
 

Week beginning 23rd May 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 179   Helvellyn 153      Blencathra 157 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

What a busy week in Class 

1! We have continued to 

finish off our Jubilee 

bunting this week, using 

our sewing skills to add 

the finishing touches and the bunting looks incredible! We have been so impressed with how the 

children have progressed in terms of their confidence and 

independence when sewing and most of the children are now 

sewing independently! The finished bunting was displayed 

during our Jubilee celebrations at school today and is also 

going to be displayed during the celebration in the village hall 

for the Jubilee weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also visited the Hallbankgate Hub 

Library this week and enjoyed 

browsing the books and borrowing 

some new ones. It is so fantastic 

having the opportunity to use the 

Library, particularly as it is so close! 
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In maths in Year 1, we have been developing our early multiplication skills and have been 

focusing on counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and also making equal and unequal groups. In maths in 

Reception, we have continued to expand our understanding of numbers up to 20. We have been 

forming numbers using Numicon and have also been experimenting with odd and even numbers 

and identifying missing numbers and number patterns. In Nursery maths this week, we have 

been exploring capacity and using the language full, half full and empty. We explored capacity 

in the water tray outside and we also used conkers to fill different containers. 

 

We have also been working hard in Class 1 to prepare for our 

fundraising event which took place today, on the last day of 

term. In our PSHE learning, we decided to raise money for the 

charity WWF with the intention of adopting both a snow 

leopard and a turtle. We decided on the snow leopard as it is 

categorised as one of the most endangered animals with only 

4,000 in the wild and the turtle as it was one of the less 

popular adoptions and is critically endangered with only 

8,000 in the wild. After adopting the animals, we will receive an adoption pack with a cuddly 

toy and regular updates throughout the year to 

describe how our money is being spent and the 

impact our adoption is having. We created craft 

items including decorated candle holders, snow 

leopard bookmarks and egg box turtles. We also 

applied our science learning around plants to 

grow sunflower seedlings which are also 

available to buy. We have a guess the name of 

the teddy game and, finally, we also baked 

cupcakes, using our noticing skills to carefully 

measure out the ingredients. Once cooked, we then 

decorated our cupcakes to represent the 

panda logo of WWF. They looked brilliant 

and were very tasty!  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week we have been continuing with our Sports Day practise. We 

practised the shot put, relay races, egg and spoon race and three-legged race.  

 

 

 

 

 

In literacy this week, we 

have been learning the 

poem The Morning Rush by 

John Foster. We stretched 

our collaboration muscles, 

working with a partner to 

develop actions to go 

alongside the poem in order 

to help us to learn the poem from memory. We then looked at the features of the poem. 

 

In science this week, we have been finishing our learning about how seeds are dispersed. We 

stretched our listening muscles as we shared our learning with one another and listened 

carefully to what each one of us had learned. 

 

In RE this week, we have been stretching our distilling learning 

muscle as we learned about the traditions within a Hindi 

wedding. Following this new learning, we compared the Hindu 

wedding to the Christian wedding and identified the similarities 

and differences. 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

During our history lesson this week, we have been 

debating who had the greatest impact on society out of 

Florence Nightingale and Marie Curie. We discussed 

everything we had learnt in previous lessons about 

each lady and we then came up with reasons for who 

we thought had the greatest impact and why. It was 

interesting to hear all the differing opinions and 

reasons for who they had chosen. We pulled our ideas 

together and wrote a short paragraph explaining our 

choice.  

   

This week, we were fortunate to visit the library in the 

Hub again to return our books and to chose another 

book to borrow. We are very organised and can quickly 

return, borrow books, scan them in and use the 

machine 

effectively.  
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In our computing, we have been learning to input a 

sequence into ‘Scratch’ and to make the ‘sprite’ 

(character) move. We programmed a sequence to make 

our sprite say hello, move in a direction and then 

change to another background. It was tricky to find the 

right blocks to make the background change but after 

lots of perseverance and determination we were able to 

complete the task. Over the weeks we have been 

building up to do more complex things on Scratch and 

we have really enjoyed the challenges. We have also 

created a mini quiz in which we had two sprites and 

two different backgrounds: we had to programme it to 

run so that when you clicked on the sprites it asked a question and you had to decide if the 

sprite lived in that habitat and click the correct answer. We are really proud of our learning on 

Scratch and we enjoyed sharing our quizzes with the rest of the class.  

