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Learners of the Week: Azalea, Lydia and Hannah  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  118    Helvellyn  123    Blencathra  102 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 
In our maths learning this week, we have been focusing 

on the shapes, square and rectangle. We talked about 

some of the different properties of the 

shapes and some of the similarities and 

differences. We also used the rhyme ‘2 

short, 2 long, rectangle’ to differentiate 

between a square and rectangle as both shapes have 4 edges and 4 corners. We 

matched similar shapes together and went on shape hunts to find squares and 

rectangles around the classroom- we also made squares and rectangles using 

matchsticks. 

 

In our phonics learning this week, we have continued to develop our understanding of digraphs, 

focusing on ch, sh, th and ng. We have been applying our learning by matching CVC words to 

their corresponding pictures and undertaking guided reading and guided writing activities. We 

also had great fun creating words and our names using 

multilink letter cubes. In phonics in Nursery, we have been 

exploring creating voice sounds. Using mirrors, we explored 

how our mouth changes shape based on the sound we form 

and also had fun playing a voice sounds lotto game. We 

had brilliant fun creating trumpets too using card and then 

experimenting with different voice sounds using our 

trumpets.  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning we added colour to the 

pencil landscape outlines we had already created. We learnt about some of 

the different techniques when using watercolours, including altering the 

vibrancy of a colour. We talked about 

some of the different colours which 

would typically be used within a 

landscape painting, but were inspired 

by sunsets and sunrises and how 

they would change the colours in a 
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landscape painting too. We also experimented with different 

sized brushes, discovering that certain brushes could be 

used for different purposes. 

 

In our music and expressive arts and design learning, we 

enjoyed exploring the glockenspiels, altering the different 

notes we played. We played particular notes alongside our 

singing which 

required careful concentration to sing and play at the 

same time! 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this 

week, we explored the festival of 

Chinese New Year. We learnt about 

what the festival represented and 

how it is celebrated around the 

world. We enjoyed looking at images and watching videos of people 

celebrating from different countries and also had a great time creating our 

own Chinese New Year lanterns. They looked brilliant and were a fantastic 

way of developing our fine motor skills and scissor 

accuracy. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, we have 

continued to develop our understanding of plants this week. 

We had a fantastic time sowing our own seeds this week, 

using our knowledge of what plants need to grow from last 

week to help us. We are also conducting an investigation into 

conditions for effective growth, placing one seed in dark 

conditions, one without water and one in cooler conditions. We are interested to 

see what happens over the coming weeks and to see how our seeds in optimum 

growing conditions develop too! Linked to our 

planting, we created diagrams to demonstrate 

how to plant a seed, including the steps you 

need to take- in Year 1, we also wrote short 

instructions. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our PE lessons this week, we have been focusing 

on different rolls including the teddy bear and log 

roll.  We also worked hard on stretching our imitating 

muscles as we have been practicing forward and 

backward rolls.  We had to persevere in order to get 

the technique correct to stay safe and it was 

challenging to ensure we had enough momentum to 

follow the roll through. 

  

In our maths learning this week, in Year 2 and 3 

we have been focusing on multiplication and 

division facts, recognising that they are inverse operations and using this 

knowledge to work out problems.  In Year 1, we took our maths learning outside to order numbers 

to 20. We used chalk and number cards to successfully order the numbers and identify 1 more 

and 1 less than a number also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been continuing with our class story Dogger.  In Year 

1, we have been writing speech bubbles for the characters using pictures from the story as a 

stimulus.  In Year 2 and 3, we have been learning about adverbs and - in particular - fronted 

adverbial phrases. We’ve written sentences to include this new learning, too.  

 

In our science learning this week, we reflected on the basic needs of animals in order to survive.  

We watched a video focusing on this and identified how these basic needs 

are met in varying ways for different 

animals.  This was interesting and we were 

quite surprised to learn that sea life absorb 

water rather than drink it. 

 

In RE we have been learning about the Lord’s 

Prayer, what it means and why it is important to Christians. 

