
 

Weeks beginning 24
th

 and 31
st

 March 2025 

 

 

Learners of the Week: w/c 24
th

 March: Zach, Grace and Adam 

  w/c 31
st

 March: Oscar, Calouen and Thomas 

   

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 94     Helvellyn 67   Blencathra 95  

 

Class 1 News: Nursery and Reception  

 

In our provision over the last couple of weeks, we have been practising adding numbers up to 10, 

making chocolate playdough to get us into the Easter mood! We used our playdough to create 

Easter eggs which we decorated with jewels and other small parts.  

 

In our Reception phonics, we have been focusing on 

recapping and consolidating the letters, sounds and 

actions we have learnt so far, using 

our sound cards to help us. In 

phonics, we have been learning our 

Phase 3 sound ‘air air air, hair on the 

chair’. We found out that it has three 

graphemes but only makes one sound and that we 

call this a trigraph. We practised writing with Ron, 

using our sound mats to find the ‘ch’ sound when 

spelling the word chair.  We have recapped our 

Phase 3 sounds ‘j, v, w and x’ to consolidate our learning of these 

sounds. In our phonics in Nursery, we have used Mrs Beesley’s sound box to choose objects 

with the initial sounds ‘g g g, groovy glasses’ and ‘o o o, Olly octopus’. We strengthened our 

gross motor skills by squashing and squeezing playdough too; rolling out the dough into a big 

sausage shape to make the initial letter of our name.  

 

In Reception maths, we have been recapping doubles. We know that a double is 

made of equal numbers and we used our subitising skills to work out the whole 

number. We used our sentence stem ‘4 is made of... 2 and 2’ to explain the 

composition. We then sorted objects into groups using different rules and we 

chose to sort our objects based on the colour. We then looked at the different 

attributes of each object (such as colour, shape and material) before sorting out 

10 objects into 2 groups using our own rule: Miss Moscrop then had to use her 

thinking skills to guess our rule. We chose to sort the objects based on colour 

and shape.  
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We have also been creating our Numberblocks and 

sorting them into odd tops and even tops. In 

Nursery maths, we have been exploring the 2D 

shapes circle, square, rectangle and triangle. We 

looked at what was the same and different and 

we found that a square and a rectangle share 

similar properties becuase they both have 4 

corners and 4 sides but a rectangle has 2 longer 

sides. We used shape finders to find shapes in 

our classroom and natural environment too.  

 

 

Afternoons in Early Years and Key Stage 1: 

In history, we have been learning about Stephenson’s 

Rocket. We found that Stephenson’s Rocket was the first 

locomotive (train powered by an engine) powered by coal 

and steam and that it was invented 

by George and Robert Stephenson. In 

Hallbankgate, Stephenson’s Rocket 

was used to ferry coal from the 

quarries all the way to Brampton: coal was in high demand and it allowed 

more coal to be transported more quickly. Before Stephenson’s Rocket 

was invented, the miners used a route called the Wagonway, we 

followed the Wagonway on a big 

map, recalling our map reading skills 

to label and annotate the map using 

pictures. We finished our topic by 

comparing the Wagonway, 

Stephenson’s  

Rocket and transport today.    

 

In DT, we have been making vegetable 

kebabs. To do this, we carefully 

chopped vegetables using our 

bridging techniques and we used 

courgettes, mushrooms, onions, 

tomatoes, potatoes, peppers and broccoli. We then used mixed 

herbs and olive oil to add that extra umami flavour. When the 
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kebabs were ready, we all sat and enjoyed them as a 

class and served them with yoghurt and lemon. They 

were delicious! 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class 2 News 

 

In Class 2, we’ve had a brilliant end to the term after what has been a fantastic couple of 

months. 

 

Last week, we worked hard and p[ersevered with our ‘show what you know’ assessments as part 

of assessment week and we let out the biggest cheer when we realised what we would be doing 

in our lessons! We love showing off what know! We completed assessments in reading, maths, 

spelling, phonics and grammar and we have all made so much progress. We attempted our tricky 

challenges with courage and resilience and we were a little disappointed when we had finished 

them! Having completed all of the ‘show what you know’ 

challenges, we then got back to our usual lessons, working hard 

right up until the end of term.  

 

 Having completed our fractions learning 

in Year 3 and our multiplication and 

division unit in Year 2, we’ve all had an 

exciting couple of weeks learning all about 

mass, length, volume and capacity. In Year 

3, we have been applying our fractions 

learning by identifying and working out 

equivalent masses (such as finding a half, 

quarter or fifth of a kilogram) and using our 

knowledge of number-bonds to 1000 to make 

1KG in different ways. In Year 2, we enjoyed 

solving multiplication and division puzzles 

and problems linked to the 2, 5 and 10 times tables and have been 
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exploring length by measuring everything from ourselves to the length of our classroom! Finally, 

in Year 1, we have completed our learning about volume and capacity and had fun exploring the 

capacity of different containers. We’ve also been incredibly excited to try out Times Tables Rock 

Stars and we have already turned lots of multiplication facts green!  

 

 In literacy, we have been working towards writing our very own warning 

tales, inspired by Dick King-Smith’s ‘The Hodgeheg’. After practicing writing 

expanded noun phrases, similes, powers of three and precise adjectives, 

verbs and adverbs to describe effectively, we set about writing our very own 

stories! Over the course of the week, we built up our narratives and made 

sure that we had included all of the different elements and, today, we used 

our purple pens to edit what we had written to make sure that it was the 

best that it could be. We are very proud of our stories and we enjoyed 

sharing them with each other in class. 

