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Learners of the Week:  Amira, Freddy and  Joss 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 119    Helvellyn 99     Blencathra 97    

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Phonics in Year 1, we have been focusing on 

continuing to develop our knowledge of alternative 

sounds and the letters which represent them. We 

have been applying our understanding through the 

formation of words and the reading of words 

containing alternative sounds. We have also been 

focusing on the use of question marks and their 

purpose within writing. We looked at examples of questions and also generated our own 

questions, remembering to add our question marks at the end! We also differentiated between 

statements and questions, working out if a full stop or question mark 

was needed. In Phonics in Reception we have been focusing on 

digraphs and in particular digraphs which have multiple sounds, 

namely the ‘oo’ sound. We have also been applying our understanding 

of letters and sounds when reading and writing simple sentences 

together. In Nursery in Phonics we have been spotting the odd one out 

using objects, creating sock shakers to explore different sounds and 

have been investigating stories and rhymes. 

 

In Maths in Year 1, we have been developing our 

understanding of teen numbers and comparing 

numbers using mathematical language and symbols. We have also been 

exploring number bonds to 10, using counters and cubes to create the 

different number bonds and using stem sentences to articulate the number 

bonds aloud. In Reception and Nursery, we have been exploring squares and 

rectangles, focusing on the properties of each of the shapes and their 

similarities and differences. We have applied our knowledge through shape 

hunts and the creation of pictures using shapes.  
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In Geography and Understanding the World, we have continued to 

expand our understanding of maps and mapping techniques. We 

used maps, atlases and globes to explore features such as the North 

and South Pole, the Equator and we also identified the Northern and 

Southern Hemispheres. In Nursery and Reception, we then explored 

where different animals might be found around the world using our 

large Earth map rug, considering whether they would live on land or 

in the sea and in warmer or colder climates. 

In Year 1, we added 

labels to a diagram to 

determine different features on 

a map.  

 

We also had an exciting visit 

to Hallbankgate Hub to the 

library this week. We looked at 

the different books available, sharing stories together 

and enjoying listening to a story too. Then we chose a 

book and used our library cards to check out the books 

and were so excited to take them home and look at them 

properly. We can’t wait to go again soon! 

 

In our Art and Expressive Arts and Design learning, we 

focused on the work of Andy Warhol around flowers. We 

imitated his artwork by drawing and cutting out flowers 

using colourful card and creating 

‘scratch painted’ backgrounds using 

black paint and green card. It was 

really interesting to explore different 

media and develop our knowledge of 

artistic techniques further too.  

 

In Class 1 this week, we have also been developing our 

understanding of ways to stay safe and speak out if 

we have any worries with a trusted adult. In Year 1 we used the NSPCC resources, discussing 

different aspects of our safety and who we would categorise as a trusted adult if we didn't 

feel safe or happy. In Nursery and Reception, we had a circle time regarding trusted adults 

and who those people would be for us and some of the different things we might tell them or 

ask for help about.  
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week we enjoyed 

gymnastics and stretched our 

planning muscles as we practiced 

the key step floor routine.  We also 

enjoyed a selection of games with 

Paul from Carlisle United 

Community Sports Trust. 

 

In RE this week, we listened to the 

story of Jesus and the 10 lepers. We 

talked about how Jesus might have 

felt when only one person came back to thank him. We then reflected on 

people around us who we appreciate and could say thank you to.  We 

created thank you cards for these people to thank them for all of the 

wonderful things they do for 

us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In computing this week, we learnt about 

templates and the orientation of the paper for 

different templates. We created our own 

magazine front cover, making links to our 

learning last week, as we edited our work. This 

was such fun as we were able to choose our 

own pictures and text! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week, as part of our ‘Living Things and their Habitats’ 

topic we have been learning about food chains.  We had a 

discussion about what a 

producer and a consumer 

were and the differences 

between the two. We had a 

go at ordering some of the 

animals and plants to create 

the correct food chains. As part of the discussion around food 

chains, we found out that the arrow in the chain means ‘is eaten 

by or is food for’ and this helped us to realise the correct order of the chain. After learning all 

about food chains, we had a go at creating some of our own using our knowledge of plants and 

animals. We had to use our noticing muscles to check that we had put them in the correct order.  

    

As part of our literacy learning studying the novel, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ we 

have been completing VIPER questions linked to the class text. 

