
 

Weeks beginning 24
th

 February and 3
rd

 March 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 24
th

 February: Logan, Elliott and Joss 

  w/c 3
rd

 March: Zoe, Isla and Jasmine 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 74     Helvellyn 56   Blencathra 77  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

What a lovely start to the new the term. In Class 1, we have been busy in 

construction; building roads and creating towers using 

magnetic tiles and building blocks. We have been drawing 

pictures on stones too, thinking about what we were going to 

draw and the shape we needed and then 

how to form it. We have also been practising 

writing our name and forming the different 

letter shapes.  

 

 

In Reception phonics, we have been learning the new digraphs and actions 

for the graphemes ‘ar ar ar go far in a car’, ‘or or or corn corn 

corn’, ‘ur ur ur turn and surf’ and ‘ow ow ow frown and down’. 

We have been wowing Miss Moscrop in our Supersonic Phonics 

tasks, especially Write with Ron, where we have been using our 

segmenting and blending skills to count the sounds within the 

words and then writing them down. When we find the letter 

formation tricky, we use our sound mats to support us by looking at what 

the grapheme looks like, too.  

 

In Reception maths, we have been using our mathematical knowledge from 

least term to order numbers and quantities. We found that when we order 

the quantities in towers, it builds a staircase going up by 1 more each time. 

Using the nursery rhyme ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Once I caught a fish alive’, we were 

able to see how we use both hands to make numbers larger than 5, 

building on our knowledge of number bonds to 10. Using 5 and 1 more, we 

were able to make 6; using 5 and 2 more we were able to make 7 and we 

practised this until we reached 10. Using our new skill, we have been able 

to recognise numbers larger than 5 displayed on finger representation cards 

around our classroom. Finally, we have been ordering the Numberblocks 1 to 

8 and grouping the numbers which are more than 6 and less than 6. What 

mega mathematicians we have been!  
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In Nursery phonics, we have been sorting objects from our sound box into ‘s’ and ‘c’ sounds, 

saying the sound aloud and thinking about the initial sound 

to help us work out which group it belonged to. We repeated 

this task for the ‘t’ and ‘n’ sounds as well and played the 

game ‘describe and find’ where we had a tray of different 

objects that we had to describe and then find!   

We also learnt that syllables are parts of a word that contain 

a sound, also called a beat. Using objects such as pencil, paper, crocodile and dinosaur, we 

tapped out the beats and syllables that we could hear. We also read the story Cock-a-moo-moo, 

where we had to help the cockerel work out how to say cock-a-doodle-doo! We built a farm 

with all the animals in the story and made all the different animal sounds- it was very fun! We 

also played voice lotto, where we had to choose a sound card, make the sound and then match 

it on the picture on the board. What a lot of fun! 

 In maths in Nursery, we have been learning about 

matching sets. We have been identifying a set and 

creating our own matching sets from it. First, we started 

by looking at 3 different collections of bean bags: we 

discussed as a group what we noticed about each 

collection and found that two collections were the same. 

We called this a ‘matching set’ but one collection was 

different. Mrs Beesley tasked us with turning the 

collection into another matching set and we had to use 

our thinking and reasoning skills to complete the task. Mrs Beesley then asked 

us to make a fruit salad but they all had to be matching sets. First, we carefully chopped the 

fruit, then we had to think carefully about which pieces of fruit we were going to use and how 

many pieces we needed. We took it in turns to choose the fruit and the amount, and we had to 

carefully count out the fruit to make sure all our fruit salads were matching. It was a very 

yummy task! We have also been matching shapes to the correct outline and, to do this, we had 

to look at how many corners and edges each one had. 

 

In Talk for Writing, we have been learning our new 

class story Handa’s Surprise and we have been 

learning actions to help us tell the story. In the story, 

Handa’s puts seven delicious fruits in her basket for 

her friend Akeyo but, on her journey to Akeyo’s village, seven cheeky animals 

pinch the fruit without Handa realising! What a wonderful story! 
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Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1: 

 

In computing, we are learning how to use pictograms to show data and 

information. To begin our learning journey, we have learning how to use tally 

marks and, when we reached five, we would cross the middle- we called this 

‘closing the gate’. This made it easier to count our data as we could count in 

fives and we practised creating our own tally charts from data provided. We 

then used pictograms to create a table to show the most popular colours in 

our class and we used a data program to show how each pupil in Class 1 and 2 had travelled 

to school using pictograms. From our pictogram, we were able to see that most children came to 

school by a car but no one came to school on a bike.  

