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th
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Learners of the Week:  Kai, Adam and Leah  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw 156   Helvellyn 136   Blencathra 142 

 

 

Class 1 News 

 

In our history and understanding the world 

learning, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of different British monarchs. Last 

week, we began to learn about Queen Elizabeth II 

and this week we introduced Queen Victoria. We 

looked at images of the two queens and generated 

similarities and differences, noticing that the 

photographs were different as one was in black and white, the other in colour. Year 1 were 

really intrigued to find out who the first king or queen was and to discover if Queen Victoria 

was our first British Queen. After some research, we found the different names of British Queens 

and Kings on a timeline throughout history and it was interesting looking at how the images of 

the monarchs changed over time. We cannot wait to learn more and to continue to stretch our 

questioning skills. 

 

We continued to stretch our history understanding this week within our design technology 

learning too. Our focus for the summer term is to develop our skills linked to textiles and design 

by creating bunting for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. We learnt about why and how the Queen’s 

Jubilee is going to be celebrated and it was really interesting to look at some of the different 

jubilee celebrations that have taken place in the past. We then began to create some initial 

designs for our jubilee bunting, considering the images we could use to celebrate the Queen and 

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland. Our designs look 

fantastic and include images of crowns, 

flags, Buckingham Palace and the Queen 

herself. We are looking forward to 

beginning to create our bunting over the 

next few weeks. 
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In our computing learning, we began our new 

topic based around robots and early 

programming. We had a great time exploring 

with the bee bots and inputting commands for 

the bee bots to follow. We learnt about the on 

and off switch and the different steps and order 

which needs to be taken when programming the 

commands for the bee bot to follow. We cannot 

wait to learn and do more soon! 

 

In our music and expressive arts and design 

learning, we continued to develop our keyboard skills this week. We developed our knowledge of 

the tempo within music and recognising and playing different notes on the keyboard. We even 

had a go at exploring the glockenspiels alongside the keyboards too! 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning, we have been 

learning about Ramadan which is celebrated by Muslims around 

the world. We learnt facts about Ramadan and are looking 

forward to learning more about Eid celebrations which will be 

taking place next week. 

 

In our maths learning in Year 1, we have continued to develop our 

understanding of measurements, with a particular focus on measuring length using standard 

and non-standard measurements. We learnt how to use rulers to measure accurately and worked 

on ordering objects based on their length. In Reception, we have been focusing on identifying 

numbers that are more than or less than a given number. We have also been practising our 

number bonds to 5 and 10. In Nursery, we have been exploring colours and counting out 

numbers of objects using a dice. 

 

In phonics in Year 1, we have been 

exploring alternative sounds and learning 

spelling rules linked to specific sounds. 

We have also applied our knowledge to the 

reading of real and ‘alien’ words. In 

Reception, we have been learning new 

digraphs and have been applying our 

knowledge through reading and writing activities. In Nursery, we have been sequencing stories 

and playing games linked to sounds. 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Keelan)  

 

In PE this week, we stretched 

our noticing and collaboration 

muscles, developing our cricket 

skills.  We developed 

our batting and 

fielding techniques 

and we made the 

most of the dry 

weather - we really 

enjoyed going onto 

the field for the first time this year! 

     

In our maths learning this week, we have been practicing our arithmetic skills. In Year 2, we 

have been reminding ourselves of the different symbols in order to solve the calculation. In Year 

3, we have enjoyed challenging ourselves to mentally solve the various calculations and then 

checking using written methods.  We will continue to work on this throughout the term. 

 

In our RE learning this week, we spent time reflecting on communities: we recognised that we are 

all a part of our school community and we identified the various communities we are all a part 

of. 

 

In our science learning this week, we identified the different parts of 

a plant, recognising that each part has a special job. We labelled the 

parts of a plant and created a class display also identifying the 

different parts of a 

plant to help us 

recall this key 

vocabulary. 

   

We have also 

stretched our 

listening and imitating muscles this week as we began learning some French. In Year 3, we have 

been consolidating our existing knowledge and – in Year 2 - we began learning some greetings 

for the different times of the day and how to say goodbye! 
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Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone)  

 

This week during maths, we have been playing 

some fractions loop cards games. We really 

enjoyed stretching our fractions learning further 

and having to match the written fraction to the 

pictures. We collaborated in our groups and used 

our noticing skills to carefully place the cards in 

the correct order. Some of the questions were super 

tricky: for example, one of the questions was; 

find a third of 12? Within 

our maths learning we 

have been finding 

fractions of a quantity 

and this is something we 

will continue to develop 

further, making links to 

our times tables. 

