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Learners of the Week: Azalea, Scarlett and Ruby 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  169    Helvellyn  167   Blencathra  153 

 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Nursery this week, we have been 

developing our understanding of numbers between 1 

and 5. We have been counting aloud using number 

songs and rhymes to support us when sequencing 

numbers. We have also been looking at numerals 

linked to the numbers 1 to 5 and have been working on accurately counting out numbers of 

objects and recognising subitising patterns. In maths in Reception, we have been expanding our 

knowledge of patterns, utilising our noticing skills to support us when creating a range of 

different patterns. We created patterns using different movements, using a 

range of different resources and even used our noticing skills to spot errors 

in patterns or what would come next in the pattern. 

We have also continued to develop our knowledge of 

doubles and are becoming more confident in recalling 

doubling facts up to double 5, using our doubling 

rhyme and our fingers to help us remember. We also 

began learning about odd and even numbers and the 

Numberblocks were really helpful in supporting us 

with this! 

 

In phonics in Reception this week, we have been recapping our knowledge 

of y, z, zz and qu. We have been focusing on our fine motor skills and letter formation this 

week and have been applying our understanding of our focus letters through reading and 

writing activities. In phonics in Nursery, we have been exploring syllables and forming different 

noises using our mouths and mirrors to 

help us see the 

shapes our mouths 

were making. We also 
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had a great time playing with the ribbons to develop our 

gross motor skills and digging for treasure in the sand.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning, we continued developing 

our understanding of the story of Handa’s Surprise. Last 

week, we enjoyed acting out the movements of each of 

the animals from the story and identified our favourite 

animals and fruits. This week we linked animals to their 

fruits and sequenced the story 

accurately. We also created a collaborative 

story map and are looking forward to creating 

our own story maps soon. 

 

 

 

 

Class 1 News 

(Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world 

learning this week, we recapped our 

learning about the Bible and the importance 

of the Bible for Christians. We then focused on learning about the stories 

of the Good Samaritan and the Lost Sheep. We discussed the moral of the 

story and what the stories intended to teach people. We also made some 

brilliant links between the Christian symbol of the cross and the learning 

we did about Easter and what the cross represents. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning we continued to develop our understanding 

of animals, this week focusing on the diet of different animals. We learnt about the scientific 

vocabulary of herbivore, omnivore and carnivore used to describe the diet of animals and 

discussed which category different animals would fit into. We then each chose an animal to 

draw and describe their chosen diet. 

 

In our design technology and expressive arts and design learning, we used the puppet designs 

we created last week to create our own paper patterns. It was really important to ensure that the 

paper patterns we created would be big enough for us to be able to stitch and create our 

puppets. We are so excited to make a start on our stitching next week! 
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In our history and understanding the world learning this week we began 

our learning about Grace Darling. We looked at images of her, using our 

questioning skills to generate questions about who she could be. We then 

learnt about what she is remembered for and why it is still discussed 

today. 

 

 

Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan) 

 

In our Maths learning this week, in Year 1, we have been learning about halving shapes: we 

talked about what a half meant and discovered that 2 halves had to be equal and that 2 halves 

make a whole.  We all had to really stretch our reasoning skills in order to find different ways 

to make a half.  In Year 3, we have completed our unit on mass and capacity and have now 

moved onto fractions as well. 

 

In Year 2, we have been busy this week preparing for our up and coming SATs.  Over the next 

couple of weeks, we will be embedding the skills needed in order to give the children confidence 

in accessing the papers: we will be looking a range of arithmetic and reasoning questions during 

maths and finding the answers in different texts during literacy.  We have all enjoyed this and 

have been working very hard. 

 

In PE this week, we have continued developing our love of tennis and had a go at some small 

volleys with a partner.   

 

In our science learning this week, we have continued to learn about different habitats.  We 

focussed on microhabitats and learned that the conditions in a microhabitat can be different to 

that of the actual habitat.  

 

In Mrs Keelan’s and Miss Johnstone’s phonics group, we have now completed all of the sounds 

in preparation for the Year 1 phonics screening, planned for the week beginning June 12
th

. We 

continue to consolidate all of the sounds daily and look at real and pseudo words. We have now 

moved onto the spelling rules for Year 1 during our lessons and spellings sent home will be linked 

to the rule or pattern that we are focussing on that week.   
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our music lesson, we have been continuing to learn to play the glockenspiels. 

We recapped playing notes E and D which involved playing a couple of songs to help us to 

remember where the notes were. Next, we moved onto playing C and then C and D in the same 

piece of music. We are getting more confident at playing this musical instrument and each week 

we are building on our music knowledge. As part of the lesson, we learnt that the music ladder 

was also known as a stave. Through lots of determination and perseverance, we are becoming 

better musicians.    

  

In our history learning this week, we have been continuing with writing 

a biography about Emily Wilding Davison (a suffragette). We recapped 

who she was, why she was a significant person and 

what she had to do to be heard. We looked at the features 

of a biography and discussed these before inputting our 

research into the template. In our biographies, we 

included a picture of Emily and some interesting facts. We 

are taking our time with these and will finish them next 

week.  