 

It has been really lovely to see so many smiling faces this week as many of the children in Class 

2 celebrate their successes of improved scores in their spelling tests and completing their reading 

challenge sticker charts. Reading is a key skill and in order to prepare children, particularly 

within Year 2, for assessments it is important that children read regularly at home. Within 
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school, we listen to all of the children read weekly, either individually or through guided reading, 

and we check reading records daily, in order to support the wider reading progress of each 

child. 

 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

What a super busy week we have had in Class 2! 

During our design and technology lessons this half 

term we have researched, planned and designed our 

very own Cumbrian meal to cook. After spending time 

planning our meal, we had a go at cooking the main 

course of Cumberland sausage, mash, vegetables and 

onion gravy. First of all, we collected our ingredients 

and had a safety briefing from Miss Johnstone 

demonstrating how to chop using the bridge method 

which is a great safe way to chop things up. Next, we 

set out stations and everyone had a go at peeling and 

chopping the potatoes, cutting up the vegetables and 

sausages. Miss Stothers went to the big kitchen and 

with the help of 

a small number 

of children she 

cooked the food 

using the oven 

and hobs. When 

the food was ready and cooked properly, we all had a 

taste of it and the sausages were a fantastic hit! The 

next day we completed an evaluation sheet for our meal. 

We cannot wait to make our chosen Cumbrian desert in 

the next few weeks.  
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In our phonics learning this week, we have moved onto the ‘Higher Level 5 - Switch it spellings’ 

and focused on group two (u, ow, ie and ea). Each of the sounds looked the same but sounded 

different. For example; we learnt that the word pie has the ‘ie’ sound and spelling in it but that 

the word ‘Priest’ had the ‘ie’ spelling but it sounded 

like an ‘ea.’ We had a go at deciding which side 

each spelling went on the chart and we had to use 

our noticing skills to carefully decide the correct 

side. If we were unsure we had a go at sounding 

the word out and this was great to help us to 

realise if it sounded like an ‘ie or an ea.’  

 

This week in our geography learning, we carried 

on looking at human and physical features and 

this week we focused on human and physical 

feature of the Hallbankgate Village. We 

collaborated together to have a discussion about what was in the village and which features 

were human and which were physical with explanations for our answers. Next, we compared 

the features of Hallbankgate to the features of the city Carlisle. In small groups we could reason 

with each other to compare the features of the village and city. We made some brilliant 

observations and comparisons with superb reasons for our answers going into great details for 

why a village was more rural and the city was urban.  

 

 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)   

In our maths learning this week, we have working hard to master 

formal written methods of multiplication in Year 5 and division in Year 

4. We’ve been making lots of links to our knowledge of factors and 

multiples and have gained more and more confidence over the course of 

the week. To help us in our learning, we have been using a range of 

models and resources to ensure that we fully understand the process, 

not just the method. In Year 6, we have been stretching our noticing 

learning muscle to explore the relationship between imperial and metric 

units over the course of the week. Having initially compared and 

converted between a range of metric units (for example mm, cm, m and km), we’ve spent the 

remainder of the week exploring the relationship between metric and imperial units. We all 

thought that it was interesting that we’d heard of different units in different contexts - like 
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ounces in baking and yards in football matches - despite us using metric units the majority of 

the time.  

 

This week, we have continued to use examples from our class 

text, Mortal Engines, to explore the how the author creates 

cohesion within the story. Using different highlighter pens, we 

identified adverbials of time and place that we have been able 

to ‘magpie’ and weave into our ‘Warm Write’ stories. At the end 

of the week, we explored how modal verbs can be used to 

suggest possibility and how 

these can help develop a sense 

of tension when writing tales of fear. We are all enjoying our new 

handwriting lessons too and have been working hard to form each 

letter correctly and have a good position for writing.  

  

It has been wonderful to see how 

enthusiastic we have all been with our new maths home learning books 

- with some of us completing in excess of 4 or 5 pages over the course 

of the week! We are making sure that we really understanding each 

target in our Maths Passports, too, and have enjoyed using lesson times 

and break times to prove just how secure our understanding is!  