 

We have been working hard preparing for our fundraising event, creating our very own designs 

for birthday and thank you cards to sell to the school. We have also created information sheets 

all about RNLI to inform the rest of the school all of the great work that they do. As a class, we 

have really enjoyed learning about RNLI and we have taken a keen interest in the work that they 

do.  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners   www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 3 News  

 

Well what a busy week we have had in Class 3, this week! As well 

as finishing off and editing our warning tales in literacy, and 

learning more about angles, geometry and symmetry in maths, we 

have had two very busy days out of school to further enhance our 

learning.  

 

 

We thought that you would like to hear all about our visits, so grab a cup of tea and let us take 

you on our learning journey... 

 

On Wednesday, we set off from school early and travelled 

to Newcastle Central Mosque to support our learning in RE. 

As the bus pulled up outside the Mosque, we saw that 

Brother Khadim was waiting for us and we received such 

a warm and friendly reception. Following him along the 

path between the old 

mosque and the 

mosque that is being 

built just behind the 

current one, we were 

shown to the main entrance: it was interesting to see the 

new mosque being built and hearing how it will provide a 

larger community space for the local residents.   Before 

entering the main prayer hall, we took off our shoes and 

popped them on the racks. Once inside, we sat down to 

listen to Khadim’s account of what it is like to be a Muslim 

in the United Kingdom, as well as his experiences of 

travelling to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.  

 

Basing his information around the 5 Pillars of Islam, 

Brother Khadim was extremely impressed at what we 

knew already- from the 5 Pillars themselves, to the 

intricacies of prayer, worship and pilgrimage. We had 

lots of questions to ask him to improve our 

understanding of other religions, cultures and 

viewpoints, too!   
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As well as listening carefully to all of the information, 

we were fascinated to hear the call to prayer that 

happens 5 times each day. Brother Khadim then 

showed us how Muslims pray and what each element 

of prayer symbolises: although we were not actually 

praying, we enjoyed learning about this practice and 

it helped us to stretch our empathy and imagining 

learning muscles as we were able to have first-hand 

experiences of the ritual of prayer. We were also 

shown a range of prayer mats, as well as a natural 

toothbrush that is often used- even through it didn’t 

smell very nice (or taste very nice according to Khadim!).We were also shown the Qur’an (and 

how it is read and written from right to left), 

images of different types of clothing for men and 

women and photos of Khadim in Saudi Arabia 

as part of the Hajj. It was amazing to hear 

about his experiences and how Muslims around 

the world live their lives. Before we left, we 

gave Khadim a card to say thank you, which he 

displayed at the front of the Mosque.  

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the afternoon, we received the following 

email from Khadim- we think you’ll agree that Class 

3 were amazing ambassadors for our school:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘A great visit this morning and a very nice group, the children were a credit 

to the school, very well behaved and some great questions and so polite. ‘ 
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After a short journey down Westgate Road, we 

arrived at our next destination: Newcastle Sikh 

Gurdwara. This building was 

completely different to that of the 

Mosque and we had lots of ‘gasps’ 

and ‘wows’ as saw the Gurdwara 

for the first time. Heading inside 

quickly to avoid the rain, we were 

warmly welcomed by two ladies who were both 

called Kirin. Just like in the Mosque, we were asked 

to take off our shoes and - unlike the mosque - we were helped into headscarves and head-

coverings: some of use remembered when we visited the Jewish Synagogue a few years ago and 

the boys had to wear special head coverings called kippahs- this allowed us to make further 

links between the different major religions around the world. 

 

Having put on our headscarves, we visited the Langar Hall where Sikhs 

and members of the community can access a free, shared meal that is 

cooked and prepared by volunteers. Around the hall, we could see 

illustrations and photographs that showed Sikhs helping others in need 

and providing food to other people around the world. This - as we had 

found out in school and whilst we were there - is a key feature of 

being a Sikh and how Sikhs try and help people that need it the most. 

