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Learner of the Week and VIPs:  Finn, Ezra and Lewis  

Headteacher’s Award: Ezra 

 

Housepoints total: Skiddaw  116 Helvellyn 76  Blencathra  83 

 

 

Class 3 News 

 

This week, we have completed our ‘Beating the Monster’ tales based on The Midnight Fox. Using 

our learning from last week to help us, we used our descriptive paragraphs and short-burst 

writing activities to build up a detailed narrative about Tom and the fox, as well as the 

‘monster’, Uncle Fred. We worked carefully to write each section of the story, making sure that it 

flowed and that we had used a wide range of figurative language. We also stretched our 

knowledge of adverbial phrases, embedded clauses and punctuation to make our stories the best 

that they could be. We are looking forward to publishing these in a class book, soon. We also 

spent some time this week reviewing our progress in literacy: we were all amazed how much 

our writing had improved from September, including huge improvements in everything from 

handwriting to spelling and types of punctuation and varied vocabulary!  

 

Here are a few snippets of our stories: 

 “The Midnight Fox was resting deep inside the woods, pine needles digging 

into her back and the cry of her cubs echoing throughout the 

woods. With a lift of a paw, she caught the scent of inevitable 

danger in the air: The shrieks of her baby were ear-piercing. 

She had to do something. She pranced, her paws flowing 

through the babbling stream as an overwhelming source of guilt came over her. 

What would happen?” Theo 

 

“Uncle Fred sat on the porch, rifle in hand, as rain started to fall 

on the ground. As he watched the baby fox, Tom looked out of his 

window with tears rolling down his face like a river. What could 

he do?” Chloe  

 

“Tom sat in his room as he watched the summer fade away. He could not believe 

how much he had changed. His sapphire blue eyes gazed upon the farm as if he 

owned the place, his eyes darting left and right... The silky black fur of the 

Midnight Fox engulfed the dusty air as she danced in the moonlight: she could 

hear the whispers of her baby.” Leisha 
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“The next morning, Uncle Fred waited for the Midnight Fox’s glowing eyes to 

appear. Uncle Fred has his rifle in hand but he couldn’t be bothered to wait. 

Instead, he lifted up his shoulders, tensed his muscles and put on 

his big black boots and went into the woods himself...” Callum 

 

“Dawn rose as Tom heard a cockerel crowing. The cows were 

already stomping in their new field and red paint chipped off the 

old donkey shelter. A blanket of doom covered Tom with fear.” Elora 

 

In PSHE we have been learning about stereotypes. Interestingly, we have such a 

thorough awareness of how not to stereotype different groups of people, that we 

found making generalisation and stereotypes really difficult! We had to really 

stretch our imagining learning muscle to imagine how a cartoonist or artist might 

draw a female character, compared to a male character. We suggested that some people would 

say that the female character would wear skirts, have long hair, wear make-up and not be 

very strong, whereas male characters might be represented as having big muscles, short hair, 

clothes that are either shorts or trousers and that they are more powerful than women. We also 

found out about the different jobs and roles men and women can have, further challenging 

stereotypes.  

 

In our Topic lessons this week, we have been 

exploring some maps of Hallbankgate village.  We 

have looked at a current Ordnance Survey map of 

the village and applied our Geography skills to 

notice both human and physical features in the 

area.  We have also be revisiting our skills at 

working out the grid references on maps to 

communicate where particular features are.  After 

exploring the current maps of Hallbankgate, we 

looked at historical maps of the area focussing on 

things that have changed over time.  We stretched 

our noticing muscles and identified changes to the area, 

such as the railway which used to run through the 

village. 

 

In our computing lessons, we have been working in pairs 

to develop a ‘website’ using Powerpoint.  We created 

hyperlinks within the document, as well as to other 

websites.  As part of this learning, we found out about 

copyright and plagiarism to ensure that we are using 

other content from other sources appropriately.  We have 

worked hard to overcome challenges in this learning, for example when the links did not go to 

the correct pages.  We went back to check through each section until we had fixed each 

problem, stretching our revising skills further. 
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Class 2 News 

 

In our computing unit of work we have been learning about the 

different types of camera angles that we could use when taking a 

photograph. We collaborated in small groups to complete the 

challenge cards by taking a picture of different things around the 

classroom. The challenges included taking pictures of objects that 

were red, green, big, small, blue, new, old and something that was 

important to us. We discovered that the different camera angles we 

could use were; birds eye view, high angle, eye level angle, low angle and oblique / tilted 

angle. We then took some 

time to take pictures of 

objects putting all of these 

different camera angles into 

practice. We shared our 

pictures with the rest of the 

class and discussed the 

strengths and improvements 

for next time.   