 

In our PSHE learning, we have all been incredibly mature 

when discussing how medicines can help the human body, 

as well as identifying how substances or activities such as 

smoking can harm the body. We 

also identified different types of 

medication and what they are used 

for, as well as how to be safe 

around them. As part of our 

learning at the beginning of term, we collated our ideas about what a 

healthy lifestyle would look like and some children identified that 

smoking would not be a healthy choice. This week, we learned some of 

the effects of some smoking on the body, as well as the wider 
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implications for a person, their family and those around them. We’ll build on this learning next 

week, as well as moving on to learning about the effects of alcohol.  

In our Design and Technology learning this week, we began our lesson by completing a POP task 

(Proof of Progress task). Using Google Forms, we each completed a retrieval quiz that 

demonstrated just how much we have learned about each food group and their purpose in 

supporting the human body. Following our POP task, we set about recapping what we know 

about Roman diets on Hadrian’s Wall and whether or not the evidence suggests that they would 

have had a balanced diet. Using all of our evidence and knowledge about food groups, we 

began to co-construct toolkits that will support us when write a discussion text next week. We’ve 

identified the question that we are looking to discuss (Did the Roman Army on Hadrian’s Wall 

have a balanced diet?) and have written our introduction so far. We have lots of information 

and knowledge ready to use to present opposing ideas when presenting both sides of the 

argument.  

 

In Religious Education this week, we have been summarising our 

knowledge of the value of truthfulness and how religious texts 

and fables can help people to lead their lives. Using the stories 

and religious teachings that we have studied over the last few 

weeks, we have stretched our making links and distilling learning 

muscles to select the most important information needed to write an explanation text.  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)   

We’ve had great fun across our foundation 

subjects this week! In our art lesson on 

Wednesday, we explored a technique called 

‘Trois Crayons’ which translates as ‘Three 

Pencils’. This technique was used by Peter 

Paul Rubens as he studied art and by only 

using three colours, one dark, one white and 

one mid tone/primary colour, you are forced to 

think carefully about the shading and tone of 

an image and make decisions on what detail to include, what to highlight and where the 

shadow is. To complete our own art works we were given three chalks. First, we explored the 

marks we can make with chalks and how we can use them to create line, shading and texture. 

We had great fun blending and getting our 

whole hands involved! Then, just as Peter 

Paul Rubens did, we looked carefully at 

images of Roman sculpture to use at the 

subject for our main artworks. There was a 

lot to think about as we had to consider the 

shape and line of the figures, then identify 

the light and dark areas to highlight with our 

black and white chalks and then the tonal 

range in between where we would use our 

primary colour. Chalks are tricky and many 

of us were out of our comfort zones, but we 

all persevered and created some beautiful 

images.  

 

 

On Thursday we learned all about the 

heart, its function and role within the 

circulatory system. We remembered a lot of 

information from the previous week about 

our blood and blood vessels and we were 

able to link this to the functions of the 

heart. We worked in pairs to research the 

anatomy of the heart, labelling the parts 

and finding out each parts function before we got a chance to 

explore our new heart models to see how it all works together to 

ensure a constant supply of nutrients and oxygen to our whole body. The BEST part of the 

lesson came though when we got to look inside a real heart. By watching Mrs Arnold dissect a 
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pig’s heart we were able to see the blood vessels leading into and out of 

the heart, the thickness of the muscle on the left-hand side compared 

with the right and the four chambers inside that help pump and create a 

constant and unidirectional flow of blood around the body. It was 

fascinating:  we asked some excellent questions and even donned gloves 

to feel just how thick and tough 

the muscle is, as well as the 

heart-string tendons that hold the 

valves in place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Outdoor Play and Learning (OPAL) 

 

We’ve all enjoyed setting up and playing in our new role play area this week! After telling our 

teachers that we would like to have a vets and animal hospital, we have worked together to set 

this up and get everything just how we would like it! We have also been working together to 

begin to redevelop our digging pit and mud kitchen...we have grand plans so watch this space! 


