
 

  Weeks beginning 25
th

 September 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week:   Joseph, Eugene and Evangeline 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  22    Helvellyn  31  Blencathra  20 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In our maths learning this week we have continued to 

build on our learning from last week around grouping 

and organising objects based on different properties. This 

week we focused on identifying rules for different groups 

using our noticing skills to spot how sets had been sorted, 

including properties like colour, size and shape. We have also been investigating 

counting with an accurate 1:1 correspondence and using only one number at a 

time when counting. 

 

In our phonics learning in Reception this week we have been 

focusing on the letters i, n, m and d. We are doing a great job 

linking letters to their corresponding sounds and actions and 

show brilliant enthusiasm every day! We have continued to 

develop our oral segmenting and blending 

skills and have also been expanding our 

fine motor skills, making marks with water 

and paintbrushes and sugar. We have also 

started to develop our knowledge of tricky 

words, we even had a go at creating tricky 

words using magnetic letters. In Nursery in 

phonics, we have been investigating body 

percussion by using different parts of our bodies to make sounds. We have also been singing 

action rhymes and songs and mark making using large movements which is great for developing 

our upper body strength.  

 

In our Talk for Writing learning this week we continued to 

explore the story of the Little Red Hen. We created our own 

story maps to support our retelling of the story and enjoyed 

acting the story out using puppets. We also explored hot 

seating the different characters from the story.  
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We have also been working hard to learn the story orally with actions ready to retell at the 

Harvest festival. 

 
Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the world learning this week we 

learnt about the Christian festival of Harvest. We explored why 

and how Harvest is celebrated and talked about some of the 

fruits and vegetables we are thankful for. We then created our own drawings of different fruits 

and vegetables using oil pastels to create our artwork. 

 

In our science and understanding the 

world learning this week we focused 

on seasonal change and the 

transition from summer into autumn. 

We talked about some of the changes 

which occur during autumn and went 

on a hunt for leaves to use to create 

our autumn seasons tree. We even found some conkers! After collecting the leaves, 

we used paintbrushes to paint the leaves and then print them onto our tree 

outline. It looks really effective and you can even spot the veins on the leaves! 

 

In our geography and 

understanding the 

world learning this week we 

continued our learning about the 

United Kingdom. This week we 

focused on England. We looked at some examples of 

landmarks, exploring examples of both physical and human 

geography and shared our own experiences and knowledge too. Year 1 the chose a landmark to 

draw and Nursery and Reception created landmarks using resources in our learning environment. 

 

We also had a 

great time on the 

library bus this 

week! It is 

amazing 

browsing and 

choosing our own 

books.  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

Class 2 News (Miss Johnstone) 

 

This week during our maths learning, we have been 

studying missing numbers on a number line, place value 

from tens to hundreds to thousands and the less than, 

greater than and equal to symbols. As part of our work, 

we had to work out what each number line was going 

up in (working out the integers) and then find the 

missing numbers and place them on the number line. 

Some of the 

questions involved 

word problems 

with more than 

one step which we 

collaborated 

together to get to 

the answer. In 

Year 1, we have 

beem working 

super hard to work out which symbol goes in-between 

the numbers, focusing on 

greater then, less than 

and equal to.  

        

 

 

In our DT work, we have 

been continuing to create 

our very own mini-Roman catapults. This week we focused on 

creating the strong and sturdy base for our catapults. Miss 

Johnstone and Miss Storrow used the glue guns to stick 

the pieces of wood together but we had to lay out the 

structure so that the wood was in the correct places ready 

to glue together. We spent time drawing cardboard 

triangles and cutting them out to be placed where the 

wood joins together to strengthen our designs and ensure 

they do not break. We discovered that our measuring and 

sawing was very accurate as all of the pieces of wood 

joined together perfectly, which we were very proud of! 
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Next week we will be creating the arch and arm for our catapults and cannot wait to show you 

our progress with our Roman projects over the next few weeks. 

     

During our phonics and spelling lessons this week, we have 

been learning and practicing our new spellings which are 

taken from the common exception words lists. In Year 1, we 

had to make each 

spelling using the 

magnets whilst in 

Year 2, we had a 

go at practicing 

writing our spellings 

on mini-white boards. We then applied our  new 

spellings into sentences. In our phonics lessons we 

have been looking at the sounds; ai, ay and a-e (split 

diagraph a) ee, ea and e-e (split diagraph e).  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 In our geography learning this week, we have been 

learning about what is meant by the term ‘British Isles’ and then we have been continuing to look 

at the capital cities of countries in Europe. We had to be ‘capital city detectives’ and use the 

atlases to work in pairs to find each country and name the capital city for each country. After 

finishing each capital city, we had to plot them with a coloured pen onto our maps of Europe 

stretching our noticing skills further.   
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This week in our PSHE learning, we have been 

continuing to study the eat-well guide and we 

had to produce our own healthy eating wheel. 

