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Learners of the Week:  Callum, Fern and Adam 

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  159    Helvellyn  165    Blencathra  148 

  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Class 1, this week we began our week 

by focusing on time and measuring time. We 

explored the passage of time, using timers to 

experiment with the number of actions we could 

complete within a time, including jumps and claps. 

We also developed our knowledge of days of the 

week, using songs and rhymes to help us. We have 

transferred this knowledge into our wider learning 

by choosing the day of the week card each day to 

display in our classroom, too. We have also been 

busy learning about 3D shapes in our maths 

learning. We learnt the names of the different 3D 

shapes and also identified some of their properties, 

including the 2D shapes which make up the faces 

on a 3D shape. We noticed that often 3D shapes 

remind us of everyday objects, like ice cream cones, 

a ball and a box. We had fun spotting 3D shapes around the classroom 

and printing with the shapes in playdough.  

 

In our phonics in Reception, this week we learnt the digraphs ur, ow, oi and er. We were 

interested to discover that ur and er sound the same but look different. In our phonics in 

Nursery, we have continued our learning about initial 

letter sounds. We also enjoyed listening to and 

sequencing the story of ‘We are going on a bear hunt’. 

We had a great time mark making in the outdoor 

learning environment and matching letters to 

corresponding pictures and singing different rhymes.  
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We also had a great time on the 

library bus last Friday! We enjoyed 

listening to a story and exploring the 

range of books available. It was 

fantastic having the opportunity to 

choose our own books which we will 

be able to enjoy and share in school 

too.  

 

Class 1 News (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning, 

this week we continued our learning about plants, 

this week focusing on the different parts of a plant. 

We learnt about what the different parts of a plant do 

and then created our own labelled diagrams.  

 

In our design technology learning, we enjoyed 

capitalising on our trip to the Corn Mill at Warwick 

Bridge last week. We used the knowledge we developed about making bread to create our own 

bread rolls! We used the flour and yeast donated by the Corn Mill to create our dough and 

enjoyed kneading to prepare our dough for baking. It was lovely to eat the bread rolls warm and 

fresh out of the oven! 
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Class 2 News (Mrs Whitfield)  

 

This week during our history lesson, we have been 

learning all about the Industrial Revolution and we 

learnt that there was more than one revolution, 

with the first revolution starting in 1760. The second 

Industrial Revolution 

was from 1870 until 

1914 (the year of WW1) 

and this was the era 

of the Victorians. We 

collaborated to complete a task that showed the different parts of 

the Industrial Revolution and how the world changed during this 

period of time. We focused on; technology, energy, transport, 

consumer, demographic, agriculture, commercial and financial 

elements during the revolutions and how they dramatically 

changed.   

During our literacy lessons this 

week, we have been studying 

our model text, “The mystery of 

the missing milk” and creating 

innovated sentences based on 

Fantastic Mr Fox. We read the 

sentences out loud together and 

then discussed how we could 

change parts of them so that it 

could fit the new newspaper 

article about Mr Fox stealing 

the chickens, turkeys or whatever we decided that he would steal!  

 

In our phonics learning, we have been learning the spelling rule 

where you drop the ‘y’ from the end of the word and then add ‘i’ and 

an ‘er’ to create the new word. For example; happy becomes happier, 

lazy becomes lazier and busy becomes busier.  
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This week in our spellings in Year 1, we have been learning to write and spell the words; full, 

house, our, were and today. In Year 2, we have been learning 

our new spellings; sixth, wild, spot, mobile, triceps, creep, 

cycle, glasses, green and 

danger. We had a go at 

writing a sentence for each 

spelling, too.   

 

In our maths learning in 

Year 1, we have been 

completing reasoning and 

problem-solving challenge 

cards linked to our learning about place value within 20. In Year 2, we have been consolidating 

our learning on length and height by completing challenge cards for this unit of work. We had to 

persevere with our partner to read each question and then 

figure out which mathematical symbol we were to use to 

answer it correctly. In 

Year 3, we have also 

been consolidating our 

maths learning by 

completing challenge 

cards linked to 

multiplication and 

division.  

 

In Class 2 and Class 1, we have been collaborating to learn all about food banks. Last week, we 

spent time discussing what food banks are, who uses them, where they are and how they work. 

