recorded down our results into a table of information and discussed our findings. Next week, we 

will write up our investigation including the method, equipment used and results in more detail.  

 

During Literacy this week, we have been starting to 

write up our ‘box it ups’ for our class text ‘Gorilla.’ We 

all concentrated really hard with great focus to break 

down the story into the opening, build up, problem, 

resolution and ending. Together as a group, we 

discussed in great 

detail each 

section and Miss 

Johnstone 

modelled on the 

board what we could write for each part of the story. We 

were allowed to magpie some of the work off the board but 

we had to stretch our learning and create our own 

sentences, working independently on remembering what 

happened in the story.  

   

This week in our art lesson, we really enjoyed sketching 

some ancient Roman pottery. We researched some examples 

of some real Roman pottery and then used our careful 

noticing muscles to observe all of the fine details of the pots 

to create our own versions in our sketch books. As a class, 

we enjoyed this calm lesson and we were pleased to have 

some soothing music on in the background to help us 

concentrate on our beautiful drawings.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week in Class 3, we have 

continued to rehearse ‘Skipper’ in our 

music lessons, as well as a new piece 

that includes the notes C, D, E and F: 

‘Blue Grass Hop’. We have been 

making links between our knowledge 

of note names, pitch and musical 

notation to practise clapping, singing 

and playing each piece and we are 

trying hard to imitate how each piece 

should be played. We are really 

enjoying our music learning and our 

keyboard skills are really improving.  

 

In our RE learning this week, we have been 

continuing to reflect on what makes a good leader and – this week- we 

explored the story of how Moses 

was rescued from the river by the 

Princess of Egypt and its 

significance in Christianity, Judaism 

and Islam. To help us recall the 

story and identify the key parts, we 

created storyboards: this helped us 

to stretch our distilling learning muscle and practise our 

reading skills, too. After we had explored what impact 

these events had on his life, we read the story of Moses 

and the burning bush. Through this story, we learned 

that Moses was thought of as a ‘reluctant leader’ who had to learn to trust, take courage, and 

change; and that the ‘burning bush’ incident was his call to be a leader. This linked to our PSHE 

learning from the last few weeks as we have been thinking about how life events can impact 

behaviours, thoughts or emotions.  

 

In our computing learning this week, we began to explore how we can search effectively using 

search engines. We also built upon our learning from last week, too, by discussing how to use 

search engines safely and what to do if we receive results that worry us or are not what we 

expected. As part of this lesson, we wrote a set of instructions on to how to search effectively 

and gave them to a partner to test them out. We then revised these instructions (if we had missed 

anything out) and tried again - just like if we were de-bugging some code! 
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In our Literacy learning this week, we have been continuing 

to develop our understanding of how to create action and 

suspense in our writing. This week, we have been exploring 

how the action within a narrative is never linear and will 

have action dispersed within and across paragraphs. To 

help us create this effect in our writing, we explored how we 

could include 

flashbacks or 

multiple dilemmas to 

give our main 

characters lots of things to overcome, or to reveal lots of 

things to the reader. By the end of the week, we had 

planned and written our hot write quest tales, which 

are very effective! We really enjoyed stretching our 

imitating learning muscles by using the tool kits and 

washing lines around the room to help us, as well as 

our short-burst writing activities in our books.  

 

In our maths learning this week, we have all been 

learning about fabulous fractions! We started the week 

by exploring what a fraction is – and what it 

represents- in Year 4, to equivalent fractions and 

ordering fractions in Year 5 and 6. We are really 

enjoying our ‘I say, you say’ approach to remembering 

key mathematical vocabulary and it is really helping 

us to understand what we are required to do: an 

example of this would be looking at the root word in 

‘equivalent’, where the Latin root tells us that this 

means ‘equal’ and ‘value’, meaning that the fraction is 

worth the same.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

It’s been another busy week in our foundation subjects this week. On 

Wednesday, we finished our enquiry into the Anglo-Saxon ship burial at 

Sutton Hoo. We carefully examined the artefacts and developed theories 

about what each item was, what it was made of and what it was for. 

Then, as if we had sent our artefacts off to the lab, Mrs Arnold gave us 

some more information about each artefact. This included what they were, 

what they were made of and where they would have originally come from. We discovered that 

the helmet was decorated with garnets from Sri Lanka or India, money (with date stamps) from 

France, the silver came from Turkey and the hanging bowl came from West Britain. We also 

carefully examined how the artefacts were positioned and realised that, although there were no 

remains of a body, the artefacts were positioned in a way which suggested there was once a 

body. We used all this new information to develop 

our theories further and answer questions about 

what this tells us about Anglo-Saxon times. Finally, 

we looked at Petrarch’s theories about the period 

between the Romans and the Normans being the ‘Dark 

Ages’. We all looked at his theories and all our 

evidence from Sutton Hoo to decide for ourselves 

whether we thought the Anglo-Saxon period was a 

‘Dark Age’ in British History.  

 

There is an excellent film called ‘The Dig’ all about the discovery at Sutton Hoo. It is currently on 

Netflix and many of the children have expressed an interest in watching it. However, the film is 

rated 12a, so Mrs Arnold has been clear that it is the decision of parents as to whether we can 

watch it or not!  
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In Geography this week, we have continued to 

learn about the topography of the UK. We 

started our lesson with a POP task where we 

had to label a blank map with key information 

to see how much we could remember so far. 

Then we all carefully examined a satellite 

photograph of the UK at night time. This 

allowed us to notice where the major towns and 

cities are in the UK, which we then looked up 

and labelled using atlases. We then used a 

topographical map to spot patterns with where 

most cities and towns were located in the UK. We 

noticed many patterns, and were able to make 

links to our history learning and climate knowledge 

to make theories as to why cities were built by 

rivers, on flatter land, next to estuaries, or why 

there were more cities in the south of the UK.  

 

 

 

 

Whole School Feel-good Friday: Weekly Wellbeing  

 

Class 2 and Class 3 French: On Friday, we recapped lots of 

our French learning altogether in the Class 3 classroom. We 

really enjoyed practising our greetings, family members and 

saying our names, as well as counting to 12. We were so 

absorbed in our French learning that we also learnt how to 

count to 31 in French and how to say the months of the year! 

We were fascinated at just how 

similar some of these months 

were- in spelling and pronunciation! We also sang some French 

songs to help us remember this new vocabulary and every time we 

lined up for the rest of the afternoon, Miss Hutton asked us to 

recite some of this new learning so that we didn’t forget it and so 

that we could practise our French accents.  
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In our outdoor maths lesson last Friday, we 

recapped our knowledge and the properties of 3D 

shapes. We used the vocabulary ‘face’, ‘edge’ and  

‘vertices ‘when identifying and naming each shape, 

before reasoning why (or why not) a shape was 

(or wasn’t!) what we thought it was. We also 

stretched our imagination learning muscles to 

imagine what the net of these shapes would 

look like, including the shape of each 

component.   
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