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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  86     Helvellyn  91    Blencathra  85  

 

 

Class 1 News: 

 

We had a brilliant time conducting a scientific investigation linked 

to our Talk for Writing story, The Three Billy Goats Gruff. Our 

investigation focused on exploring materials to discover which 

materials would be best for building a strong and waterproof 

bridge. We began by deciding on which 

materials we were going to use in our 

investigation, agreeing on stone, wood, metal, plastic and paper and made 

our predictions about which materials would be the most effective. We then 

discussed the necessary requirements to ensure that we conducted our 

investigation fairly. We had great fun conducting 

our research and recording our findings!  

 

In Class 1, we have been writing our imitation 

stories linked to The Three Billy Goats Gruff. In 

Year 1, we used our knowledge of the story to 

write our own versions and, in Nursery and 

Reception, we researched and built our own bridges using various 

different resources. We are really confident at retelling the story now 

too!  

 

In Nursery and Reception Maths, we have been learning all about 

comparative language, including comparing whether 

numbers are more than or fewer than a given number. We 

have been experimenting with this; using objects, number 

cards and five frames to help us when counting and 

comparing. In Year 1, we have been focusing on positional 

language and accurately ordering things based on their 

positions. We have also been differentiating between left 

and right which has been a bit tricky but we are getting 

there!  

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News: 
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In our Computing lessons, we are now learning about animation. This week, we started to 

create our very own mini animations using the ‘Stop Motion’ app on the iPads. Stretching our 

collaboration learning muscle, we worked in groups to decide what we were 

going to draw for each frame and how we were going to put the frames 

together to create a story. We talked about how to draw the 

different frames accurately and picturing them in the correct 

order. We decided that it would be a good idea to start with 

simple pictures with a gradual movement, so that it was clear to 

the audience when something was changing.  Next week, we 

are going to add some audio (sound) to our stories and see if 

we can improve them further. We are really enjoying creating 

our own animation videos and cannot wait for next week’s lesson!  

 

During our Design and Technology lessons this week, we have been working towards finishing 

our Bronze Age roundhouses. We used some brown paper to weave 

around the wooden structure to act as the wattle and daub- we 

really had to persevere as it got quite fiddly, the more layers that 

we added. To replicate the effect of the thatched roof, we shared our 

ideas and decided to stuff the roof with paper balls to add some 

height, before wrapping strips of paper across the balls of paper 

and adding straw-like materials to make it look authentic.  Some of 

us decided to use the small wooden sticks to add a different texture to our models, too. 

Making links to our earlier Stone Age learning, we compared the Stone Age Mesolithic huts to 

our Bronze Age Roundhouses to identify the similarities and differences. 

 

In our Science lesson this week, we have been exploring the force, gravity. In particular, we 

have been learning about ‘gravitational pull’; conducting our very own mini investigation to 

determine if the mass of an object affects its gravitational pull. In groups, we collaborated to 

weigh and record the mass of each object, using grams and kilograms, and then decided 

which factors would stay the same and which would change 

and why: the ones that we changed were our variables.  
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We took it in turns to drop each item from the same height and we 

used the iPads to time how long it took for the item to hit the ground. 

We had to make sure that we were observing carefully, as some of 

the objects dropped a lot quicker than the others and we had to try 

and be as accurate as we could when measuring! After we had tested 

each item 3 times and the time that it took it to fall, we calculated the 

average time for the drop. Our findings matched some of our initial predictions and we had a 

big discussion about which objects had the biggest gravitational pull (demonstrated by the 

quickest times) and which items were slower to reach the ground and 

why. As a class, we stretched our reasoning skills to come up with our 

answers and think about and prove why our results came out the way 

they did.  

 

During our Literacy learning this week, we have been writing 

our wishing tale ‘hot writes’; using our ‘box it up plans’ 

and ensuring we apply all of the SPAG elements we have 

been learning about, in our writing. We came up with a writer’s toolkit for the 

features that need to be in our stories and we ticked off the features as we went 

along. As a class, we have been working hard to learn about fronted adverbials, 

inverted commas, prepositions and similes, so we tried to ensure these were in our stories. 

