Weeks beginning 25 April and 2" May 2016
VIP’s w/C 25th April were Erin and Alex
VIP s w/c 2™ May were Ryah A and Ashley
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Leanu'ng From Each Other - Bui]c[ing Successtul Learners

pear Hallbankgate Parents

Tt /s with great pleasure and enjoyment that J have been covering for IViss
Maleney whilst she is on maternity [eave. Jt is a wonderful sSChool and
jove hearing the Children talk about their [earning, a process so well
supported by the Building [.earning Power that is embedded into everyday
liFe. No doubt you will have heard the news that /IMiss IMaleney had a little
Lgirl called Aoife weighing in at ZIbs 100Z. My time here is §oing very
quickly but I wifl be covering unti| April 2017 and hope to get to Khow you
better over the next Few months. Please get in touch iF there is anything
that J Can help with.

Mrs Lingard

This week we welcomed [exi who joined us in Year 1. We hope she will be very happy here at
Hallbanhkgate School.

In Class 1, we have been learhing all about money in our maths
lessons! Orla has been stuck (again) and we have helped her to
learn all about the different types of
coins, as well as how you Cah make
different amounts of money. e have
been handling real money so that we
Khow exactly what it looked and felt like,
before moving on to find different ways
t0 make 10, 20p, 50p and £1. We have also
been ‘buying’ different items in order to Work out Change from £1.00.

As parf Of our science |earnhing we have started tO Create and Carry out our own investigations in
Class 1. After investigating what plants [00OKS like and talking about what we already khow, we
decCided t0 work ih groups to set up oUur own investigations. Onhe group are investigating whether
Or hot peas heed water Or hot to grow, ahother group are investigating whether or hot they heed
light and the final group are investigating whether or nhot they heed soil. We have placed them in
the Classroom with labels on; making sure that we are testing them fairly. We have all made
predictions t0o. TAJe’ll let You kKhow the results Of our investigations!



In RE we are learning about Bible stories and have been learnhing about Joseph and his brothers.
We have been learhing and talking about what is right and wrong and how
Joseph would have felt at different points during his story.

In our topiC lessons we have been |earhing about the
Ancient QlympiC Games and have made Crowns out of
willow to imitate the ones that would have been given
t0 the winhners.

In Class 2, we have been solving a range of different problems; from humber pyramids and
squares to word problems. We have been making sure that we have identified what the problem is
asking us to do; before recording all relevant CalCulations using the written methods we Khow.
All of year 3 Children were extremely proud of themselves when they successful learned and used
a hew written method for multiplication.

In Class 2 we have been writing animal £aCt files as part Of our investigation into evolution and
adaptation. We have all chosen an animal and identified the food it eats, where it lives, its specCial
features £or survival and the predators it faces.

We have become Top Trump writers in our topiC lessons! Nearly everyone in Class 2 has played
Top Trumps and we have used this knowledge to Create our own ‘Mountains of the World’ Top
Trumps game. We have linked our knowledge of countries and continents and used our maths
Khowledge to compare, read anhd write the height and lengths of each X 4
mountain or mountain range.

We are continuing to write and rehearse our TV report SCripts about
Islam in Class 2. We Created our own ChecCklist of important features
and success Criteria; making Ccertain that all key words and terminology
are used, as well as ensuring that it is interesting and excCiting for Class
1 Children to watch!

We are continuing to Create our historical timeline in Class 2 oh
Friday’s. So far, we have all chosen a period in history that we are
interested in, Chosen a person Or object to represent that period in
history and then started to Create a 3d mode| ahd gather research
about that time inCluding finding out about food, transport, homes

& ... and significant changes. We hope to get
= our titmeline up in the hall soon and have

| persevered, imitated and revised our plahs

when making our masks so that they |ook
as realistiC as possible. e Can’t wait to
Finish them!