We were given a template which included the 5 

main food groups; carbohydrates, proteins, 

dairy, fruit and vegetables and fats and oils 

and we had to draw the correct foods in each 

area on the wheel. It was interesting to learn 

how many portions of each you should have 

every day and to learn the best types of foods to 

eat and equally which ones to avoid or eat less 

of. We reflected on our own diets and all 

thought of ways in which we could improve our food choices in the future.  

 

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton) 

We’ve had another busy end to our week in Class 2! 

As we always do, we began each day by working on 

our reading skills. This week, we worked on 

stretching our skills of inference and deduction by 

trying to work out how our characters were feeling. 

Using extracts from The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 

Dark (our class text), we first read what happened in 

the story, before looking for clues to answer the questions. Some of the questions had more than 

one possible answer so we worked hard to try and write down (and explain!) all of the 

possibilities!  

 

In our literacy learning, we have been working hard to identify and learn the meaning of new 

vocabulary and begin to build up an idea of how our ‘tale of fear’ stories are created. 

Unfortunately, Miss Hutton dropped the big pile of paper that she 

was carrying so we had to work hard to put our story back together 

in the right order, making sure that we read the story-telling language 

carefully to help us work out which part went where! We’ve also been 

exploring how the author describes the character of Plop: in Year 1, 

we listened carefully to the description before creating our own 

illustrations of Plop and, in Year 2 and 3, we read each part carefully 

to look beneath the surface of what was being said. It was very 

interesting to stretch our inference skills in this way.  
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In our RE learning this week, we have finished off 

writing our Harvest poems that we hope to share 

with you at the Harvest Festival tonight. We 

thought carefully about all of the things that 

happen at this time of year and the things that we 

are grateful for. We also spent some time practicing 

our speaking and listening skills by reading out our 

poems in loud, clear voices as well as singing some 

Harvest songs.  

 

 

In our science learning this week, we have continued to stretch 

our skills as scientists! This week, we have been data-

detectives and have tried to apply our knowledge of shadows 

to work out some generalisations: for example, the closer to 

the light source and object is, the greater the shadow. We’ve 

also been analysing data to work out missing data and any 

anomalies, suggesting reasons 

why or what might have happened.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve also been working hard to create our Christmas card designs that will be sent home next 

week for you to order. We’ll not spoil the surprise but there are a lot of tickly feet in Class 2!  
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Finally, we all enjoyed a visit to the library bus to choose some new reading for pleasure books!  
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Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold) 

 

We’ve had another busy week in Class 3. In maths this week, we’ve been continuing with our 

work on place value. This has included moving on to rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100, 

1,000 and 10,000. We’ve had to think carefully about the previous and next multiple of 10, 100, 

1,000 or 10,000 from our number and remember which place value column to look in to work out 

whether our number will be rounded up or down. In Year 6, we’ve begun work getting ready for 

multiplication and division by looking at identifying factors and multiples as well as prime 

numbers to 100.  

 

In literacy this week we’ve been developing the ways in which we can start a sentence by using 

fronted adverbials. We’ve analysed how authors use them to show the reader where, when or 

how something is taking place and can be used to set the tone, mood or 

atmosphere. We’ve played with using different kinds of sentence opener 

including using a simile. We’ve been very creative in our short burst 

writing, ensuring we move beyond the obvious and add fronted adverbials 

that add to our writing. We even had a go at changing the mood and 

atmosphere by changing the fronted adverbials we used. On Friday, we 

started bringing everything we’ve learned so far this term to start planning 

our hot writes. We’re really looking forward to writing our beating the 

monster tales next week, drawing on all the work we’ve 

done so far to ensure our settings are interesting and 

believable.  

 

This week’s geography took us to another biome - the 

savannah! We wished we could go there in real life 

and see all the wonder plants and animals that 

inhabit this biome. First, we applied our knowledge of 

world climate zones and lines of latitude to 

hypothesise what the savannah might be like. We then looked at two 

climate graphs, one from the Serengeti Plains and one from the Masai 

Mara. From these, we were able to analyse the data to draw conclusions 

about the climate in the savannah and how this might impact the plants 

and animals that live and grow there. We were then given information about the migration of 

some of the grazing animals in these parks and where they moved to 

at certain times of the year. We had to work out why they moved 

from one place to another using the climate graphs to back up our 

theories. We all noticed they moved away from the drier area into a 

wetter one which led us to working out this must be because there 

would be more grass in the wetter place at that time of year. Finally, 
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we took a whistle stop tour of the biome, its physical features, diversity and human processes, 

as well as looking at the threats to the biome such as poaching and 

desertification.  