  

During our geography lesson this week, we looked at the 5 main oceans 

of the world and went into detail about each one; how big they are, 

where they start and end and what kind of creatures live in these habitats.  We also learned the 

terms saline and submerge and discussed these further. As part of our learning, we watched a 

fascinating video clip about the 5 main oceans and within the clip, there was a section all about 

the Mariana Trench. This was 

absolutely amazing and some of the 

children were very knowledgeable 

about the creatures that lived there.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

What another busy week we’ve had in Class 3 this week! In 

our maths learning, we have been 

continuing our geometry learning; 

applying our knowledge so far to 

solve problems. In Year 4, we have 

been getting to grips with symmetry 

and completing symmetrical figures, 

shapes and patterns; making sure that we used the grids in our books carefully 

so as to be as accurate as possible. In Year 5, we have been calculating angles on a straight line 

and around point, as well as applying this knowledge to shapes and their properties. Building 

on our learning from last week, and from our outdoor maths lesson last Friday, we have been 

stretching our making links learning muscle by applying our 

knowledge of angles to solve problems, including angles in different 

types of triangles and quadrilaterals. Using our knowledge of the 

properties of shapes, we were able to deduce and calculate the size of 

missing angles, as well as prove and justify our answers through our 

calculations. In Year 6, we have been 

solving a range of problems linked to 

angles, shapes and their properties and 

have been stretching our reasoning 

learning muscle to fully show and 

explain our calculations.  

In our outdoor maths learning last week, we 

had a brilliant afternoon exploring position 

and direction and co-ordinates, as well translating and reflecting the 

shapes that we had constructed in both the x and y axis! We began the 

lesson by recapping how to read, write and plot co-ordinates (including 

those in all four quadrants), before translating them into a new position. 

Once we had translated the shape, we then showed it reflected across 

both a horizontal and vertical mirror line. We stretched our 

noticing learning muscle to identify 

how the x and y co-ordinates 

changed – depending on where they 

were reflected – and this helped us to 

make sure that we had plotted the 
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reflected shape accurately. Following this, we used bamboo 

canes, protractors, set squares and rulers to make equilateral, 

isosceles, scalene and right angled triangles outside. What a 

brilliant afternoon with lots of outstanding learning!   

In our literacy learning this week, we have been working towards 

writing our own discussion texts, 

based on social media and how it is 

used by children of primary school age. At the beginning of the 

week, we co-constructed a tool kit (which is a little bit like a 

checklist of what to include), having explored some additional 

examples of discussions texts, before planning our own pieces over 

the course of the week. By the end of the week, we had used all of 

this knowledge and understanding to write some very effective 

discussion texts that also support our understanding of how to stay 

safe when using communication technologies online or on devices.  

 

In our daily reading lessons, 

we have been exploring how the authors uses actions, 

feelings and reactions to juxtapose and develop the main 

characters in our class story, Street Child. We have also 

been exploring how the author slowly reveals the plot and 

we revisited our predictions about Jim’s ‘ma’ from last 

week… thankfully, we were correct and had correctly 

identified and interpreted the subtleties in the plot, which 

are not easy skills! 

In our Design and Technology learning, we have been exploring more data sources to help us 

understanding how transport has changed since the Victorian times. We were fascinated by the 

graphs that we analysed and we were able to make generalisations about what the data 

showed. Following this, we began to evaluate the user experience of those driving cars in the 

Victorian era, compared to modern cars and the user’s experience of driving (or being a 

passenger!) today. This then allowed us to identify what improvements could be made to each 

design, as well as what was successful. Finally, we explored the materials that would have 

been/ are used in cars and their properties. Next week, we will be using design software to 

begin to plan our cars before we make a start on their construction: we are very excited! 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we 

started our new science topic on 

plants. We recapped our 

understanding of what a plant is 

and how they can be classified into 

two groups: flowering and non-

flowering. Then, focusing on 

flowers, we learned about a flower’s 

structure and its functions. To put 

our learning into practise we carried 

out a flower dissection - identifying 

each part of the flower and making 

notes on its function on our specimen 

cards.  

 

On Thursday, we carried on our learning 

about plants by learning about how they 

reproduce. We learned that plants can 

reproduce in two different ways: sexually 

and asexually. To observe these life 

processes ourselves, we set up an 

investigation where we have had a go at 

propagating plants in different ways. We’ve 

planted seeds, made root and stem cuttings, planted a tuber and a bulb. We’re excited to observe 

what happens to these plants over the next weeks and months!  

 

We have also started our new history topic on the Victorians. Before we 

stared, we put our knowledge of British history to the test by filling in a 

blank timeline. We could remember so much and we all succeeded in filling in 

the major time periods from the stone age until today. Next, we introduced 

ourselves to the Victorian era. We discussed how historians use evidence to 

deduce information about the past. We put this into practise by exploring four 

paintings from the Victorian era. We had to look at these carefully and pick 

out what we could see, before putting everything 

together to form a deduction. We noticed that lives could have been 

very different for different people through the era as we saw evidence 

of huge poverty alongside wealth and prosperity. From these 

deductions we generated questions that we could use to find out more 

about this famous time in British history.  

Outdoor Play and Learning 
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We’ve had another week of fun during our break times this week! We’ve 

also been very excited to see the installation of our brand new piece of 

play equipment that will support our ongoing play development and 

skills. We can’t wait to try it out next week!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 