The smell of the food was delicious and we hope that we can have a 

slightly longer visit next time as 

there wasn’t quite enough time to try 

the food as we had hoped.  

 

Next, we followed Kirin upstairs where she explained each 

area of the worship 

space, as well as the 

signs and symbols that 

we could see. Kirin 

explained that there is not a particular day of worship 

throughout the week but, whilst 

we were there, a number of 

people came to worship as we 

listened carefully to the 

information that was being shared. We noticed the similarities 

between worship in a Mosque and the Gurdwara, as well as some 

of the differences.   
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Whilst at the Gurdwara, we found out how important 

worship and meditation is to Sikhs. Kirin explained how 

mediation can provide an uplifting experience and bring 

people together, even when they are feeling sad or upset. 

We then listened to Kirin singing and chanting ‘Waheguru’ 

(meaning Wonderful Lord), before we joined in and took a 

moment to be still and calm. 

Just like our experience at the 

Mosque, although we weren’t 

actually praying or worshiping, it was brilliant to take a moment 

to understand how this religion is practiced and have this first-

hand experience. Following this, we were very fortunate to hear 

the Guru Granth Sahib being recited and walked carefully around 

the canopied throne as Kirin was reciting it. We were fascinated to 

see how carefully these teachings were recorded, as well as the intricate detail on the throne, 

fabric, canopies, illustrations and symbols around the room. We watched as Kirin waved the 

chauri over the Guru Granth Sahib and treated the religious artefacts with such care and 

respect.  

 

We all learnt so much from this visit and had lots of questions that we asked throughout the 

morning. Our hosts were extremely welcoming and it was amazing to visit the Gurdwara for the 

first time. We gave both of our hosts a card to say thank you and they said that we were 

welcome to visit again in the future. What a brilliant morning of learning! 

  

After a short journey through Newcastle - where we identified the 

physical and human features that we saw - we applied our knowledge 

of the Ancient Greek legacy to identify buildings and 

architecture inspired by the buildings found in 

Ancient Greece: this made links to our history 

learning from earlier in the year! Then, to support 

our history learning this term, we were soon at the 

Victoria Tunnels where we split into two groups for 

two different learning activities.  
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Supported by our adults from school and volunteers at the 

Tunnels, we all had an amazing afternoon of learning 

based on World War 2. One of our activities was 

supported by an ARP warden (well, a volunteer taking the 

role of an ARP warden!) and 92 year-old Basil who had 

lived in Newcastle through the war. Basil told us how - 

at the age of ten - he experienced lots of air raids where 

he and his family were forced to take shelter in the 

tunnels that we 

would soon visit. He used a bottle of TCP to help explain 

the overwhelming smell in the 

tunnels and let us try on helmets to 

see just how important these were in 

protecting wardens and those on the 

home front from debris and 

explosions. We saw his original 

identity card and witnessed what 

would happen if you had been 

caught without it during wartime. 

We also explored how much food we would have in our rations - including 

clothes - and found out that children would be allowed the morning off 

school if the air raid continued past midnight. We thought it was little 

unfair that the children had to go to school if the air raid 

finished at 11:59pm, though! We could not believe how much 

information Basil shared with us and it was amazing to have a 

first-hand account of what the war was like from a child’s point 

of view. We feel very 

fortunate that Basil gave 

up his time to share this 

with us and we were all 

gripped by his stories, 

humour and information. 
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Our second activity was an immersive experience that allowed us to experience what it would 

have been like for Basil and the other residents of Newcastle when the 

air raid siren sounded. Standing outside the tunnels, with our torches 

and hard-hats for teachers, the air raid sired sounded and we walked 

carefully inside. The tunnel was a lot smaller than it looked on the 

photographs (about 2m tall and not much wider than a pavement) 

and a lot darker too! As we followed the tunnel deep under the city, 

we could feel that it was getting colder, the 

further we walked underground. We learnt 

about the purpose of the blast walls, lime-

washed paint and paint that showed the 

presence of mustard gas, as well as stories 

about things that happened during the air 

raids. We couldn’t believe that people would 

have sheltered for up to ten hours at a time 

and that there would only be two or three 

nurses down in the tunnels at any one time. 