 

In PE, we have been learning the skills that we need to play badminton. 

First, we practised hitting the shuttle with the racket and we did this by 

partnering up and throwing the shuttle to one another. We then practised 

serving the shuttle to our partner- it was tricky 

as we had to time letting the shuttle go and then 

hitting it with the racket. After, we practised 

serving and passing it with our partners.  

 

 In science, we have been learning about seasonal 

changes within a year. First, we had to use our 

current knowledge to order the 12 months of the year 

and we used a song to help us with this. Once we 

had ordered the months, we explored the 4 different 

seasons of autumn, winter, spring and summer. We looked at how the 

weather and environment changes within each season, such as the 

days getting darker, earlier, in autumn and in winter it becomes colder, 

with some animals hibernating. We sorted the months into each season and worked out that each 

season has 3 months within it. We learnt a new word, ‘deciduous’, which means that some trees 

lose their leaves in the autumn. We also learnt that not all trees lose their leaves and some keep 

them all year round and that we call these ‘evergreens’. To help us in our learning, we made an 

observational drawing of the trees in our outdoor area and we found that the trees had started 
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budding and that we could see daffodils. We concluded that we are moving from winter into 

spring. We then had to predict what the tree would look like in summer and draw it. In Nursery 

and Reception, we have been sorting clothes into what we would wear in 

summer and winter and we had to think carefully about the weather and 

what would be appropriate for that season. We have also created 4 different 

trees to represent each season.  

 

 In history, we have started our new 

topic of The Great Fire of London. 

London in 1666 was very busy and 

dirty and there was no electric, running water, toilets or 

sewers. We learnt that houses in 1666 were built very 

close together; were made of wood and had thatched 

roofs which were painted in tar - these materials are 

flammable which means that they will easily set on 

fire! To demonstrate how The Great Fire of London 

spread so quickly, we all pretended to be the houses in London: we had to 

stand very close together and we used a ball as the fire and passed it to 

each other as it spread. We then spread out and found that if the houses weren’t as close the fire 

would not have been able to spread so quickly. We discovered that the 

fire started on Sunday 2
nd

 September 1666 in a bakery on Pudding Lane 

at 1am and Thomas Farriner, the king’s baker, had been baking bread 

and forgot to put out his oven, which was heated by a fire. We were 

amazed to hear that sparks from the fire landed on flour sacks which  

then caught alight and spread across the city from east to west. Nursery and Reception enjoyed 

recreating houses from 1666 using wood, straw and black paint for the tar, as well as baking 

some delicious bread just like Thomas Farriner baked for the king.  
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In DT we are learning all about food and nutrition. We have been 

learning about the 5 different flavours: sweet, salty, sour, bitter 

and umami. To see how the different tastes affected our senses, 

we taste-tested different foods and had to 

work out which flavour it belonged to. We 

have been learning new techniques such 

as ribboning, grating and chopping to 

make some colourful rainbow wraps, too! 

 

 

 

Class 2 News:  

 

What a busy couple of weeks we’ve had in Class 2!  

 

In our literacy lessons, we have started our new class text, 

The Hodgeheg by Dick King-Smith, and, over the last couple of 

weeks, we have been learning how to write instructions. First, 

we explored a set of instructions all about hedgehogs and 

what to do if you find one out in the day time, before learning 

all about their structure and features. We built on this learning 

by working together to write about how to get ready for 

learning, making sure that we included all of the features that 

we needed. Following this (and learning 

about subordinating conjunctions and 

contracted forms), we worked hard to each 

write about how to cross the road safely. 

So that we knew how to cross the road 

safely and what to write about, we had a 

very exciting morning on Tuesday when we 

were joined by Sarah from Pyjama Drama! 