 

Although it’s very early still, on Thursday afternoon, we worked on our 

Christmas card designs to send off to the printers in time. We can’t wait for you 

to see our designs! Here’s a sneaky clue for what we’ve gone for this year.  

 

In music we’ve been working hard on our keyboard playing. We’ve 

recapped C and D and our knowledge of rhythm – especially crotchets and 

minims and now we’re onto E. The song Rocking out those Es followed the 

same rhythm we’ve been playing but we had to be really focussed and 

read the music so that we played the correct notes at the correct time!  

 

 

In computing we’ve been learning about the networks and systems, especially 

on the internet. We’ve learned about the role of network switches and routers, 

the difference between websites and webpages as well as the different things 

that can be shared on the internet.  

 

 

Poetry Club 

 

We’ve had our third week of poetry club this week and it’s been brilliant! We’ve had lots of fun 

being wild and imaginative with our words. We’ve played games with colour names, our 

favourite words and metaphors and we’ve explored the joy of telling ‘lies’ in poems and making 

the ordinary seem extraordinary with our praise poems. We’ve even had some group members 

writing their own poems at home to share 

with the group! We can’t wait to share some 

of our creations in our poetry assembly 

soon!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton) 

 

In Class 3 this week, we started the week with a focus on grammar and Standard in English in 

our literacy lessons. Using examples of what we sometimes hear in the playground or in 

conversation (‘dunno’, ‘gonna’, ‘I seen’ as just some examples!), we worked out how these words 

and phrases would be said in Standard English, before editing and revising our warm writes to 

make sure that none of these crept in! We then explored different words and their tenses to make 

sure that we knew the spelling pattern and which word was the 

correct one to use. We actually really enjoyed this and it did 

make us think very carefully about which one was in the 

correct form. 

 

We’ve also been working hard 

to identify fronted adverbial 

phrases this week, using 

examples from stories that we 

have read and our model text. In Year 5 and 6, we extended 

this learning by finding where commas and subordinate clauses 

had been used to add clarity to what had been said or to aid 

the cohesion within the narrative. We all then practised writing 

fronted adverbial phrases, 

making sure that we included an example of when something 

happened, how something happened or where something 

happened. We’ve also been continuing to stretch our reading skills 

in our daily VIPERS. 

 

 

In Year 5 and 6, we enjoyed another week of ‘super spelling’! This 

week, we focussed on silent letters (like g, k and w) and the -

ious ending. We’ve enjoyed trying to apply these spelling rules in 

our writing and we’ve explore lots of new words that we hadn’t 

heard before, too. 

 

 

In our RE learning, just like in Class 2, we have finished our 

Harvest poems. Our narrative poems are very effective in telling the story of this time of year 

and we all experimented with repetition for effect and adding precise adjectives.  
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We’ve enjoyed our French learning this week as we put our 

knowledge of a number of questions and answers together to 

form short conversations. Starting off by greeting our 

partner, we practised asking and answering what someone 

is called, how old they are, whether they live in the 

countryside or town and where (specifically) to they live. 

We also recapped how to ask and tell someone when our 

birthdays are. What a lot of learning!  
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Gardening Club 

 

What a brilliant first week in gardening 

club! This week, we used the apples 

from the apple tree to make chutney! 

We’ll be donating this chutney to the 

Harvest Festival produce auction next 

week and – be warned – it sold out very quickly last year! We also 

sorted the seeds that we have in school and began to design our 

planting and write to-do lists that we’ll work on over the 

next few weeks.  
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Strive for Five 

After launching ‘Strive for Five’ last Friday, we had an incredible number of children receive their 

first ‘Strive for Five’ reading certificate in Celebration Assembly this week. In total, we had over 

50 individual reading sessions which in incredible and we broke our weekly record for how 

many children had read at least five times since last Friday- there was almost no space left in 

the hall when everyone received their certificate!  What an incredible start to this reading 

challenge! Everyone should be incredibly proud. Keep it up! 

 

 

School Tea Towels and Bags 

Our fantastic school tea towels and bags are available to 

purchase in school.  We are so pleased with our lovely 

designs.  If you would like to order one, please drop a 

message on the Scholarpack app.   

Tea towels £3.50  Bags £5.00 
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