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Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  107    Helvellyn  109     Blencathra  99   

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week we really enjoyed 

investigating the cress that we have been 

growing using our different senses. To begin 

with we looked at how the cress has grown, 

observing the leaves, stem and roots. We used 

magnifying glasses to support the use of our 

noticing skills and compared the similarities 

and differences in our different cress plants. Next, we touched the 

cress to see how it felt, describing it as ‘smooth’ 

‘tickly’ and ‘soft’. We then used our sense of smell to explore the cress and 

finally had the chance to taste it. After washing the cress, we then had a go 

at tasting it, some people really liked it but others weren’t so keen! Linked to 

our learning about cress we then built on our senses investigation by creating 

observational drawings of our cress plants. We looked 

carefully at the size and shape of the leaves and also 

the colours we needed to use.  

 

We have also been creating some innovation stories 

linked to our talk for writing story Dogger. We discussed some of the 

changes we were going to make and then created our own story maps 

and retold the story verbally. We came up with some great ideas.  

 

In maths in Year 1 we have been reinforcing our understanding of 

direction and position. We recapped the key Mathematical vocabulary 

and then had a great time playing on a bee bot game on the IPads and 

the interactive screen. We also had fun directing animals through a 

Duplo maze using directional language. It was really 

useful to apply our mathematical understanding 

through practical activities. In Nursery and Reception 

we have been using our prediction skills to estimate the 

number of blocks that can fit into different containers. 

We ordered the containers based on their size and then 

made predictions for each of the containers. Next, we filled the containers 

and then counted the number of blocks we had used on tens frames, 

comparing the number of full tens frames. One of the containers held 54 

blocks! 
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We also helped to support an injured butterfly this week and were 

fascinated to see the butterfly up close. We used our noticing skills to 

look carefully at the different features and were amazed to watch the 

butterfly feeding too! We made some sugary water for the butterfly and 

also collected flowers. It was an incredible experience and made even 

better by the fact that the butterfly recovered and was able to be 

released back into the wild.  

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In our science learning this 

week, we have been stretching 

our noticing and questioning 

learning muscles as we have 

been investigating how seeds 

are dispersed.  We explored 

our outdoor 

learning 

environment to 

search for 

different seeds 

and how they 

might be 

dispersed and 

we discovered 

that some 

seeds might disperse in more than one way.  

 

In our geography learning this week, we have been 

stretching our collaboration and planning muscles as we 

have 

been 

absorbed 

in researching the topic of climate change.  We 

found out what climate change was, what 

effect climate change is having on our planet 

and how we can all contribute to reducing 

climate change and waste. 
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In our Literacy lessons this week, we have been stretching our planning and imitating muscles 

as we produced our ‘Hot Write’.  We discovered that a calming environment (such as dimmed 

lighting and quiet, 

gentle background 

music) helped us to 

become fully 

absorbed in our 

writing! 

 

In PE this week, we have been busy 

doing Sports Day preparation. We 

stretched our persevering learning 

muscles in order to practice lots of the 

different sports, including javelin, discus and long 

jump. We also stretched our collaboration muscles as 

we practiced some team events including the egg and 

spoon race, running races and the three-legged race. 

 

Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been exploring position and direction and learning 

lots of new vocabulary. After completing our pre-unit check last week (to see what we knew 

already), we explored the first quadrant, before moving on to learn about translation. In Year 

6, we extended our learning to include all four quadrants, making sure we correctly identified 

the negative and positive co-

ordinates. Lots of us enjoyed 

our learning so much that we 
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decided to create 

coordinate grids outside at 

break time, setting each 

other challenges and trying 

to find the co-ordinates of 

shapes that we had 

drawn.  

