
 

Week beginning 26
th

 June 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners of the Week: Azalea, Emily, and Ezra  

 

Housepoints total:  Skiddaw  195    Helvellyn  182  Blencathra  165 

 

 

Class 1 News (Nursery and Reception) 

 

In maths in Reception this week, we have continued to 

develop our understanding of doubling and have also 

explored the concept of halving. We made links to our 

learning around grouping and creating equal groups 

and worked out that there is a 

direct correlation between doubles 

and halves. We have also 

continued to secure our knowledge 

of number bonds to 5 and 10 and are becoming more confident in recalling 

these. In maths in Nursery we have been focusing on measuring capacity 

this week. We enjoyed exploring full, half full and empty in our water tray, 

using cornflakes and using other materials 

and objects. We had a key focus on 

developing our mathematical vocabulary and 

are now more confident in using the language 

of full, half full and empty. 

 

In phonics in Reception this week we have 

been focusing on adjacent consonants and 

developing our confidence when 

segmenting and blending adjacent 

consonants within words. We have 

also been learning about syllables and polysyllabic 

words and are becoming more confident in counting the 

number of syllables in a word. In Nursery in phonics, 

we have been making silly soup by finding objects with 

a specific initial sound and have also been developing 

our knowledge of rhyme and the story of We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt.  
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Class 1 news (Nursery, Reception and Year 1) 

 

In our RE and understanding the word learning we 

continued to develop our understanding of the holy 

book within Islam the Quran. This week we focused 

on two specific stories within the Quran, the story 

of the crying camel and the prophet and the ants. 

We discussed the moral of the stories and agreed 

that the stories aimed to teach kindness and that all 

creatures are sacred to Allah regardless of whether 

they are humans or animals. We also made links to our learning about Buddhism as within 

some of the Buddhist stories that we learnt about there was also a key 

focus on respecting and showing kindness to animals. 

In our art and expressive arts and design learning this week we explored 

the creative medium of charcoal in relation to Monet. We discovered that 

charcoal and the chalk pastels that we used last week have many 

similarities and we used our blending skills from last week to help us. 

We did however conclude that the charcoal is slightly trickier to use to 

demonstrate the different areas within a seaside landscapes as the chalk 

pastels being different colours made it easier to distinguish the different 

aspects of the landscape. 

 

In our science and understanding the world learning this week we 

have been developing our understanding of vertebrates and 

invertebrates. It was interesting to compare the similarities and 

differences between different animals and we made some brilliant 

links to our learning about animal classification groups. We were also 

amazed to discover just how high the percentage of invertebrates is 

within the animal kingdom! In Reception and Year 1, we then chose a 

vertebrate and invertebrate, drawing a picture and writing a sentence 

about our given animals. In 

Nursery we explored 

animals and their babies, 

discussing the names of 

different animal babies and 

playing matching games to 

match adult animals to their 

babies. We then created 

habitats for the animals we 

were looking at. 
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In our geography and understanding the world 

learning this week we consolidated our human 

and physical geography learning from our walk 

around the village last week. We looked at 

images of examples of human and physical 

geography taken whilst on our walk and 

discussed which category it would fit into and 

why. In Year 1 we then learnt about how a 

compass is used and labelled a compass rose. 

In Nursery and Reception we worked as a group 

to give and follow directional instructions.  

 

Class 2 News 

 

What a busy week in Class 2! We have been 

carrying on learning our song for this half term, 

‘The Dragon Song’ on Charanga. We enjoyed 

joining in with the warm up games and 

choosing a leader to copy from. The leader had 

to bust some moves to the beat of the music and 

then we copied them back and try to keep to the 

rhythm of the music. Each leader showed great 

confidence and were very creative stretching their 

imagination skills. As we went along, we 

discussed the terms; pitch, tone and tempo.  