This week we looked at the difference between perishable and non-perishable foods. We sorted 

them into two different groups and discussed why some foods were perishable and why some 

were non-perishable. After completing the sorting activity, we had a go at drawing our own 

foods and placing them into the correct category and adding labels to our drawings. We are 

really 

enjoying 

working 

together and 

helping each 

other to 

learn all 

about the 

importance 



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

of food banks.  

  

    

Class 2 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

In our literacy learning, we spent the end of the week 

continuing to write our newspaper articles based on the 

story of Fantastic Mr Fox. Making sure that we included 

fronted adverbial phrases (to tell us where, when or 

how something happened), expanded noun phrases (to 

add interest and description) and a clear, chronological 

order, we worked hard to finish off these articles before 

editing and revising what we had written to make sure that they were the best 

that they could be. At the end of the lesson on Friday, we spent some time 

sharing them with our friends on the Storyteller’s Stool 

in our classroom- it was fantastic to hear how we 

had chosen to describe the events, despite telling the 

same story. Our newspaper articles are very effective 

and we are incredibly proud of what we produced. 

 

In our science learning this week, we started our 

brand-new unit all about living things. This week, 

our first lesson required us to think carefully about 

objects or things that could be classified as being alive, dead/ once alive 

or having never been alive. Some of the images that we had to sort really made us think and 

justify our ideas which was a great chance to develop our oracy and 

reasoning skills by agreeing, building on 

or challenging what someone else has 

said. Towards the end of our lesson, 

we challenged our thinking further by 

identifying all of the different things 

that living things do, often remembered 

by the hand acronym of ‘MRS GREN’. 

For each living thing that we studied, 

we talked about their movement, 

respiration, sensitivity, growth, reproduction, excretion and nutrition- 

all of which underpins the learning that we will be doing over the next few weeks.  

 

Following on from our visit from Reverent Johnsen before half term, in RE we have continued to 

learn about Christian worship. This week, we began to think and wonder about prayer and how 

and when prayers are used. We identified that prayers can take many forms and are often a 
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way of saying thank you. To make links to things that we are 

grateful for, we began to share ideas that we could be used in poems, 

prayers or thoughts about things that 

we are thankful for. This helped us 

to stretch our empathy and listening 

learning muscle, as it allows us to 

see the world from someone else’s 

point of view.  

 

Finally, in our music learning, we 

had a brilliant lesson exploring 

tempo by using percussion instruments to play along with the song we sang last week. We also 

listened to sections of rock music (including the introduction, 

instrumental and chorus of We Will Rock You by Queen) to 

identify the sections that we liked and 

the names of the different instruments 

that we could hear. We also enjoyed 

rocking out!  
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Class 3 News (Miss Hutton)  

 

This week, we have started our new book in literacy: Julia and the 

shark, by Kiran Millwood-Hargrave. Having read The Girl of Ink and 

Stars (by the same author) last year, we are all excited to make our way 

through the chapters to find out what happens and to understand and 

work out the subtleties in the plot- something 

we’ve already made a start on this week in 

our guided reading lessons! 

 

In our design and technology learning. We 

have been making excellent progress on our 

Viking- inspired mittens. This 

week, we continued to add 

embroidered features onto the felt; 

imitating Viking patterns and 

designs to make them look 

authentic and effective. By the end 

of the lesson, we had all stretched 

our persevering learning muscles 

(threading needles and undoing 

knots can be very frustrating!) and 

our revising learning muscles as we 

adapted and changed our plans, based on 

how our sewing was going. Next week, 

we will cut out our pattern pieces and join 

them together, before repeating the process 

for the second mitten. We are all proud of 

our products and determination in these 

lessons so far.  

 

In our RE learning on Monday, we began be recapping some of the 

values that we have been thinking throughout this term, including 

forgiveness, truthfulness, humility and kindness. We made links 

between all of the religious stories that we have studied and identified 

that - regardless of which religion is followed - the morals in these parables and tales can be 

followed by anyone. We also identified that those without a religion can also finding meaning 

and guidance, should they need it. Following this recap, we moved on to learn about the Jewish 

day of rest, Shabbat, and how a Jewish family do things differently on this day compared to 

the six ordinary weekdays. We found out that Shabbat is the Hebrew word for Sabbath, which 

Jewish people mark from nightfall on Friday night until nightfall on Saturday, and listened to 

the first story in the Torah: the creation of the world by the Almighty. From this story, we found 
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out about the idea of a day of rest after 6 days of work and that keeping Shabbat holy is one of 

the Ten Commandments. We made links to Christianity and discovered what Shabbat includes. 

