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Louisa and Hollie 
 

What a glorious sunny week it has been.  We have been 

making good use of our fantastic outdoor space and 

remembering how to enjoy the sunshine safely.     

 

This week has been Assessment Week for Years 1,3,4 and 

5. Everyone has worked very hard to demonstrate all of their learning; showing resilience and 

determination even when things were challenging. Well done everyone! 

 

In Class 2, we have been continuing to explore discussion texts in Literacy: using the dictionary to find 

definitions of new vocabulary and unpicking all of the key features and language typically used. In topic, 

we are nearly finished our newspaper articles about the start of WWII and have been considering the 

thoughts and opinions of those in Germany at the beginning of the war. In contrast to our class book, 

‘Friend or Foe’ buy Michael Morpurgo, we have read extracts 

from another of Morpurgo’s books, ‘An Elephant in the Garden’. 

This WWII novel shows the differing German perspectives 

about Hitler and the reasons for the outbreak of war. We have 

found it fascinating to empathise with the different opinions, 

having first discovered the reported facts. 

 

We took the opportunity on Thursday to have a quiet reading 

session outside in the shade. Everyone was absorbed in their 

texts and it was a great opportunity to switch off from 

assessment week and the heat of the 

classrooms!  

 

On Friday it was Sports Day! We all 

persevered and worked together in 

our houses. Competitiveness and 

sportsmanship were displayed in equal 

measure and the winner was Skiddaw 

House.  A big thank you to Ric for 

another hugely successful 

event and to Year 5 and 6 

Sport Leaders for helping out, 

encouraging everyone and 

making sure the morning ran 

smoothly.  
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This week in Early Years we have been 

creating potions! We selected the resources 

we wanted to use from our outdoor area and 

started mixing them up. We added sticks, 

mud, pine cones, leaves, flowers, water, 

glitter and sequins to create our brilliant 

potions! Some of them were able to turn you 

into a frog, a witch, help you to run really fast 

or attract fairies.  It was great fun and we 

even wrote some recipes so that other people 

could recreate our potions.  

 

We have also been experimenting with a range 

of musical instruments from around the world 

and it was fantastic to explore the different 

sounds the instruments made!  We created 

some rhythms on drums and enjoyed varying 

the sounds by playing the instruments in 

different ways.  

 

 

In Class 1 we've been looking at fictional heroes and villains. We started by thinking about Mary 

Poppins, we drew an adventure that we'd like to jump into with Mary and Bert. We also thought about 

Peter Pan and Captain Hook. We read about both characters from JM Barrie's original story. We 

realised just how scary Captain Hook was and how "the more villainous he becomes, the more politely he 

behaves." 

 

We have also spent some time investigating habitats around the world, including the ocean, the 

rainforest, the desert, a pond and the Arctic.  We used books from the library to research which 

animals lived in these locations.  It was difficult to search through the books to find the right animal 

for the right location.  

 

We’ve had a busy week in Class 1 this week with Mrs Arnold. In Year 1 we’ve been bringing together 

everything we’ve learned this year in our assessments. Meanwhile in Year 2, we’ve been doing some 

independent writing based on our model text ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Sandwiches’ inspired by the 

picture book ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by Ronda Armitage. We’ve been working on developing our 

characters and description through using the rule ‘show not tell’, which means we had to think carefully 

about what the character might look like, what they might be doing and what they might say. Here are 

a couple of excellent examples: 

 

‘The big seagull’s glossy feathers didn’t gleam. The scruffy seagull’s feathers had mustard in them and 

the small seagull frowned in his sleep’ –Ivy 

 

‘Suddenly, Mrs Grinling said “Oh no!” She remembered the seagulls loved mustard. Her shimmering blue 

eyes began to tear. She started to cry as she watched the seagulls enjoy the lunch’ –Evie 
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In Food technology we’ve 

been using different 

cooking equipment to 

practise the key cooking 

skills: chopping, peeling 

and grating.  We put all 

of our new skills into practise by making a yummy 

salad to take home. We worked hard and learned 

to use the knives safely; making a bridge with 

our fingers and making sure the knife was in the correct position.  

 

 

Finally, thank you to 

Rebecca and Richard from 

Screwfix in Carlisle who 

kindly gave a football to 

every person in our school 

last Friday.  

 

 

 

 


