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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Evie, Louisa and Willow 

Headteacher’s Award: George 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw 18 Helvellyn 11  Blencathra 14 

 
 
Class 3 News 

 

Over the last few weeks we have been starting to learn about the UN 

Conventions on the Rights of the Child, as part of our work towards 

becoming a Rights Respecting school. We have been 

learning about Needs (rights) vs. Wants and sorted 

different objects and activities into two different 

groups, explaining our thinking behind each one. In 

Class 3 we extended our learning; exploring stories 

of children from around the world that did not have 

access to their rights. These included the right to medicine and health 

care, the right to speak their own language and practise their own culture and religion, the right 

to be protected from work and the right to food and a decent place to live. Each story involved 

children aged between 7 and 11 years old and 

children in our school stood up to help us 

imagine what it would be like for them if they 

were not allowed to go to school, had to carry 

water for miles, had no toilets, food or shelter 

or had to fight in wars. We really stretched 

our empathy and listening learning muscle 

and are looking ahead to finding out more 

about our rights. 

 

In our PSHE lessons, we have been extending our knowledge of charities 

to learn about money in the wider world. We have been discussing 

how we spend it, how it is spent within our household and the 

different features of payslips. After exploring what they looked like, 

we found out what National Insurance numbers and Tax Codes are 

for, as well as P.A.Y.E, pension contributions and gross and net 

pay. We found it fascinating how many deductions there can be! We 

have also been exploring how different jobs have different salaries, 

based on the skills and qualifications required. 
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In literacy this week, we have been 

exploring features of grammar 

through noun towers: identifying 

nouns, determiners, prepositional 

phrases and sentences with ed/ing 

endings to describe our characters 

and settings. We have also planned out our wishing tale warm writes; imitating the literary 

and figurative features from our model text. 

 

In maths, we have been extending our knowledge of 

number and place value. In Year 6, we have started 

to learn about formulaic expressions and the Order of 

Operations to help us solve complex calculations. We 

have been practising this little saying to help us 

remember what to do: “Deal with the brackets, divide 

and multiply, add and subtract!” Lots of the problems 

we had to solve required us to identify what to do 

first, despite having upwards of 6 numbers and 

operations in the calculation! We are all really excited 

to see the changes made on TT Rockstars, too, and 

have been challenging Miss Hutton to times table battles! 

 

In Class 3, we have continued our topic work by making our own compasses with a 

needle, magnet, bowl of water and a repurposed ice cream 

tub.  We checked to see if these were pointing north by 

comparing the polarisation against a navigation compass.  

As part of this learning we have been recapping the 4 

cardinal and 4 intercardinal points of a compass.  As part 

of our geography learning we have also been investigating 

the best location for a castle to be built.  We used our 

reasoning skills to decide which location would be best and 

discussed the advantages and disadvantages.   

 

In Art, we have been learning about the Pointillist style of painting 

and using colour.  We have explored the work of artists including 

Seurat and Signac. In the Pointillist style we have created samples 

of colour experiments using paint and pictures using felt tip pens.  

To do this, we were only able to use dots of colour or paint and 

we were not allowed to mix the paint in the palette, we only used 

‘pure’ dots of colour which blended on the page.   
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In computing, we have explored the benefits of the internet 

and have considered cyberbullying and how to keep ourselves 

safe online.  We discussed how most social media platforms 

have an age restriction of at least 13 but that if we came 

across anything online that upset us or that we were unsure 

about, we should tell a trusted adult.  We have also continued 

our Scratch projects and have started to create programs for 

our sprites.  We will continue to develop our programming skills and consider how to 

debug any programs if the need arises.   

 

 

Class 2 News 

In our Geography Topic ‘Amazing Places and Spaces in the UK’ we have been exploring the 

difference between ‘human’ and ‘physical’ features of England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and 

Wales. We found out that a physical feature is naturally occurring on the land and human 

features of land have been 

impacted by human activity 

and were not there originally. 

As a class, we had to be 

resourceful and make links 

between which pictures were a 

physical feature and which 

were a human feature. We 

drew pictures of different 

features and labelled them.  

 

In preparation for the Harvest Festival, we have been creating our own special harvest  

prayers. We have been learning about the importance of this festival and why we celebrate it at 

this time of year. Using our great questioning skills, we came up with a set of questions that 

we wanted to find out 

the answers to and as a 

class, we are exploring 

these together. We have 

enjoyed practsing 

reading our our special 

prayers to the rest of the 

class and producing the 

lovely artwork to go 

alongside our writing.   
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Class 1 News 

 

We have been exploring some of the different fruits and vegetables that 

have been growing in the wildlife garden. We found potatoes, carrots, 

beetroot, beans and onions that had been growing, and using the 

magnifying glasses, we investigated some of their different features 

such as roots, stems and leaves. We have also been learning about 

where other fruits and vegetables grow, exploring food which is grown 

underground, on plants above the ground and on bushes and trees. As 

part of this learning we also grouped some of the role play food from 

our shop, sorting them into fruit or vegetable categories.  

 

We have also been developing and extending 

our dance skills in PE this week. We have been 

focusing on weather and have considered 

using different levels, directions and 

movements to represent different types of 

weather. These movements have been co-

ordinated to music and we have enjoyed 

sharing our ideas collaboratively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assemblies this week 

This week we have been learning about actions and 

consequences; listening to the story of a little girl that set 

off the fire alarm for a joke. We talked about how we are 

responsible for our actions and decisions and how we 

should try and make the right choices- even if our 

friends might want us to do something different. In our 

singing assembly, we continued to learn more parts of ‘Happy’. This week, we practised singing 

it without the backing singers which meant we had to listen really carefully to the beat (so that 

we sang in time) and the pitch of the instrumental version so we were singing in the right key! 

We have also been learning about first aid in assemblies this week. We explored a story and 

different scenarios about where and how first aid can be used to help people in need. This 

built upon our First Aid training that we did in Class 3 with Carlisle United at the beginning of 

term. As part of our assemblies, we have a focus on British Values. This week, our focus was 

Individual Liberty and that in emergency situations, we may need to act quickly to help others. 

We focussed on how first aid training can help provide us with knowledge and understanding 

to make choices that could save lives.  
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Harvest Festival  

 

On Friday 27
th

 September, School Learning 

Council decided that we should come to 

school in non-school uniform, in return for 

bringing in produce for the Harvest 

Festival. This year, we sang songs and 

hymns about our world and read prayers 

and poems. We also shared a short 

performance about Harvest and what it 

means, using the letters in this word to 

make words; share, rest, eat, have, save and starve. After the service, there was an auction of 

harvest produce which links to the learning we have been doing in Class 3 PSHE lessons. We 

have been learning about charities and why they are so important, and this year, non- 

perishable items were donated to Carlisle Key, a charity supporting young homeless in Carlisle, 

and money raised from the auction was 

split between the Bishop of Carlisle's 

Harvest for the Hungry Appeal (supporting 

farming development projects in Malawi 

and South Africa) and Farlam Parish 

Church. We all worked really hard and 

baked 17 loaves of bread.  Thank you 

everyone for your generosity in donating 

produce and for your support on the 

evening. 

 

 
 


