
 

Weeks beginning 22
nd

 and 28
th

 April 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 22
nd

 April: Billy, Pippa and Alex B 

  w/c 28
th

 April: Zach, Annabelle and Evangeline 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 106     Helvellyn 79   Blencathra 115  

 

Class 1 News:  

 

What a lovely start back to school and the start of the 

Summer Term. We are pleased to welcome Billy into our 

class and that hope he has a fabulous learning journey 

here at Hallbankgate Village School. 

 

We’ve had so many exciting learning activities over the last couple of weeks and we have had so 

much fun building in our construction area and making playdough.    

 

In our phonics learning in Reception, we have been recapping our phase 3 digraphs, ‘sh’, ‘th’, ‘ng’ 

and ‘ai’. To help us in this learning, we have been using our phonics knowledge and applying it 

when reading and writing different words. In Nursery phonics, we have been catching rhymes 

using fishing rods and all joined in with singing the 

rhymes out loud. We have been reading stories and 

making predictions using the 

clues in the story, too. We 

have also been using mirrors 

to look at the different shapes 

our mouths make when 

making different sounds. 

 

In our maths learning in Nursery, we have been learning new counting 

rhymes such as ‘Once I Caught a Fish Alive’ and ‘5 little Monkeys Jumping on 

the Bed.’ We have created actions for our rhymes and we have started to 

using our fingers to represent the numbers. We have been building on our 

counting skills by playing a variety of games, too, which included counting 

dots on a dice. We have been 

comparing amounts looking at and using the 

vocabulary ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ to explain 

our answers. In Reception, we have been counting 

to 20 and beyond. We looked at the different 

numerals between 0 and 20 to recognise the  
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pattern that emerges as numbers increase. We have also been exploring the concept of doubles 

this week in maths. We learnt that to create a double you need to have 2 equal groups which 

combine together. We practised spotting different groups to determine if they were equal groups 

and therefore a double.  

 

In Talk for Writing, we have been learning our new story ‘The Ugly Duckling’ and we have 

created actions to help us tell our story. To help us retell our story, we created a class story map 

and we had to think of ideas to show the emotions of love, happy and sad.  

 

In our science learning, we have revisited our learning about animals, recalling our knowledge of 

the different species and their characteristics. We continued to build on our current knowledge 

focusing on animals and their offspring. We completed a matching activity in which we had to 

match the animal babies to their parents using the names to 

identify them. We discussed how some animals are born live and 

some hatch from an egg. We learnt that when some animals hatch 

from an egg they don’t always look like their adult and they have 

to go through a process called metamorphosis, which is where the 

offspring change form/shape into 

the adult animal.  

 

In our PSHE learning, we have been learning all about people 

who help keep us safe. We discussed the different qualities that 

some of these people needed to do their job. We talked about how 

a police officer would need to be brave, fit and good with people 

to do their job.  

 

 In DT we have been learning the names of different parts of 

the needle such as the eye, shaft and point. We have been 

practising how to create a running stitch using a thread and a 

needle. To do this, we wrote our initials on a piece of 

cardboard and used hammers and a tee to make holes around 

the initials. We then practised creating a running stitch.  
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In geography, we learnt all about the equator. We know that the equator is an imaginary line 

round the middle of Earth and we compared the climates of the continents near the equator and 

not near the equator. We found that places near the equator are 

hot and we used our new vocabulary ‘tropical’ and ‘moist’ to 

describe some of the 

different places near the 

equator. We also found 

that places that are far 

from the equator are very 

cold, such as Antarctica.  

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

It’s hard to believe that we’ve been back in school for two weeks 

already and what two weeks it has been! This term, we welcome 

Pippa to our class- we hope that she has a wonderful learning 

journey at Hallbankgate Village School. 

 

 

In our maths learning in Year 2 and 3, we have been working 

incredibly hard to solve lots of puzzles and problems based on 

length, mass, capacity and volume. Many of our questions have 

required us to complete more than one step and really stretch our 

noticing muscles to spot all of the different things that we had to do. 

In Year 1, we have been learning all about 

multiplication and division and we have really enjoyed 

counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We have also been using 

resources to help us make equal groups of objects and 

count them in these multiples. We’ve all been working 

hard to practise our number facts and times tables too 

and it is great to see how speedy we are on TTRS.  
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In our literacy learning, we began the new 

term by reading and writing haiku poems 

all about the environment. After learning 

about the structure of a Haiku poem, we 

worked in pairs and small groups to create 

shared poems before working individually 

to create our own. We spent some time 

decorating our poems too, ready to be 

added to our display. Having finished our 

poems, we have been getting to grips with 

our new model text based on our new class 

text, The Wild Robot by Peter Brown.  Our new model text is all about 

Roz and how the other animals in the mountains change their mind 

about her- from a terrifying, tin robot to a kind and caring mother. 