We acted out how to cross the road in 

different ways and at different types of 

crossings and we used this expertly when 

completing our writing task. To make sure 

that our instructions were the best that they 

could be, we spent some time on Friday editing what we had written using our purple pens.  
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In our maths learning, we have been 

learning all about numbers to 50 in 

Year 1 and we have been really 

challenging ourselves to prove the 

value of a number. We’ve been 

showing our understanding through 

a range of models, resources and 

pictorial representations and have 

been getting to grips with a hundred square to help us identify one 

more or one less. In Year 2, we have been learning all about the 2 

times table and how we can represent multiples of 2. We’re looking ahead to learning division 

facts next week! Finally, in Year 3, we have been learning all about length and perimeter. Using 

rulers to measure in cm and mmm, we’ve been learning how to convert between one unit of 

measurement and another, before adding and subtracting different lengths. We’ve been working 

hard to measure different shapes and find their perimeters, too, as well as solve lots of problems 

that are stretching our reasoning and problem-solving skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our World Book Day celebrations, we enjoyed sharing our favourite books with each 

other and creating book recommendations, too.  
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Class 3 News: Years 4, 5 and 6 

 

What an amazing couple of weeks we've 

had. Most excitingly, we had wonderful 

day at the Devil's Porridge Museum in 

Eastriggs. This kick started our project 

with Haltwhistle Film Project on 

Dynamic Northumbria where we're 

creating a creative response to the 

museum and its incredible wealth of 

artefacts and information about a 

fascinating time in history. We really 

enjoyed exploring the museum, meeting the 

curator and hunting for our story spark 

helped by local author Vivien. We found out 

so much about the munitions factory and 

its workers and the impacts it had on the 

local area. Since returning we've spent the 

morning working with Vivien in school to get 

our stories started. We looked at and sketched 

some tools which the women working in the 

factory would have used and began to think 

about what might happen in our stories and 

who our characters might be. Our reading 

VIPERS have also been about the munitions 

factory this week - we had to think hard about 

what working at the factory, learning skills and 

being paid a good wage would have meant for 

the young women working there and how this 

happening across the country might have 

paved the way to women gaining the 

vote.  

 

Alongside this, we've also learned The 

Charge of The Light Brigade by Alfred, 

Lord Tennyson which we're currently 

working on perfecting as a whole class 
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performance to enter into Poetry By Heart at the end of the month. It's starting to sound really 

impressive!  

 

In maths, in Year 4 we've been securing our knowledge of number and 

practising partitioning numbers in flexible ways. We've also been 

working really hard on our times-tables with all of us making good 

progress since the beginning of February. In Year 5 we've been learning 

about fractions and decimals. In Year 6 we've been learning about 

percentages.  

 

In spelling, Year 6 have been practising spelling words with a 'm' sound 

spelt 'mb', Year 5, have been spelling words ending in the suffix 'ancy' 

and Year 4 have been spelling words starting with the prefixes dis, 

mis, un and in. 

 

We've been developing our learning about places 

in French by adding directional language. We've 

learned how to say to the left, to the right and 

straight ahead so far. 

 

We had a fabulous time celebrating World Book 

Day this Thursday, we really enjoyed sharing our 

favourite books, thinking about what we get from 

reading and making book recommendations. We have quite the wish list 

now of new books we'd like for the class based off our favourites!  

 

 

Our afternoons have been super 

busy this fortnight! In science, we’ve 

started our new topic on Evolution 

and Inheritance. To ensure we have 

a firm base for our understanding 

we’ve looked at how fossils can give 

us clues about what living things 

were like in the past and have 

looked at how living things have changed over time. We made a to 

scale timeline of Earth’s existence and were amazed at how little time 

human beings and other complex life forms have been in existence 

for compared to the whole of Earth’s history.  
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In history, we’ve continued our learning about Ancient Greece by learning about two of the most 

powerful city-states, Athens and Sparta. We learned about each place and then compared them, 

identifying many similarities and difference between the two places. 

 

In geography, we’ve learned what a contour line is and how they show us what shape the land 

is in on a map. We even had a go at the tricky task of using contour 

lines to draw a cross-section of a map. In music, we’ve started learning 

about the music genre of hip hop and enjoyed the 90s hit theme song 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air! 

 

Our design skills have been put to the test 

with our new DT topic. We’ve had our design 

briefs and have carried out research to 

identify the features of Ancient Greek style 

sandals. This week, we used this research to 

develop our ideas and create final designs for 

our own pair of sandals which we will 

start making next week.  
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STEM Club 

We’ve had a brilliant couple of weeks in STEM club and 

have finished our rollercoasters! We’ve also been 

enjoying spending some time playing board games to 

support our maths learning 

and we have some Monopoly 

masters in Key Stage 2! It 

was great to be able to try 

something new!   
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Reading at Hallbankgate  
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