We all persevered with our writing and everyone split their wishing 

tales up into paragraphs. We used our great imaginations to create 

interesting stories and extended our sentences with conjunctions; 

adding lots of adjectives for extra detail, too 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton): 

 

In Class 3 literacy lessons this week, we have completed our Quest tale 

‘hot writes’. With a focus on setting descriptions, these stories tell the tale 

of Varjak Paw and the quests he must complete, all whilst facing danger 

and decisions along the way. In preparation for these final stories, we 

developed  our understanding of how we can build description throughout 

our settings, by writing ‘short burst’ paragraphs- one with a negative 

setting to portray the upcoming danger in our tales, and one with a more 

positive setting to show the resolution of the story. We have been trying to 

use a wide range of punctuation and types of sentence structures to add 

detail and effect, too. We are all really proud of our narratives and we 
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have been comparing how much progress we have made from the beginning of the year, up 

until this point. Here are some snippets for you to enjoy:  

 

‘The Elder Paw’s whispered words (which suffocated Varjak’s mind) echoed proudly around the 

mysterious room.’ Evan 

 

‘There was no sign of happiness at all, twisted branches down below were clawing at Varjak’s 

feet.’ Louisa 

 

‘The rain lashed on the white cloudy window as Varjak turned around: every second, every 

minute, every hour seemed to tick by as he saw twisted trees as sharp as knives.’ Holly 

 

‘The lightning lashed as it blinded Varjak’s amber eyes, the wind suffocated the tree leaves and 

rain drenched the dying grass.’ Zach 

 

‘Outside, fog covered like a blanket. The rain lashed into his small whiskers: no hope, no ideas 

and no sword. Varjak stared, his eyes of stone glistening.’ Chloe  

 

‘The thick mist tore the sky in two: rain lashed the smashed windows, wind snapped the 

gnarly branches and Varjak’s heart faded’. Jasmine 

 

As part of our literacy lessons, we have been continuing to be 

enthralled by the real adventures of Varjak Paw; settling down 

by the fire to listen to the next few chapters. Settling down by 

the fire? Yes (albeit digitally!)! As we listened, we made sure 

we were comfortable, turned off the lights and put a video of 

an open fire on our interactive screen. This really set the 

atmosphere and we reflected (at the end of the lesson), that we  

were really able to become absorbed in the text, as well as 

identifying key literary features that we have been learning about. 

We have also been continuing to use the dictionary to learn and 

understand the meaning of new and unfamiliar words.  

 

 

 In PE, we have all been taking part 

in a fitness challenge set by William 

Howard School. We have been pushing ourselves to be the best 

that we can be; completing everything from shuttle runs to star 

jumps, and squats to burpees! We have also been continuing to 

track and monitor our fitness by completing our third Bleep test- so 

many of us have beaten our previous scores! We have also started  

learning our new sport this week: football.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

In Maths, we are really enjoying fabulous 

fractions, in Year 6! We have been making links 

to factors and multiples (our learning from last 

week) and using pictorial representations to 

identify and calculate fractions in their simplest 

form, as well as ordering them in ascending 

and descending order. In Year 5, our 

perseverance has paid off and we have secured 

our formal method of multiplication, for 2dg x 

2dg numbers and 3dg x 2dg numbers. In Year 

4, we have completed the latest unit of learning 

(multiplication, division and problem solving) 

and we are looking forward to the next chapter!  

 

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold): 

 

What an exciting week we’ve had in Class 3 

in our foundation subjects! In Design and 

Technology, we have been making our 

replica Ancient Egyptian Canopic chests. 

These were important wooden boxes that Ancient Egyptians 

made to house the four Canopic jars that contained each 

organ that was removed through the mummification process. 