We reflected on the importance and value in spending time together as a family and in family 

prayers, as well as time away from the busy life that so many people lead.  

 

We have enjoyed another week of 

badminton in PE this week, too. This 

week, we focused on how to move in 

order to keep a rally going, as well as 

how we can develop our tactical play to 

score points. We are definitely getting to 

grips with how the shuttles move and 

behave, meaning that our accuracy and 

skills are improving week on week. 

 

Class 3 News (Mrs Arnold)  

 

What a busy few weeks we’ve had in Class 3. In literacy we’ve 

learned all about non-chronological reports. We’ve identified their 

features based on audience and purpose and have practised using 

them in short-burst writing activities. We’ve practised generating 

interesting and engaging vocabulary and synonyms; using passive voice; as well as making our 

writing cohesive. After all this practise, we put everything together to write our own non-

chronological reports about the illusive Greenland shark.  

 

In Maths, we’ve been working hard on increasingly complex methods and skills. In Year 4, we’ve 

continued with our fractions unit by learning how to add fractions. In Year 5, we’ve been 

finding fractions of an amount as well as multiplying fractions by an integer. In Year 6, we’ve 

finished our unit on decimals and have completed some reasoning and problem-solving activities 

to apply our learning.  
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We’ve continued to learn about the Vikings in our history lessons, 

too. In our most recent lesson, we started looking at evidence to 

find out about how the Vikings turned 

from raiders to invaders and settlers. We 

used our knowledge of words and their 

roots to identify how language can give 

us clues about our history. First, we 

looked at the days of the week. We 

compared our names for the days with 

the French names and noticed that some 

of our day names were different from the 

Latin roots that the French words follow. We looked at the names of 

Norse gods and noticed how our week days use those gods in their 

names instead. Next, we looked at Viking 

words for different locations. Using a map of 

our local area we used these to identify many place names that had 

Viking roots. Hallbankgate was one of them: the root ‘gate’ meaning 

‘path’ in Norse. We then compared this to a map of Oxfordshire and 

noticed how the place names there have mostly Anglo-Saxon roots. 

From this, we were able to spot patterns in where the Vikings settled 

in Britain and also what sort of lives they had. For example, most 

place names were to do with farming, which suggests many were 

settling as farmers.  

 

In geography, we recapped our learning about coasts and their 

physical features/processes before learning more about the effects 

and management of coastal erosion and deposition. We looked at 

the case study of the Holderness 

coastline in Yorkshire. We worked 

carefully to read and collect 

information about the effects of 

erosion and deposition and the 

techniques used to manage its 

impact on people and places. We identified some real issues that 

are cause by erosion and some unintended issues caused by 

management techniques. From this, we were able to identify advantages and disadvantages of 

different management approaches.  
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In science, we’ve moved on from our learning about human teeth 

and digestive system to applying what we know to interpret and 

create food chains. We learned that all food chains show the 

energy flow going through it using arrows and that there is a 

producer and consumers in all food chains. We moved on to 

identifying which animals were 

predators and which animals were 

prey and then applying our 

knowledge to identify carnivores, 

herbivores and omnivores. We had 

fun creating different food chains and drew and labelled our own in 

our books. Through doing this, we realised that some plants and 

animals could be in more than one food chain which lead us to 

creating and labelling food webs. Finally, we did some 

hypothesising by thinking about what might happen if parts of a 

food chain were interrupted or changed.  

 

In computing we’ve explored the benefits and 

disadvantages of AI as well as designing a 

positive influencer. In PSHE, we’ve worked 

in groups to identify what actions we could 

take in different dilemmas and the positive 

and negative impact these choices might 

have. In music, we’ve started a new unit on 

playing djembe.  

 

Finally, we had a great afternoon in art, 

exploring drawing with wire to create 2D Viking figure head sculptures. 

We think you’ll agree, they turned out brilliantly.  
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