Each week we have been focusing on either vocabulary, inference, 

predict, explain or retrieve using the text to help us. We are getting 

more independent with our VIPER questions now and we are really 

proud of our hard work. This week was super tricky because we 

had to look at an extract from the text and 

apply our SPAG knowledge to find the 

conjunctions and prepositions in the text.  

   

      

During maths this week, we have been 

continuing to learn about multiplication and 

division. The Year 3 children have been practising multiplying by 3 

and 4. As a group, they collaborated together to work out where 

the multiples of 3 and 4 

went on the Venn diagram. 

We made links to our science 

learning as we have been 

learning about Caroll and 

Venn diagrams when 

categorising animals. We then moved onto looking at 

dividing by 8 and we discussed how it was important to 

always start with the biggest number when dividing. As a 
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group, the Year 3 children persevered together to solve the tricky word problems and answer the 

questions on division using their times tables facts.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 3! In our maths learning 

this week, we have been continuing to learn about fractions in 

Year 5 and 6. This week, we have been learning how to multiply 

and divide by integers and other fractions, as well as find 

fractions of amounts. As an extension of our learning, some of us 

set our own problems and conjectures, before 

applying our new learning to solve them. In 

Year 4, we have been extending our knowledge 

of decimals and have been investigating how 

we can write decimals as fractions, too! Lots 

of us are working hard on our maths passports 

too- with a few of us very close to meeting our targets! 

 

In our literacy learning this week, we have been 

using our reading books to explore how authors 

use dialogue to advance the actions in their narratives. After 

creating our very own dialogue toolkit, we then edited the 

examples that we had found to improve this dialogue! At the end 

of the week, we planned our ‘hot 

writes’, making sure that we 

included all of the elements that 

we have been learning over the 

last few weeks.  

 

 

 

 

This week, we have continuing to enjoy reading our reading books and 

our books from the library. We have also been looking at Miss Hutton 

and Mrs Arnold’s reading journals as some of us are reading the same 

books! It is really exciting to compare our thoughts and feelings about 

these books and it is interesting to compare 

what we liked and disliked! We have been 

setting ourselves lots of reading challenges this 

week too; challenging ourselves to finish our book by a certain date, so 

that we can do a quiz and read something new. This week, we have 

used our VIPERS reading skills in lessons too, and we have been 

fascinated to see how our class text has developed each week. 
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

It’s been another busy week in our foundation 

subjects in Class 3. We’ve delved deeper into our 

science learning about evolution and inheritance 

and have explored the processes of natural 

selection and adaptation. First, we looked at 

different type of fox from across the world. We 

looked closely and carefully to notice their inherited 

characteristics before comparing each type and 

noticing similarities and differences. We then thought about the environment each fox lives in 

and spotted patterns between the foxes’ characteristics and the conditions in their environment. 

We noticed how the foxes in colder places had thicker fur and shorter ears, whereas the foxes in 

warm or hotter environments had shorter fur and larger ears. We also 

spotted how all the foxes were coloured to 

camouflage into their habitat. We discussed how 

having characteristics that suit the environment is 

called adaptation. We then applied our previous 

knowledge about inherited and acquired 

characteristics and looked at what happens when 

natural variation leads to some characteristics 

being more favourable to survival than others. We 

learned how this can lead to changes in a 

population through the process of natural selection 

and over a long time these changes can lead to 

evolution. We looked at the incredible population changes of the peppered 

moth through the industrial revolution and after the clean air act. We 

noticed how the population changed due to environmental pressures and 

applied what we knew already to work out what was happening. We then 

played a game which recreated the process the moth populations went 

through and collected data to show population change.  
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Vale School, Haringey 

 

On Friday, we received a phone call from a teacher who 

worked in a school in London! She contacted us to say that she 

had been so inspired by our artwork at the front of the school 

that she wanted to know more about how it was created! Miss 

Hutton explained what it represented and why we had chosen 

to include words like, ‘love’, ‘diversity’ and ‘unity’, as well as 

the symbols and links to the Lake District. The teacher that 

contacted us said that she would send us some photographs of 

the artwork that the children in her school will create and we 

hope to stay in touch to share other exciting learning ideas! It 

would be excellent to stretch our geography learning to compare 

what school is like in London, compared to Hallbankgate, and 

just how different the two places are. How exciting!  
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