 

  

During our history lesson this week, we have been 

continuing to extend our 

explanation reports 

discussing why people 

wanted to fly. This 

week we added in some 

bullet points for some of 

the exact reasons why 

people wanted to fly and we made our aviation history section longer 

with more details about the inventor of the hot air balloon and the 

glider. Next week, we will conclude our explanation texts with a 

conclusion drawing all of our points together. We have been keen to 
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add in some pictures too so we look 

forward to adding these into our work 

next week. Our explanation texts look 

amazing and they follow the exact 

structure of an informative explanation 

text.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our geography learning this week, we have been studying the 

2004 boxing day Tsunami in the Indian Ocean. We learnt all 

about the natural disaster and how a destructive plate margin 

caused it. This linked to our learning last week about the different 

plate margins, too. It was quite harrowing to find out that the 

Tsunami caused over 200,000 deaths across 14 different places. 

We completed the table of information about the disaster and next 

week we will learn about the eruption of Mt Vesuvius. Next week, 

we will compare both disasters with one another after completing 

the rest of the information sheet. 

  

As part of our 

maths learning 

this week, in 

Year 2 we have 

been setting up 

a pretend shop 

in the reading 

den. We took 

the time to 

label objects 

different amounts of money and then took it in turns to be the shop keeper. The shop keeper had 

a very important job because they had to work out if the customers could afford each item and 

if they had to give them any change. This stretched our noticing skills as we had to work out 

when someone could not afford an object or if they required any change and how much change 
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exactly. We had lots of fun and found this practical way of learning very beneficial to stretch 

our money knowledge further.  
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Class 3 News 

We’ve had such a busy couple 

of weeks! In science this week, 

we’ve been learning about 

forces. We recapped our 

knowledge from Year 3 and 

learned about gravity. We then 

moved on to learning about 

friction. We applied what we 

learned to everyday life by 

thinking about when friction is 

helpful or unhelpful. We 

decided it was helpful when 

we wanted to stop something 

moving, for example a bike brake, but it is unhelpful if you want to move like when going down 

a slide! Next, we examined a few everyday situations and had to decide whether the purpose 

was to increase or decrease friction, for example a goalkeeper 

wearing gloves. This led to lots of interesting discussions about 

other areas of our lives where we intentionally aim to increase or 

decrease friction. Working scientifically, we then tested the theory 

using cubes of jelly and a pair of chopsticks! First, we used the 

chopsticks to move the jelly cubes from one plate to the next, then 

we coated the jelly in oil and observed what effect this had on 

the friction between the chopsticks and the jelly cube. We 

predicted that the oil would decrease the friction and therefore 

make it harder to move – we were correct! It was much, much 

harder to move the jelly cube once it was covered in oil! Finally, 

we ended the lesson with a fun discussion thinking about the 

problems that might occur if either friction between every surface 

dramatically increased of disappeared entirely! The thoughtful 

and sometimes entertaining hypothesise we gave showed we had gained a real understanding of 

friction and how it acts on movement between two surfaces.  

 

In history, we have finished writing our discussions on whether life was terrible for children in 

the Victorian era. We expertly wove in all sides of the argument alongside evidence and examples 

to discuss whether or not this statement is true. Luckily, we are all very nuanced thinkers and 

drew from the evidence to prove that there was no ‘one’ experience for children through the 

Victorian time period and that it very much depended on your circumstances. Some children did 

indeed live and work in terrible conditions which often led to illness or even death, however 

many children lived luxurious lives with many positives. We all also commented on the 
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significant changes that came about through the Victorian era that meant the lives for many 

children were greatly improved. This was a brilliant way to show all the things we’ve learned 

over this topic about the lives of children in Victorian Britain as well as show casing our 

excellent writing skills!  

 

Last week in 

geography, we were 

lucky enough to have 

a real wildfire expert 

come to talk to us 

about wildfires and 

build on everything 

we’ve been learning 

so far. Mr Bray came 

and showed us photos and videos of local wildfires and the 

damage they caused as well as the kit he carries when he goes 

out to help deal with a fire. We had so many questions and 

Mr Bray answered them all expertly - it was fascinating! To 

act on everything we’ve learned, we set about to make some posters to alert people to the dangers 

of wildfires but also ways in which they can be prevented. With climate 

change making the conditions for wildfires more likely, we feel it is so 

important to make sure 

people are behaving 

responsibility to prevent 

fires occurring. We would 

like everyone to know that 

dropping litter and having 

fires or BBQs in wild 

places can cause 

wildfires. Also, 

parking your car on 
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dry vegetation 

can also start 

a fire. It is 

important to 

call 999 if you 

see a fire and 

you must 

never 

approach one 

as they can be 

extremely hot 

and can spread quickly.  

