
 

Week beginning 26th April 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  99    Helvellyn  107     Blencathra  92   

 

Class 1 News 

 

In Class 1 this week we created some Aboriginal artwork. We looked at 

examples of different pieces of artwork and discussed some of the 

different techniques that had been used. We also 

considered the shapes and colours and - after 

looking at different images - we were inspired to 

create our own! We used our fingers to print the 

paint in small dots to create circle and wavy 

patterns. It was really good fun! 

 

We have also been developing our throwing 

and catching skills in PE and have been 

working on strategies to support our hand-eye 

co-ordination skills and 

our focus. We have been 

applying these skills in 

cricket, too, and have 

enjoyed learning how to 

accurately bat and field.  

 

In maths in Nursery and 

Reception this week, we 

have continued to develop 

our number knowledge 

above 10. We have been 

focusing on our accurate counting skills when counting up and 

back and have also been exploring the formation of teen numbers. 

We have used a variety of different resources to support our 

understanding, including Numicon, tens frames, picture cards, 

number cards and base 10. In maths in Year 1, we have been 

investigating equal and unequal groups and have been beginning 

to develop our understanding of early multiplication. We will be 

experts at counting in 2s, 5s and 10s soon! 
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In phonics in Year 1, we 

have been focusing on the 

alternative a and e 

sounds and discovered 

just how many variations 

there are! We also 

continued to develop our 

understanding of 

syllables and how we 

can count how many 

syllables there are within a word. Additionally, in Year 1 we have 

also been applying our knowledge of punctuation to different sentences, including question 

marks, exclamation marks and full stops. In phonics in Reception, we have been focusing on 

our accurate blending skills and enjoyed jumping along hoops with sounds in and then 

blending the sounds together to form a word at the end. We also played a game to help us with 

these skills: we used a dice that had a different picture on each face and we had to roll the 

dice and then form the word that we saw!  

 

In science, we have continued to develop our understanding of plants and how they grow. We 

investigated the different parts of a plant and what their purpose was and we are really 

looking forward to growing some plants of our own, soon!  

 

  

Class 2 News 

 

In our maths learning this week, we have been continuing to 

learn about length.  Using the trundle wheels, we really 

stretched our collaboration muscles when working together to 

measure lengths outside in the playground: we had to make 

sure we counted carefully, using the word ‘metres’ as our unit 

of measurement. We have also been making fantastic use of 

our maths area in class, accessing our class resources 

independently to support us with our maths learning!  
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In our literacy this week, we have been unpicking 

our class story ‘Meerkat Mail.’ We looked at the 

different settings that the main character visits and 

created a ‘Magpie’ word wall in our classroom that 

we can use in our independent writing. We 

identified a range of different adjectives to describe 

the settings and how the main character might be 

feeling in each of the different environments, which 

really stretched our imaging learning muscles. 

 

 In our geography learning this week, we focused 

on identifying and naming the seas surrounding 

the UK.  We 

stretched 

our noticing muscles to identify them and then had to 

recall and name them as one of our morning 

activities, later in the week! 

 

In science this week, we have been stretching our 

revising muscles as we discussed the seven life 

processes for living things: this is something we have 

learnt previously when we worked on our living 

things unit.  However, by making links between this 

and our current unit of plants, we were able to 

identify the similarities and apply our previously 

learned knowledge!   

 

In our History learning, we have been learning about 

Emily Davison and the suffragettes.  Many of us challenged ourselves to go home and find 

out a fact about Emily Davison which we 

have added to our history display in 

class! Over the next few weeks, we will be 

learning about other significant individuals 

and their fight for freedom, including Rosa 

Parks and Martin Luther King.  
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Class 3 News- Miss Hutton 

 

 In literacy this week, we have read up to the end of chapter 10 in Tom’s Midnight 

Garden and we are slowly being drawn into the garden and all of the mysteries 

as they are revealed- just like the main character. As part of our understanding 

and exploration of the text, we have been trying to stretch our ‘inference’ skills by 

working out the tone or mood of the chapters and what this suggests about the 

plot and the subtleties within it. On Monday, we found definitions of words from 

chapter 6 (including ‘tempest’, ‘obscured’, ‘raging’ and ‘ferocious’) and discussed 

what impact this had on the chapter and the reader. Throughout the rest of the 

week, we explored the features used in a discussion text and developed our toolkits for the 

washing line in the classroom. We will use this as we work towards our 

warm and hot writes and we have started to 

play around with how we can use 

generalisations, comparisons and sentence 

openers to structure our text. 

 

As part of our geometry and measurement 

learning in maths, we have been developing 

our knowledge of area, with some of us 

exploring symmetry, too. At the beginning of the week in Year 4, we used 

post-it notes to identify how much space a shape covered and then 

began to calculate the area of different shapes by counting the number 

of squares enclosed by the shape. In Year 5, we developed this further 

by calculating the area with missing values or lengths and, in Year 6, 

we used our knowledge of perimeter and fractions to calculate the 

perimeter and area of a range of shapes, before 

solving word problems that really tried to catch us 

out! We used drawings and jottings to make notes of known facts and 

methods before working out each step, carefully. Some of us in Year 5 

decided to stretch ourselves too, by having a go at the Year 6 challenge!  