 

We’ve also been poets over the last couple of weeks by learning the poem 

‘The Sound Collector’ by Roger McGough. Our challenge was to learn the 

poem in small groups, making sure that we used our voices expressively 

to make the meaning of the poem clear to the audience.  

 

In our phonics and spelling learning, we have been working hard to 

learn new spelling rules and patterns and practise and consolidate what 

we already know. In phonics, we have been practising reading real and 

alien words with all of the phonics sounds that we know (which is, in fact, all of them as we 

have now finished learning new sounds!). We have become experts at adding our sound buttons 

underneath each grapheme to help us segment and blend the sounds in new or unfamiliar words 

and we are enjoying the challenge of this- some words are very odd indeed! In our spelling 

lessons, we have been learning how to change the end of a word to add a suffix (for example, 

change the ‘y’ to an ‘i’ and add ‘est’ to change ha[ppy to happiest) and the difference between the 

‘ei’ and ‘eigh’ spelling patterns.  
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Class 3 News Mrs Arnold 

 

What an amazing end of term we've had! We've been busy right up until 

the end learning and achieving new and interesting things. 

 

In literacy, we've been eagerly finishing off our Devil's Porridge Project 

stories. This has meant a lot of writing as we drafted and then 

redrafted our stories before writing or 

typing them up in best before illustrating 

them. We've learned such a lot through this 

project and have all come up with 

completely unique stories. On Monday this 

week, Mark and Vicky came back for a 

final visit to record some of our stories. Much of the work we've 

completed so far, and eventually our stories, can be found at 

https://www.dynamicnorthumbria.com/ so you can explore what we've 

been up to too.  

 

In maths in Year 4, we've been learning 

about length and perimeter. We've been working out perimeter on many 

different types of shapes as well as calculating missing lengths. In 

Year 5, we've been interpreting graphs, tables and timetables in our 

statistics unit and in Year 6 we've been interpreting and drawing pie 

charts. We're excited about our 'Going Green' challenge that is set over 

the holidays so have been getting a head start playing T-T Rockstars 

too. 

 

We've worked really hard this term to learn and perfect our 

performance of Charge of the Light Brigade by Alfred Lord Tennison. 

We now know and perform 

this poem so well that it is spine tingling. By 

combining fantastic expression, clear and powerful 

delivery and well-timed movement, we've devised a 

really emotive performance to enter into Poetry by 

Heart.  So, watch this space - finalists are 

announced on 7
th

 May.  

 

We’ve been lucky enough this term to enjoy an extra 

half and hour of singing with Mr Draper. We’ve 

https://www.dynamicnorthumbria.com/
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learned lots of popular songs as well as some from the musicals and practised hard for our 

music extravaganza which we performed at this week. 

 

Our afternoons have been just as packed! In science, we’ve 

finished our topic on Evolution and Inheritance by learning 

all about adaptation and how it can drive evolution. We 

worked collaboratively to learn about an individual plant 

or animal and how it is physically and behaviourally 

adapted to its environment. Once we’d extended our 

knowledge by asking questions 

and researching the answers, we 

shared what we learned with each other so we could all learn about a 

range of living things. This week, we carefully observed the evolution 

of the horse by looking at photos of fossils and learning about what 

the environment was like. We made links to what we know about 

adaptation to explain how the horse had changed over time and how it 

adapting to its environment caused it to evolve into the animal we 

recognise today.  

 

In history, we’ve had two fun weeks 

learning about Greek Mythology and 

the Ancient Greek Olympics. We each 

studied a myth and picked out its key 

features to identify what the 

characteristics of a Greek Myth. We 

noticed that some shared a message 

for people to learn from while others 

explained a natural phenomenon like the seasons. This week, we 

carefully observed Ancient Greek pottery to deduce what the 

Olympics would have been like in Ancient Greece. We had a go at 

designing our own 5-day festival using what we knew already 

and what we could infer from the images. Finally, we compared 

the games with the modern Olympics and 

decided what showed continuity and what 

showed change.  
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In DT, we’ve started sewing our sandals together. We practised threading 

a needle, starting off, stitching and finishing off. Then applied our skills 

to carefully assemble our sandals. We’ll need a little bit more time after 

the holidays to complete them but they’re really starting to look good! In 

music we’ve started learning the song Sing by Gary Barlow - we’ve 

learned the main parts and now we’ll add the harmonies after Easter.  

 

Poetry by Heart 

 

We had a fantastic celebration of poetry last 

week! Thirty children performed a poem they had learned by heart with 

amazing passion and skill! Our Key Stage Two entrants to the national 

competition have been filmed an entered so we can’t wait to receive our 

feedback!  

 

STEM Club 

 We’ve continued to focus on the science element of STEM club by 

learning all about plants and gardening. Over the last few weeks, we 

have continued to prepare the ground in our new woodland area at the 

bottom of the school field and we have sown seeds in the vegetable 

garden. We also enjoyed relaxing in the 

sunshine and watching the birds- we 

now definitely want to add a bird bath 

and bird table in the new garden area to attract more wildlife and 

we were excited to hear about all of the things that have been 

ordered and planned after we created our designs for this space last 

week!   

 

Games Club 

We’ve had another couple of fun weeks at Games Club and have enjoyed playing lots of different 

games together. With the weather being a little nicer, we hope to take some of the new outdoor 

games outside after Easter so that we can enjoy planning games in the lovely weather! 

Music Concert 

On Wednesday, we held our Easter musical extravaganza. Mr Draper’s musicians performed 

with their keyboards and guitars and Class 3 sang the songs that they had been learning this 

half term. Thank you to all of the parents and family members that joined us, too! 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

Reading at Hallbankgate   
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