We saw the types of benches that would 

have been in the tunnels, as well as 

makeshift beds that would have been used- they didn’t look very 

comfortable! To help us appreciate 

how dark the tunnels would have 

been, we turned off our torches...we 

could not see a thing! We were all 

extremely brave...but a little relieved 

when we could turn them back on! To 

finish our visit, we walked back along 

the Ouseburn to the bus where we 

thanked Basil and the other volunteers 

(again with a card!) and headed home.  

 

We were all so lucky to have experienced four amazing learning experiences to support our 

learning in school- the excitement, amazement and absorption in all the activities was 

outstanding and we are so proud of each member of our class. From outstanding application of 

our learning in school, to respectful questions and excellent manners, Class 3 were excellent 

ambassadors for our school and we know that they will remember these experiences for a very 

long time. Well done, Class 3! 
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After our very busy day on Tuesday, Wednesday morning was just as busy with our visit to 

Carlisle to take part in the Big Sing!  Taking with us our homemade instruments (made out of 

plastic and plastic bottles), our eco-conservation statements about reducing plastic waste and 

Class 1’s recycled plastic sea creatures, we set off bright and early to St John’s the Evangelist 

Church, in Carlisle.  

 

Once we had arrived, we warmed up our 

voices and bodies before reading out our 

conservation statement and singing our 

chosen song. This song - all about 

protecting wildlife - allowed us to sing 

alongside a live orchestra and it was 

amazing to hear a range of wind 

instruments (including a flute and trombone) 

as well as stringed instruments like violins. 

We definitely pushed ourselves outside our 

comfort zones when we had solos, but we 

all 

really 

enjoyed singing with other schools from around Cumbria 

and learning new songs about looking after our planet. Our 

final song was very upbeat and we used our instruments 

and bodies as percussion: it was definitely our favourite! A 

close second came a surprise song that we hadn’t been told 

about...’We don’t talk about Bruno’ from the film Encato! 

This was very popular with all schools but great to hear it 

being played on instruments, live!  

 

It was brilliant to have our music learning enhanced and 

take part in such an uplifting musical extravaganza. We 

all worked together to make sure that our singing and 

eco-statement was the best that it could be and thought 

carefully about the impact of humans on the planet which 

links to our geography learning, too. 

 

We were very impressed with Class 3’s enthusiasm, 

behaviour and attitude to learning in this event too- well 

done! 
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Home-learning projects 

WOW! Our home learning projects have continued to amaze 

us this week! With every project, we can see just how 

much enjoyment, effort and 

learning is applied and how 

amazing the results are! Here 

are just a few of our projects- 

we’ll share more photos after 

the holidays:  
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It was wonderful to be able to share them with parents on Friday afternoon, too, and it was 

lovely to have lots of parents join us to celebrate this wonderful learning! Thank you to everyone 

that was able to come into school to ask us about what we had made and our learning in 

school, as well as all of the support that you provided when completing these projects- they are 

brilliant! Well done, everyone! 
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A Jolly Jubilee Picnic! 

To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we had a Jolly 

Jubilee picnic on Friday! Wearing our red, white and blue 

clothes (and decorating the school with Class 1’s bunting 

from Design and Technology and decorations that we had 

made), we all enjoyed a delicious afternoon tea style lunch! 

We also received our special Jubilee badge - a 

commemorative gift from the parish - and finished off our 

portraits and poems: make sure you have a look at them on 

Saturday 4
th

 June in the Village Hall as part of the 

celebrations! 
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Cumbria County Council Family Learning 

This week, we held the first of our Family Learning Resilience and Wellbeing sessions for parents 

and children. It was great to be able to provide this free service and the children and adults who 

attended were extremely positive about this first taster session. The five week programme will 

begin after the holidays if anyone would like to join in.  

 

 

Well done, everyone, for a brilliant half term with lots of 

amazing learning! 

 We’ll see you back in school on Monday 6
th

 June! 
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