 

In PE, we have been working hard to develop our bowling technique; making 

sure we bowl (not throw!) in the intended direction. We 

then applied these skills in games of diamond cricket 

which was very fast-paced: this helped us to make 

tactical decisions and work on our throwing and 

catching. 
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In our computing leaning this week, we have developed our skills from our previous lesson by 

working out how to write our initials in the LOGO programming language. We also worked 

really hard to write down the instructions (or algorithms) needed to 

create these letters and practiced ‘de-bugging’ sets of 

instructions when they didn’t quite work.  This really 

stretched our reasoning and making links learning 

muscles as we had to prove and explain why the letter 

didn’t look quite right, making reference to the angles left 

or right, or the symmetry within a letter.  

 

 

 

On Friday, we were very excited to take part in an online meeting with John 

Stevenson (MP for Carlisle). This meeting was the launch meeting of the Bright Stars project 

that begins next week and we cannot wait to get started! As part of this meeting, some of us 

volunteered to ask John Stevenson some questions in front of other children from other schools 

in Carlisle- it was a bit nerve-wracking but we pushed ourselves out of our comfort zones 

and asked our questions clearly and confidently and thank 

John for his reply! We were really interested to find out how 

he became an MP and asked him about the challenges that 

he faced, as well as how he thinks he can help children 

return to normality after COVID. We also saw Beth, from 

PPM Limited, who we will be meeting online next week. She 

will help us develop our understanding of how businesses 

work and help us with our campaign. She is really excited 

to hear about the job descriptions that we have created and 

we will reveal our big campaign, next week. It is very 

exciting! 
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We also received a very special gold envelope in the post on Friday, which contained £50! We 

will use this £50 for our Bright Stars project, making sure that we keep accurate accounts of 

our spending- just like a real business! 
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Class 3 News- Mrs Arnold 

On Wednesday in Class 3, we were lucky enough to 

have a visit from the team at Carlisle United, who 

worked with us for a whole day on different ways we 

can stay safe, well and healthy. Debbie, who is a 

sports physiotherapist, taught us so many things over 

the day. We spent the morning learning some first aid 

skills, including what to do in an emergency and how 

we can call for help. We also learned how to do CPR 

and we all had a go at putting each other in the 

recovery position. 

Debbie asked us to 

make sure we 

knew how to 

access the 

emergency call 

button on our own 

or parent’s phones 

and that we know 

what our address 

is so we can tell 

the emergency services if we ever need to. For the rest of 

the day, we learned about nutrition and what would 

make a balanced diet. We learned about foods that 

support our growth and wellbeing and what footballers 

eat to enable them to be at the top of their game. At the 

end of the day we had a go at some Pilates exercises for 

strength and relaxation. 

 

We have carried on with our sewing in 

DT this week by starting to add Viking 

designs to our mittens. We all persevered 

with the tricky job of threading our needles and did really well, stitching our 

designs. We’ve even had some dragons appearing on some of our mitts!  

 

We have also had a check in with our class terrarium this week and we were 

surprised to see that our little plant looked very happy in its jar and had even grown so big we 

might need a bigger jar soon! We noticed the signs of the water cycle happening in the jar as 

there was a patch of condensation at the top of the jar which suggests the water is evaporating 

and then condensing. We also noticed that the leaves of the plant were wet and we learned 

about the process of transpiration which is also involved in the water cycle.  
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Wheelchair basketball 

On Friday, we were joined by Nathaniel Pattinson, 

from NP Inclusive Sport, for a COVID-secure 

wheelchair basketball session. We all listened 

carefully to Nat and found out about all that he has 

achieved, before playing wheelchair basketball in our 

bubbles! We all had lots of fun and we were very 

glad that the weather stayed nice and dry so that we could be outside. Thank you, Nat, for 

helping us stretch our empathy learning muscles and see the world from someone else’s point of 

view.  
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After School Clubs 

We’ve had another great week at our after school clubs! On Monday, we continued to develop 

our football skills down on the school playing field and one member of our school asked if they 

could take charge of the warm-up session! Pushing himself out of his comfort 

zone and really stretching his collaboration learning muscle by stepping back 

and developing others, Evan organised and led a fitness drill and a football drill 

to tune into our football skills. Well done, Evan- what a great role model! On 

Tuesday, we continued to work on developing our tactical play and throwing 

and catching skills as part of basketball club and, on Thursday, we had our 

second gardening club session. In gardening club, we took 

responsibility of what needed to be done (based on our 

planning last week) and set about clearing the beds in the 

vegetable garden, adding bark chips to the path in the wildlife 

garden and researching where we can plan our new rowan 

trees, silver birch trees and wild cherry trees that we got from 

the Woodland Trust- even making links to our maths learning 

by working out the area and perimeter of the space we have! 

Well done, everyone! 

 

Tap-twinning 

You may recall that we decided to raise money to ‘twin a tap’ before Christmas and again in 

March. We were really excited to see our certificate (that 

arrived last week) but even more excited to learn that 

through a match-funding scheme, we were able to twin two 

taps with our £60 donation. So, thanks to everyone’s 

generosity, we have helped some of the world’s poorest 

communities in Uganda and Guatemala to have access to 

sustainable, reliable and safe, clean water. Well done 

everyone, you are excellent global citizens!  