We’ve worked hard to identify the features in the story and have started 

to innovate on these to create our 

own ideas. We’ll be working 

towards writing our own version 

of this story by the end of half 

term and we are looking forward 

to finding out what happens next 

in our new class book.  

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

 We can't believe we've been back in school two weeks already - we've been so busy it's flown by! 

Last week, we all tried something completely new with a poetry in 

translation challenge. We looked at and listened to the poem Balada 

unui greier mic by Romanian poet George Topîrceanu. Just from 

listening and looking, we had to think about the patterns we heard 

and the mood of the poem. We then explored the fable that inspired 

the poem, The Grasshopper and The Ant. This helped us understand 

the context of the poem before we started translating it. Then came 

the tricky part. Using a glossary, we had a go at translating each 

line of the poem. First, literally and then using our knowledge of 

English and different vocabulary, we worked together to tweak the 

translation so that the meaning was maintained but the line fitted into our version of the poem. 
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Each group put forward their suggestion and we voted on which one should go into our whole 

class version. We had to think really deeply about the meaning of the words and how we can 

keep the mood of the poem. We will continue to tweak our poem over this term to submit into a 

national poetry in translation competition. This week, we've started our new fiction unit based on 

Emma Carroll's book ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’. So far, we've explored the model text and have 

worked on ways in which we can use description of the settings and characters to build and 

change atmosphere. We've done some brilliant practise of using semi colons to link ideas and 

relative clauses to drop in information. In our VIPERS, we've been reading non-fiction texts about 

World War 2 and have started exploring Letters from the Lighthouse.  

 

In maths in Year 5 and 6, we have been learning about 

shape - especially angles and how we can calculate and 

measure them. In Year 5, we have been measuring and 

drawing angles while - in Year 6 - we have been learning 

rules for calculating missing angles within different 2-D 

shapes. In Year 4, we've been learning about fractions. This 

week, we learned about mixed numbers and improper 

fractions and how we can convert one to the other. We're all 

still working hard on our times-tables with many of us 

making brilliant progress on turning our heatmaps green!  

 

In French we’ve learn the names for the different places in our school. We learned the French for 

classroom, toilets, technology room, canteen and playground. We applied our learning from last 

term to answer the question Qu'est-ce que c'est ? using C’est to name 

each place.  

 

We’ve finished our DT project on making Ancient Greek style 

sandals! We worked hard for two 

afternoons to finish and evaluate our 

sandals - it was amazing to see the 

perseverance and creativity that went 

into each design. When evaluating, 

we considered how successful we’d been 

in completing our design brief, reflected 

on challenges and changes we made as 

well as thinking about what we would 

change if we were to repeat the process. Here 

are some of our fantastic designs: 
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This term we are going to be learning about World War 2 in 

history and Europe in geography. We’ve enjoyed an introduction 

to each this week and look forward to learning more. In science, 

we’ve started our topic on plants. So far, we’ve refreshed and 

developed on our knowledge on the parts of a flowering plant 

their functions as well as what a 

plant needs to thrive and survive. 

This week we considered whether all 

plants need the same amount of each thing and researched different 

types of plant to find out. In Art we’ve started our unit of learning 

on 3D artforms. This week we had a go at using an armature to 

form a paper bowl using papier mache.  

 

We had the excitement last week of Gareth and Bronwyn 

from the Edmondson project returning to record our co-

written song. They brought a sound engineer with them to 

professionally record our singing (and rapping!) ready 

for the final performance of the song later in the summer. 

It was really cool seeing how recording works and we felt 

really professional wearing our headphones and singing 

into the microphones!  

 

 

 

 

 Finally, to support our wellbeing, we have been learning about the 

importance of rest and relaxation in PSHE, as well as focussing a 

little more on perseverance when things are difficult. When learning 

about rest, sleep and relaxation, we built on our NHS sleep workshop 

from before Christmas to summarise the things that we should do to 

have a healthy sleep routine, having found out about some of the 

things that sleep can impact if we don’t have enough. In our second PSHE lesson, we focussed 

on finding different strategies to solve problems and persevere 

when things were difficult. To help us think about these 

strategies, we worked in groups to solve challenging logic 

puzzles before talking about the strategies that we used and 

how we could take these forward in other areas of our 

learning.  

 