 

 

 

In literacy this week, we have been learning the poem ‘Months’ by Christina Rossetti. On 

Monday and Tuesday, we explored the language and images used in this poem, before learning 

it off by heart and performing it using expression and actions. We noticed how similar the 

structure of this poem was to the poem we explored last week (‘The Wasp’) which allowed us to 

create our own poems in the middle of the week- these poems were so brilliant that we decided 

to make a class anthology! On Friday, we completed our 

class text (Tom’s Midnight Garden) and complete our final 

VIPERS reading activity. We all enjoyed completing our 

VIPERS questions (which help us to improve our skills in 

Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval and 

Summary) and enjoyed having the mystery of the garden 

revealed to us. We reflected on some of our earlier 

predictions and discussed how they had developed and 

changed as more of the book was revealed. We are looking 

forward to our next class text after the half term holidays.   

 

In our PSHE learning this week, we have been thinking 

carefully about decision making and working out the right thing to do. We started our lesson by 

trying to identify the right course of action in a variety of scenarios, before stretching our 

reasoning learning muscle to explain and justify what the right action was. We linked this 

learning to our British Values learning; recognising that we all have the 

right to our own opinions and 

actions, but we need to respect 

the viewpoint of others and take 

responsibility for our actions. 

This built on our learning from 

last week, where we identified 

how people may feel when 

looking at a range of photographs 

depicting conflict.  
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We are now in week 4 of our Bright Stars project! Over the 

last couple of weeks, we have been Hallbankgate 

Historians; making connections between the history of our 

school and village and world-wide events. To document 

and record all of our learning, we have been developing a 

timeline down the main corridor of our school and have 

taken responsibility for all elements of it- even working out 

how many centimetres we need for each year! We decided 

to begin the timeline in 1865 (based on the earliest 

documents that we have found) and have already added 

many interesting facts! As well as developing our timeline, 

we have written to the local newspapers to see if they 

could help us make contact with anyone who was a pupil 

at our school, so that they can share any photographs, 

events or memories, with us. We have also created posters 

to The Hub and can’t wait to hear from anyone who 

attended. 

 

In our French learning this week, we have started to 

learn about pets! We were all really excited to learn the 

different names for common 

pets and have enjoyed 

expanding our French 

vocabulary. We have been 

playing lots of games to help 

us remember these new words, 

as well as testing each other 

using our written work in our 

books.   

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)   

 

This week in Class 3 science, 

we have been looking at 

classification and recapping our vocabulary related to the 

process of classifying living things. We then collected the 

common observable characteristics of different types of 

animal and used this information to help us find 

examples of each animal type.  
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We recapped both history and geography this week, too. We have taken a 

closer look at the main events of the Tudor period by examining the timelines 

we made last week. We worked out how long after the end of the Viking era 

(our previous topic) was from the start of the Tudor period and had a look 

at each of the monarchs and the lengths of their reigns, including any key 

events that happened within them. In geography, we had a go at 

researching and finding out 

more about the typical 

physical features of a river 

ready for some more in-depth 

work after half term.  

 

In our arithmetic sessions this 

week, we’ve been continuing our work on decimal 

numbers. We 

have been 

looking at making a whole from two or three decimals, 

adding decimals over the whole and multiplying decimals by 

an integer. We have used place value charts, number lines 

and hundred squares to help us solve problems and find the 

answer to our calculations.  

 

 

Collective Worship 

 

On Monday, we found out about the 

different needs that people can have: 

including sensory needs. We looked at 

photographs of sensory fidget toys and 

tried to stretch our empathy learning 

muscle by thinking about the needs of 

others. In our ‘Feel-good Thursday’ 

assembly this week, we learned a new 

breathing technique and we looked at the 

feeling of frustration and how we can 

notice and recognise frustration in 

ourselves and how we can manage it in 

a positive way. We have also thought about how we can be kind this week- reflecting on all of 

the kindness that we have noticed over the last couple of weeks-and how we can take care of 

our planet by reducing our plastic consumption.  
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After School Clubs 

 

We have continued to make lots of progress in our 

After School Clubs this week. In gymnastics, we have 

been learning how to complete forwards and 

backwards rolls, as well as how to use a range of 

equipment and in gardening club, we have been 

digging up weeds and planting peas and trees!  

   