 

 

During Literacy we have been producing our own version of our class 

text, ‘Buck the Duck.’ This is a ‘tale of fear’ story and we have really 

enjoyed making our own characters for our ‘hot write.’ We have focused 

on ensuring our writing includes fronted adverbials, adverbs, 

paragraphs, inverted commas and prepositional phrases. After we had 

finished our hot write, we had to be 

reflective and spend time editing our work 

in purple pen to see if there were any 

improvements that could be made.  

 

In our poetry lessons, we have 

been studying the poem, ‘The Owl 

and the Pussy-Cat’ by Edward 

Lear. We had to unpick the poem 

and label the features like, 

adjectives, title, poet, verses, 

conjunctions, prepositions and rhyming words. We used our 

noticing muscles to spot the different types of language and 

punctuation within the poem. As a class we will work together 

using our drama skills to perform the poem which will help us 

to recite the whole piece.  
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Class 1 News 

 
In Class 1 this week we have been 

developing our knowledge of mammals and 

some of the different characteristics that 

mammals have. We looked at a range of 

different pictures and discussed some of the 

key scientific vocabulary linked to these 

animals. We also made links to our 

learning about herbivores, omnivores and 

carnivores, discussing the different mammals and their diets.  

 
We have also continued to develop our 

knowledge of Hinduism in preparation 

for our school trip to the Hindu Temple. 

It was great exploring different images 

linked to some of the different Gods and 

learning some information relating to 

celebrations and some of the key 

religious teachings. We are all really 

fascinated by the different Hindu Gods- 

especially Ganesh, the elephant God!  

 
School Learning Council 

 

This week, we have been extremely busy in School Learning Council! On 

Wednesday, we met to reflect on the actions of our previous meeting: one of 

which was the Art Shed and whether it was being used 

at break times and lunchtimes. Having updated the Art 

Shed Rota a few weeks ago, we have been monitoring 

when and how it has been used. During the discussion 

at the meeting, one member raised an interesting 

observation, saying, “People don’t actually do art in the 

Art Shed anymore.” This led to a discussion around 

what we actually use the Art Shed for and we decided 

that a name change was in order! We took suggestions 

and completed a survey to find out the opinion of the 

rest of the school and we would like to reveal that the new name for the Art 

Shed is...  

the Reading Den! We are planning how to make it an even more inviting 

place to read over the next few weeks!  
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As well as finding out the viewpoint of other children about the Reading Den, we have also 

been helping Miss Hutton to write a survey for all children in our school to complete. We have 

written questions about keeping safe online, how we can help our friends and the behaviour in 

our school. We are really proud of how much responsibility we have in our school and 

how we are really making a difference to make our school even better! 

 

 

Assemblies this week 

 

In our assemblies this week, we have been thinking about 

all the things we have in our classrooms to help us with 

our learning... including each other! Broadclyst 

Community Primary School in Exeter has an average class 

size of 42 and is home to one of the biggest primary aged 

classes in the UK, with a Year 6 class of 

63 pupils! The school is known for its 

forward-thinking approach and good use of technology as the large Year 6 

class are taught in a modern lecture-theatre style room where each child has 

their own digital device as a learning aid. We have been thinking carefully 

about how we can take responsibility for our learning and resources in 

school, as well as how collaborating with others is a useful way to learn, as 

long as we are making the right choices about how we behave and act. In 

another of our assemblies, we listened to traditional Hindu stories about the creation of Ganesh, 

in preparation for our visit to the Hindu Temple next week. We made links to other places of 

worship and creation stories and thought carefully about the morals in each of them. Reverend 

Johnsen also joined us for assembly on Thursday. 

 

Home-learning projects 

 

Remember, home-learning projects are due in school on Thursday 5
th

 December! Lots of us in 

Class 3 have been taking ownership over our learning by spending some of our break times 

researching and preparing information! We are looking forward to sharing them next week! 

 