We have been persevering to measure, cut and decorate each 

of these wooden faces, which will make up our chests. We have all been 

working hard to develop our sawing techniques; using 

a saw safely to cut out the 6 faces of our chests. We 

then smoothed each edge using sandpaper and began 

decorating them using paint; referring to our designs 

to make sure they were authentic. Next, we will glue 

our chests together ready to go into our own 

Hallbankgate Village School Ancient History Museum!  

 

In Geography this week, we have 

been learning about international 

trade and transport. We had great 

fun recapping all our world map 

knowledge with our new giant world 
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map floor mat. In our lessons, we have been learning lots of new vocabulary, including the 

terms: climate, biome, national and international and in every lesson, we make lots of links to 

our previous learning using all the vocabulary we’ve learned so far- we’re getting really good 

at using our new words accurately, too. In our lesson this week, we used a food item, aimed 

at children: a Kinder Egg. Using this as a stimulus, we worked in groups to figure out where 

all the component parts/ingredients came from and how international trade and transport 

networks work. In our groups, we had to collate our information and put each step of the 

manufacturing process in order. We then placed all our information on our world map using 

atlases so that we could see where everything came from. We discovered that in the process of 

making a simple Kinder Egg; 5 continents are involved; 3 different natural resources are 

extracted and processed and 3 main food ingredients are grown and processed.  

 

 

To get those main ingredients from their origin to our local shop, 

road, rail, shipping and pipelines are used!  

 

 

 

 

At the end of the day on Thursday we had a very exciting virtual visitor 

in Class 3 as we have been invited to join a ‘Celebration of Life’ project 

linking with a school in Lima, Peru. A teacher from the school (John), 

popped into our class all the way from Peru to introduce the project and 

to ask us what we already know about this country: we had so many 

questions to ask him! Some children from the school in Peru are making 

us a fact file all about their country and their lives in 

Peru, along with some interview questions for us to 

answer. Mrs Arnold will be running a Geography club 

on Thursday lunchtimes for any Class 3 children who’d like to help make our 

responses. This is a global project and we hope that it may lead to some more 

links with other places in the future. A letter will be coming home soon to seek 

permission to join in with the project, so look out for that over the next week.  

 

 

Design your own meal competition 

 

Class 3 have received their ‘Design a Meal’ template, which 

is part of our exciting new termly competition that we are 

running with Hallbankgate Hub. Class 3 are busying 

designing their own meal and - once they have dropped 

their finished plates off at the Hub-, the lucky winner will 
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win all of the ingredients to make that meal! We can’t wait to hear more about who has 

entered and who has won! 
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Collective Worship  

 

Our Picture News assembly allowed us to think carefully 

about Individual Liberty, which is 

one of our British Values. We read 

different viewpoints from different 

children to try and emphathise with 

other children and their points of 

view, making links to how we can 

keep ourselves healthy. 

 

On Wednesday, we were inspired by inspirational people around the world, 

including; Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King, Ghandi, John Lennon and the 

Olympic athlete, Louis Smith. We made links to all of our British Values; finding out 

how each of these people influenced and changed the world for the better and how 

perseverance was the learning muscle that each of these people would have 

stretched. We learned about what these people worked so hard to achieve and made links to 

previous assemblies (from UK Parliament Week and Anti-bullying Week), where we reflected on 

how we can use our voices for change and how we can improve the world we live in. We 

were inspired by the following quote by Nelson Mandela: “Education is the most powerful 

weapon which you can use to change the world.” This helped us to 

understand that the more we learn about the world, the better global 

citizens we can be and the more we will be able to understand and 

tolerate the viewpoints of others and empathise with their feelings.  

 

 

Reflecting on thankfulness, we also listened to the story of Jesus 

and the 10 lepers, as well as the Woodcutter and the 3 wishes. We talked about how it’s easy 

to keep wishing for new things but sometimes we need to look at what we have got and think 

about what we’re thankful for. 
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