 

We all had lots of fun on Thursday by taking part in wheelchair 

basketball with Nat and Jack! 

This activity allowed us to develop new 

skills and empathise with others as we 

were able to see the world through 

someone else’s eyes. We all had a 

brilliant time and it was a valuable 

experience to have taken part in. 

  



Learning From Each Other – Building Successful Learners  www.hallbankgate.org.uk 
  

 
 

 

On Monday, we enjoyed a visit to Hallbankgate Hub to see 

our refugee art exhibition. Having walked around to the Hub 

altogether, once inside, we split into little groups to look at 

each area of our exhibition: ‘destruction’, ‘journey’ and 

‘welcome’.  We thought 

that the exhibition was 

striking and very thought-provoking which echoed the 

words that have been shared with the Hub by customers, 

staff and volunteers. If you would like to read a little 

more about it, you can find an article about the project on 

the News and Star Website: 

https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23620515.hallbankgate-pupils-create-thought-

provoking-refugee-exhibition/   

 

 Finally, we hope that all the children who 

went on the residential visit last week have a 

well-earned rest this weekend! Last Friday, 

20 children from Class 3 joined with 8 

children from Walton and Lees Hill School to 

take part in an action-packed weekend of 

fun! After a twisty and bumpy journey to 

Middleton-in-Teesdale, we were amazed at 

the view that greeted us. However, there was 

no camp site in site! Feeling a little confused, we all then made our 

way down the hillside our camp- thankfully our bags had been 

loaded onto a minibus! We all gasped as we saw our tents, the jurt 

and the campfire and we could not wait to get started! After eating 

our packed lunches and getting our 

tents organised, we set off on our first 

activities: stand-up-paddle boarding 

and raft building! We all got very 

soggy but managed to stay warm with 

our wetsuits on. Before bed, we enjoyed a BBQ (in the rain!) and 

https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23620515.hallbankgate-pupils-create-thought-provoking-refugee-exhibition/
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/23620515.hallbankgate-pupils-create-thought-provoking-refugee-exhibition/
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hot chocolate and campfire songs. It was great and we all had a relatively early night, despite 

how excited we were!  

 On Saturday, we got back 

into our wet suits for a 

morning of paddle-

boarding and gorge 

walking, which we would 

definitely do again if we 

had the chance! When we 

went gorge walking, we 

were all a little bit nervous at first – particularly when we had to slide down a 6 foot drop into 

a plunge pool. This, however, was nothing compared to our 

final slide and final jump! The jump into the plunge pool was 

over 15ft! It felt amazing as we each conquered our fear- no 

matter how big or small our fear was. On Saturday evening, 

we tucked in to sausage casserole around the campfire and 

then enjoyed toasting marshmallows and making s’mores! 

They were a delicious treat to 

go with our hot chocolate! Our 

final activities on Sunday morning 

were archery, a meadow study of the 

wildflowers growing around the 

campsite and cleaning our tents! It 

was a lovely relaxing way to end 

our busy weekend and great to see how many new skills we had 

mastered when it comes to camping!   

 

We all had an amazing time and we 

made so many new friends. Despite 

many of us having not been camping 

before, we’ve all said that we would like 

to go back next year!    
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Community Fete - 8
th

 July 2023 

We would love to see as many of you as possible at our Community Summer Fete on Saturday 8
th

 

July 2023.  It’s not just for our school community, but for anyone who would like to come along 

and join in the fun.  So, spread the word, and let’s showcase our fantastic school to as many 

people as we can. 

We are still looking for donations for 

the Home Baking Stall, and also for 

the New to You Stall (including 

books to help keep our love of 

reading going!). These can be 

brought into school next week (end 

of the week for baking please). If 

anyone is free to help on the day 

we would be very grateful, please 

speak to anyone at school or any 

members of the Parent and Friends 

Association.  Thank you! 
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