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Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners 

 
What a snowy week we have had! The snow got so bad on 
Thursday this week that our school was closed.  But on Friday 
we were able to play outside and build snowmen.  
 
In PE, children in Class 2 have been stretching themselves, 
quite literally! In gymnastics they have begun to choreograph 
movements including balances, canons, stretches and jumps, as 
well as perfect their forward rolls into pike shapes. Everyone 
has been extremely focussed and Bridget from Carlisle United 
was very impressed! 
 
In science this week class 1 has been researching facts about 
mammals. Everyone used books from the library and the topic 
table to find out information about bats and together we 
made a whole page of facts for our topic board. We will use 
these facts when making an information book all about wildlife 
in Hallbankgate.  It has been excellent to see how many 
children have been inspired to complete their own learning and 
research at home. 
 
In RE, Class 1 has been learning about the Creation Story. 
First children watched a short film clip, listening carefully to 
the story, learning what happened on each day.  Then, they 
used Isla the Imitating Iguana’s help to imitate some of the 
pictures and explain what Christians believe God made.  
Everyone worked very hard and produced some super work.  
 
Children in our ‘Dragonflies’ group in phonics regularly write 
down letter sounds and spell words linked to the sounds they 
are learning, but this week they also had to check each other’s work and make comments 
about what they liked about it and very importantly, what they needed to do to improve! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In maths this week, Class 1 has been investigating 
measurement.  Year 1 and Reception children have been 
focussing on non-standard units of measurement by using their 
hands and feet to find out how long objects in the classroom 
were. They quickly realised that they would all get different 

results 
because 
their hands 
and feet 
were 
different 
sizes! Year 2 
were 
investigatin
g how close different objects were to 
1m and then extending this to 2m. They 
used their maths knowledge of ‘It’s 
nothing new’ to work out that if 1m was 
100cm then 2m would be 200cm!  
 

Year 5 and 6 have been getting to grips with long multiplication this week and all seem to 
have had ‘light bulb’ moments when realising how useful and efficient it is when solving 
problems! Year 3 and 4 have been learning about co-ordinates and securing addition 
methods to make sure they can solve problems effectively too.  
 
Class 2 has been learning about how classification of all living things has changed over the 
centuries and learning about different animal Kingdoms.  
 
In topic we have been continuing our investigation into climate and weather.  On 
Wednesday, Class 2 acted out the Water Cycle using pictures and symbols, with Emma 
taking on the role of the water drop! It was good to notice several children making links to 
earlier work, showing their understanding of evaporation, condensation and precipitation. 
 
This week with Miss Maleney we made good 
progress choreographing our performance for 
the U-Dance Festival in April.  U-Dance is a 
project supported by Arts Council England, to 
increase dance performance opportunities for 
children across the country.  Our performance 
is linked to this term’s topic, ‘Our Dynamic 
Earth’, building on what we have learnt about 
volcanoes.  Our performance tells the story of 
Pompeii and Vesuvius through dance.   
 