We are so pleased ahd proud of our finished lighthouses! e worked hard
t0 ensure that the lighthouses were finished to a really high standard and
that everything was completed and finished off. We have also added slides,
helter-skelters, ladders and Zip wires which (00K
fantastict We had to decide in our groups the
additional features we wanted to add and then
desighed and planhned for the resources we would
heed and how we were going to make it. It Was
quite challenging attaching the different features
tO Our lighthouses to ensure they were secure but
we persevered anhd with some Creative thinking
managed to attach them all. They ook brilliant and
it Was great to fihish them as a team and reflect
bacCk oh the process ahd how we have developed as

learners, but also the finished product we Created.

In Class 2 literacy this forthight, we have been
working hard to Write our own hewspaper reports
based on the tragiC events of the AncCient (Greek
myth of Qrpheus and Eurydice. We have beeh
putting into pracCtiCe everything we have learnt about the 5 W's and an H
Who? What? Where? When? Why and How?) and have used brackets and dashes to add in
information into our sentences. In topiC we have been building on these skKills in our AncCient
Greek newspaper project. We have been stretChing our Collaboration muscCle to work as a team
t0 produce all the sections Of a hewspaper. TOo get us thinking about collaboration, we did some
team-work challenges outside. e had to work together to solve problems and deal with
Challenges such as hot being able to talk or move from a Certain spot. When we reflected, we
decided that there were different Ways to COollaborate: sometimes there was a leader and
sometimes each group member had a go. Qverall, we decided it was important to go through the
processes together and listeh to each member Of the group, as the groups which stopped and
revised together completed the Challenges quiCker and each group member felt more inCluded.

In Class 1 literaCy we have been exploring the fairy tale of Rapunzel, retold by i3 RAPUNZEL‘ £
Sarah Gibb. We have been thinking about the dramatiC moments in the story and
how we Cah use our senses to Write about anh exciting or sCary moment. In Year 1
we have been focussing on using spilt digraphs in phonics and in Year 2 we have
been pracCtising using conjunctions to extend our sentences.

other directions, counting our steps to compare distances between different
points. In Class 1 we haVve started making a map of Hallbankgate, using our
own experience and other maps to help us. We have also used a Compass to




Find out where North is and we have learnt some Silly rhymes to help use remember the hames of
the Compass points.

On Wednesday 27" April we were |ucky
enough to be invited to William Howard
gchool to take part in some Sports
activities. We worked with the year 9
students to try out |0ts Of hew activities
and we all got
stickers for trying
really hard. We had
a really good time running in races; playing rounders
and dodgeball; throwing javelins; and doing obstacCle
courses.

Early Years

We have been discussing and sharing with each other
about our families in Early Years and it was hiCe to share
pictures and stories about the people that are most
important to US. Reception have also dohe some writing

¥ about the people they have in their family and drew some
| fantastiC pictures of their family members too. We have
also considered some Of the different aspects Of a fairy
tale story including Character and setting and this is
something we will continue to develop and work on. We have been mark making
with spaghetti, shaving foam and glitter and paint!

In phonicCs with Reception, we have beenh continuing to develop our khowledge
Of, ahd recognition of sounds in particular learhing hew sounds which are

: usually found at the end of words. We have also been
developing our Khowledge of sentences ahd using our
segmenting and blending skills to read them, but also
recognising aspects Of sentence structure such as having a
Capital letter at the beginnhing. In Nursery we have been
continuing to develop our khowledge Of |etters and sounds
and have recently learnt the sounds ‘d’ and ‘g’. e have also
been working on differentiating between |etters through recognition of the
initial letter in the word and grouping words based on this.




In maths in Reception we have been reaffirming our kKnowledge of subtraction
and using different strategies to help us whenh we are subtracting. We have
also started to consider doubling, halving and sharing and Chopping the
playdough and using the Numicon has been really useful in
supporting our understanding. IAle are also going to Create
some ladybird symmetry piCtures to develop our
understanding of doubling to see how many spots we have
on the ladybirds back after printing it. In Nursery we have

beginning to recoghise numbers from 10-20 through counting songs. e have
also donhe some hopscotch counting outside in which we had to jump the humber we rolled on a
dice!