    

  

In our history lessons this week, we have been continuing our studies all about World War 1. We 

learnt all about what life was like for soldiers fighting on the frontline in the trenches. It was 

shocking to finding out how horrible the working conditions were for the soldiers and that they 

could often get trench foot and would need their feet amputated. We spent some time learning all 

about the soldiers haversacks, uniforms, the periscopes they used, the rationed food, the different 

types of trenches that were used for different things and how they tried to keep the enemy away 

from them.  An interesting fact that we learnt was that 

dogs were used to help the soldiers and they would be 

able to smell out any harmful gasses to warn the 

soldiers of these so that 

they could put on their 

gas masks before it would 

harm them. The dogs 

were great company for 

injured soldiers too and 

would bring some comfort 

to them in their time of 

need. We used our 

listening skills to carefully listen to the recounts from people 

fighting on the frontline.  
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During our literacy this week, we have been unpicking the features as a reader and as a writer 

for our model text, ‘Buck the Duck’ and we used a key to show the words we unpicked as a 

reader and a writer. We found it interesting to discuss the meaning of the words in the text such 

as the word ‘immediately’ and why the author used these words and what effect they have on 

the reader. As a class, we were able to confidently pick out the SPAG elements of the text and 

we noticed that there were many adverbs throughout the story.  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

What a busy week we have had in Class 3, this week! On Monday, we 

began delving into our brand new class text: “Letters from the Lighthouse” 

by Emma Carroll. Using the front cover and the blurb, we stretched our 

inference and prediction skills to try and work out what the book might be 

about, as well as what might happen. To help us with this, we made links 

to our history learning and correctly identified that the book is set during 

the events of World War 2. As we read the first chapter, we discovered lots 

of new vocabulary that we 

needed to know the meaning 

of, so that the text made 

sense. Through our 

exploration of this key vocabulary, we have 

started to develop a word bank that we will 

continue to add to through the course of the book- 

we thought that it was a good idea to do this as 

it would not only help us in literacy, but in our 

history learning too! What a brilliant way to 

stretch our capitalising learning muscle!  

 

As well as reading the first few chapters of our new book, we 

explored the features of newspaper articles so that we could co-

create a toolkit to help us in our writing. We identified all of the 

key features, by finding them in our model text. By the end of the 

week, we had explored our new model text (a newspaper article 

about the blitz) as a reader 

and as a writer, as well as 

learnt about active and 

passive voice and further 

consolidate our learning 

about reported speech and 

dialogue.  

 

In our maths learning this 

week, we have been working really hard to find the area 

of triangles and parallelograms in Year 6! Using models 

and formulae to help us, we are now really confident in calculating the area- even confidently 

stretching our reasoning learning muscle to be able to prove and justify which part of the 

triangle was the base and which was the perpendicular height. In Year 5, we have been solving 

reasoning and problem-solving questions about area and perimeter (making links to all of our 

learning so far in this unit) and have started to explore how we can calculate volume. To help 
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us with this tricky concept, we have used multilink cubes and pictorial representations to make 

sure that we didn’t miss anything out. 

 

On Tuesday, we visited Farlam Church to support us in our RE learning. 

Before we visited, we stretched our questioning learning muscle to come 

up with a set of questions that we could 

ask Reverend Johnsen, but also questions 

that we could use when we visit 

Newcastle Central Mosque and Newcastle 

Sikh Gurdwara later this half term. We 

decided that asking broad 

questions like this would 

allow us to draw 

comparisons between each 

of the religions that we are learning about. Whilst at 

church, we listened carefully to what Reverend Johnsen 

told us, making notes after each question. We were really 

pleased to see that most of our predicted answers were 

right, with Reverend Johnsen being able to show us the 

special features, symbols or clothing that you would find 

in a church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Reverend Johnsen, for helping us with 

our learning- we all really enjoyed our visit. 
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In our French learning this week, we have been stretching out imitating learning muscles to learn 

how to describe different features within our school! We really enjoyed seeing what some French 

schools are like and how some words are very 

similar to the words we use in English! 

 

In PE this week, we have been focusing on 

developing our fielding skills in cricket. We had 

remembered so many of these skills from the last 

time that we played cricket, that we just needed to 

tweak them ever so slightly!  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, can you remember when author Gill Lewis 

replied to some of our letters before the Easter 

holidays? Well, we received an exciting parcel in the 

post last week! We were delighted to see that Gill 

had kindly signed enough bookplates for us all, as 

well as writing us a personalised class letter! She 

also included some mystery objects... do you know 

what they are?  
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Weekly Wellbeing  

 

Last week, we received a donation of flowers for the 

pots in our school grounds from Tarn Road Nurseries. 

This week, our Chair of Governors - Nancy Priest - 

kindly donated some wildflower seedlings that she 

has sown from seeds that she has collected in the 

local area! These seedlings will be planted in the 

wildlife garden and new outdoor classroom and will 

help us to learn about native and local plants in our 

science lessons.  

 

We are so excited to see how they grow over the coming weeks! Thank you, so much, Nancy! 

 

 

Sports and Wellbeing Council 

 

On Tuesday, Sports and Wellbeing 

Council worked with Miss Hutton to 

begin developing the sports leadership 

and personal development strand of our 

PE lessons. We explored how this can be 

developed in each class and that we 

actually show lots of these characteristics 

in our PE learning already! We’ll 

hopefully share them with you soon! 

 

 

Music lessons with Ben Draper 

We have enjoyed welcoming local music teacher Ben Draper in to school this week, for the first of 

our music lessons. We have 11 children taking part in these guitar and keyboard lessons and Ben 

is very impressed with how much our music curriculum has enabled all children to make a rapid 

start to their instrument learning! Well done, everyone!  
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