
 

Week beginning 24
th

 February 2020 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week and VIPs:  Ashley, James and Evangeline 

Headteacher’s Award:  Louisa

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  216     Helvellyn  168     Blencathra  137 

 

Class 1 News:  

 

In Class 1 this week we have started to learn the story of The Little Red Hen, 

which is our new Talk for Writing focus text. We have created actions to 

support us when we retell the story and have also 

boxed up the text to identify some of the different 

features. Whilst unpicking some of the key language, 

we were intrigued by the mill and the process in which the flour is created 

to make the bread. Consequently, we researched and watched videos about 

how water wheels used to power the mills and the process involved in 

creating flour. It was great to have the opportunity to explore and learn 

about how technology and processes have changed throughout history.  

 

In PE we have started to develop our tennis skills and our control and co-

ordination when manoeuvring the ball. This week we have been focusing 

on securing an effective hold on the tennis racket and being able to anticipate which direction 

we need to go in to stop or pass the ball back to a partner. We have 

also been working on our throwing and catching skills.  

 

In Year 1, we have been creating weather reports this week to track the 

changes in the weather between the morning and afternoon and day 

by day. Year 1’s were challenged to use their noticing skills to observe 

and then record the weather twice a day for five 

days and it has been really interesting to compare 

and spot patterns. 

 

We have also enjoyed exploring different currencies 

from around the world this week, looking carefully at different notes and 

coins. We discussed their different values and observed that every coin 

was different. It was really interesting looking at the pictures and symbols 

on the coins and we spotted dolphins, fish, crabs and dragons to name a 

few!  
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Class 2 News:  

 

This half term we have started to learn how to 

play tennis during our PE sessions. In the first 

lesson, we had to collaborate with each other to 

pass the ball through the cones using controlled 

shots that were low to the ground. We also looked 

at basic control of the tennis ball while it was 

balanced on our rackets as we travelled around 

the hall. As a class we had to absorb all of the 

new skills and use our listening skills to ensure we were executing each skill correctly.  

 

During our RE lessons we have been learning all about 

the religion Hinduism. This week, we focused on the four 

sacred books for Hindu’s. We learnt that they were called 

the ‘Veda’ they 

all had 

different 

names; Rig 

Veda, Yajur 

Veda, Sama 

Veda and the Atharva Veda. These holy Hindu books 

are very important and are similar to Christian 

bibles that they study and follow. We discovered 

that the old Indian language that they are written in 

is called ‘Vedic Sanskrit’ and we had a go at writing 

some of these words.  

   

Class 3 News: 

 

This week, we have been gripped by the ending of 

our class book, Clockwork. We were hooked on every cliffhanger, every twist and turn in the 

tale and every unexpected event: we had gasped and groans of realisation when the plot was 

slowly revealed. We were fascinated by the idea of a story within a story and many of us 

have imitated this in our Hot Writes. We have been stretching our imaginations to include 

effective descriptions about ominous weather and isolated locations and have been exploring 

the inner workings of a clock to describe how our mechanical characters have been brought to 

life!  
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This half term in computing, we are studying animation.  

We started by exploring early animation including zoetrope 

animation.  It’s quite fascinating to see how multiple still 

images are put together to create a moving effect.  We also 

looked at flipbook animation and put together our own 

flipbook.  It is quite tricky to flip each page so that you 

can see the entire animation.  However, some of us were 

able to film our flipbooks 

to create a short 

animation.   

 

 

 

 

 

In our art lesson, we 

are using the artist 

and manufacturer, William Morris as inspiration for a 

textiles project.  We have looked at how there is a 

theme of nature running through his work, including 

many images of plants, flowers and animals.  This 

week we sketched a study from his work, focussing 

on one element from one of his textile designs.  We had to look at the scale of the different 

parts of the image to help up get the proportions accurate.  Some of us found it tricky to 

capture the shapes in the images and were fantastic at persevering to try and improve our 

sketches.  

 

Assemblies this week: 

 

In our Wednesday assembly this week, we revisited the goals that we had set ourselves at the 

beginning of the Spring term. We shared the progress we had made towards these, how we 

have had to revise and change our plans and what we could do to extend our goals as some 

of us have achieved the challenges we had set. We linked this to Shrove Tuesday, Ash 

Wednesday and Lent, thinking about what we could give up or better still, take up, over the 

next 40 days and 40 nights. We suggested things linked to our learning about wellbeing: 

deciding to take up more exercise, getting outside now that the nights are that little bit lighter or 

even making time to share a story or nature walk with family and friends.  
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Following on from our Picture News assembly, we discussed further if we thought that some 

sportswear gave people an unfair advantage while competing. We came up with a variety of 

different items that may give competitors advantages like special trainers and different 

materials. As a class we posted our thoughts on this week’s news onto the website, 

www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss. We were really excited to discover that some comments that 

we had posted last week had made it onto the website and this week, we noticed that some 

children from other schools across the country had posted 

their thoughts and opinions 

onto the site, too. We 

enjoyed discussing these 

and we decided if we 

agreed or disagreed with 

the other views.  

 

We discussed the importance 

of wearing PE kits while doing sports and why we 

need to wear different clothes. We looked at 

examples of different sportsmen/women doing a 

variety of sports and what clothes they wear and 

why. As a whole school, we reminded each other 

what our PE kit is and in particular we looked at 

why we all wear the same kits for both boys and 

girls. This linked well to our school uniform and we 

had a debate on if we think school uniform is a 

good or a bad idea, explaining our reasons for our 

answers. The British value that linked to our learning this week was, the ‘Rule of Law.’ In 

sporting competitions, it’s important that things are fair for all competitors. The people in charge 

will check things like the clothes and shoes people wear, to make sure the event is equal for all. 

 

Wellbeing Wednesday! 

 

Inspired by our learning on a Friday, some 

of us in Class 3 have set up a new club: 

Wellbeing Wednesday! We are responsible 

for planning what we are going to do to 

improve our wellbeing and this week, we 

decided to do some yoga- even some of the 

teachers joined in! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
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Parent Celebration Assembly and Home Learning Projects  

We welcomed over 30 parents and family members into 

school for our shared celebration assembly on the last 

day of term. We all performed a piece of our literacy 

learning and celebrated things that we have been 

especially proud of this term. In Class 1, we performed a 

dinosaur poem that we had written ourselves, in Class 2 

we had worked hard to learn and 

perform ‘We’ll Meet Again’ by Vera Lynn 

and in Class 3, we performed ‘I 

wandered lonely as a cloud’ by William 

Wordsworth. 

After our assembly, we invited all 

parents and family members into our 

classrooms to share and celebrate our 

amazing home learning projects. 

Everyone was so knowledgeable about their home learning projects and we 

really enjoyed sharing our learning. We think you’ll agree that they are very impressive and an 

excellent snapshot of what we are learning!  

 

 

 

 


